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4  TO 

-^  The  Right  Honourable 

spencer  Comptoriy  Efq; 

^  SPEAKER. 

And     to    the    Honourable    the 

Knights,    Citizens, 

and   B  u  R  G  E  s  s  E  Sj   of  this 

Prefent  Parliament  of   Great' 

.i      Britain  J  Aflembled. 

i^      May  it  Pleafe  your  Honours, 
V  tg^fos^aem  fj£  fiyjf  Editim  of  this 

little  TraSy  Relating  to     ' 
Trade^    the    Poor^  Sec. 
I  was  Humbly  Dedicated 

^  to  his  Royal  Highnejs  the  Prince  i   ■  j. 
of  Wal  Es,  vDhen  Governor  of  the  ] 
A  a  South- 
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South-Sea  Company,  "which  I  then 
thought  J  as  I  Jim  do^  might  be  of 
Service  to  the  Nation^  by  alluring  the 
Heir  to  the  Croion^  into  an  Early 
liking  of  Trade  J  and  Setting  before 
him  the  Advantaoes  that  Accrue 
from  it  J  "mnth  the  Methods  "whereby 
it  may  be  Improved;  and  therefore  I 
ContraScd  it  into  a  narro^w  Compafs 
to  Encouraze  his  Reading  it, 

THIS  Second  Edition^  whereto 
1  have  added  fome  fitre  and  ^railica- 
ble  Methods^  for  Difcharging  the 
Public  Debts  of  the  Nation^  "with 
mojl  Eafe  to  the  Peo^le^  I  humbly' 
Prefcnt  to  this  Honourable  Houfe  ;  If 
it  may  be  UfefuU  in  your  Debates^  I 
(hall  think  myfclf  very  Ha^fy. 

^TIS  the  Ballance  of  our  Trade ^ 
that  fuf^lies  us  "with   Bullion '^    if 
That  be  in  our  Favour^  it  brings  it  to 

us^ 
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us^  if  otherisuife ^  it  mujl  be  carried 

THIS  Ballance  is  /u^^orted  by 
our  ManufaBures^  "which  kee^  our 
People  at  JVork^  and  enable  them  to 
Maintain  themjelves  by  their  own 
Ljobour^  "who  muJl  elje  (land /till ^  and 
become  a  Charge  on  our  Land^  •  and 
therefore  1  humbly  conceive  it  to  be 
our  Interejly  Firft,  to  encourage  their 
being  "worn  at  Home^  and  then  to 
give  a  Preference  to  fich  Things ^  as 
are  Pur  chafed  for  them  Abroad  ^  ra- 
ther than  to  thoje^  which  are  bought 
for  Bullion 'y  and  if  our  Trade  "was 
"well  regulated  J  "we  Jhou^d  foon  become 
the  RicheSi^  and  confequently  the 
GreateH^  People  in  Europe. 

i  have  made  fome  Ejjay  at  fuch 
Methods^  as  I  doubt  not^  being  Im- 
proved by  your  Wifdoms^  and  flrength- 

ned 
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ned  by  your  u^mhority^  may  Tend  very 
much  to  the  Effecting  this  great  fFork ; 
And  Iloumlly  Offer  theJIs  Pro^ofi- 
tions  foUtrjumg^  asfo  many  Fundamen- 
tals^ neccffary^for  the  better  Order- 
ing  of  our  Trade ^  the  Dijcharging  of 
our  public  Debts ^  and  Su^prting  the 
Credit  of  the  Kingdom  ^  whereby  His 
Majefly  isjill  be  rendred  more  Glori' 
ous^  both  at  Home  and  Abroad. 

THE  Fir/i  is^  a  Committee  of 
Trade ^  made  u^  offuch  Men  as  are 
"well  ver/l  in  the  true  Principles 
^whereon  it  is  Founded^-  and  thereby 
enabled  to  make  right  Re^refcntations 
of  fuch  things  J  as  JhaUbe  referred  to 
them  by  the  Parliament ;  ^who^  Hold- 
ing their  Places^  according  as  they  are 
thought  capable  of  performing  them, 
"will  be  careful  to  esecute  thojc  Trufts 
"wtthjfudgmcnt  ^  Honour  and  Hone  fly. 

THE 
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THE  Second  is^  a  due  InJ^eiH- 
on  into  the  Jffairs  oj  the  Poor^  and 
(mting  an  End  to  that  Pernicious 
Trade  of  Beggif^^  which  lean  ajjure 
this  Honourable  Houfe^from  the  Ex- 
perience we  have  had  in  their  Regula- 

.  o 

ttm  at  Briftol,  may  be  done^  and  that 
the  Poor  may  be  trained  u^  to  an  early 
Delight  in  Labour  ^  the  Means  and 
Methods  whereby  That  was  Accom- 
flifiedy  though  at  firft  Thought  hn- 
-^roBicaUe^  I  have  fet  forth  in  the 
jiffendip<,     pag.   1 67, 

THE  Third  is ^  the  Keepngof 
our  own  Wool  at  home^  and  prevent- 
ing the  JVod  of  Ireland  from  being 
Tranfported  any  where  elfe  epicept  to 
this  Kingdom;  which  lam  fa^fuad- 
ed  can  never  be  done^  by  any  other 
Method^  but  by  a  Regifler^  and  that 
That  will  effedually  do  it ;  towards 

which 
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"which  I  have  made  an  Ejjay  in  the 
folloisohig  Ircatije,      ' 

THE  Fourth  is^  the  Encouraging 
the  hiimen-ManuJaBure  o/"Irelaiid  ; 
^*Tis  not  cajy  to  comprehend  the  Ad- 
vantages that  "Will  thence  arije  to  bttth 
Kingdoms  J  "when  each  of  them  Jhall 
he  fully  employed  J  on  a  DifiinS  Ma- 
nufailwe :  Ihe  Hands  that  are  now 
hep  at  JVorh  there^  on  the  Spinning 
oj  JVool^  might  he  then  turned  to  Lin- 
nen^  and  a  great  Part  of  their  Lands 
'Would  be  taken  uf^  in  raifing  Flap<  and 
Hem£^for  "which  they  are  'very  pro- 
fety  and  then  a  Sto£  might  he  pit  to 
the  Importation  of  thofe  great  ^an- 
tities  of  Worfied  and  Woollen  Tarn 
thence^  fo  pevnkcious  to  the  Poor  of  this 
Kingdom^  the  Spnning  "whereof  if 
Imprtcd  in  Wool^  "would  amount  to 
rnanyThoufand  Pounds  per  Annum^ 

to 
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to  be  divided  among  tbem;  and  it  is 
certain^  that  Spinning  is  the  mo/lfro- 
fitaUe  Part  of  the  ff^oollen  Manufac- 
ture ^  hecaufe  it  is  done  by  Women  and 
Children^  'who  can  nq  otberisoifi  be 
employed. 

IN  theT*eaT  1 704,  /  "was  defircd 
by  the  Minijlry  to  give  my  Thotfghts. 
ojjuch  an  Undertakings  which  1  then 
did  J  and  printed  feme  Conjtderations  ' 
relating  thereto^  adapted  /or  that 
Ti'/wr,  which  J  have  added  in  the 
u^ffendi^^  pag.  158. 

NOR  can  this  be  any  Prejudice  to 
the  Linnens  of  North-Britain,  being 
of(]uite  different  Sorts  ;  *which  fiould 
dfo  jor  many  Reafons  be  Encouraged^ 
by  fuch  Means  and  Methods^  as  on  due 
Confidcration  may  be  thought  proper. 

THE  Fifth  is^  the  carrying  on  the 
Fificry^  which  dcfcrves  all  the  En- 
couragement the  Legijlature  can  give 
B  it: 
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it;  and  Ithn^  the  rcadiefl-'M^fB  do 
it  J  isyiy  Incorporating  Juch  Societies  y 
as  are  "willing  to  fet  upon  it  *uoith  joint 
Stocks^  hut  not  csdupuc  to  any  others ^ 
"which  "will  promote  Indu/lry^  and  Jhut 
out  Stock- jobbing^  the  Bane  of  Jo 
many  good  Undertakings. 

THE  Jtath^  and  indeed  the  Fom-^ 
dation  of  all  the  're/i^  is^  the  eflahlifh* 
ing  afuhjlantial  Credit ^  large  enough 
ip  anfwcr  all  the  Occafions  of  the  Na- 
tion^ both  public  and^nvate^  ^wbich  is 
the  JVhecl  whereon  all  the  rcfl  mujl 
iurn^  a^d "whereby^  not  only  the  Trade 
of  tloeKingdo^n^hut  alfo  the  Gcaifon? 
of  the  Government  may  be  fu^flicd^ 
and  the  public  Debts  gradually  fmk^ 
by  a  good  Management;  and  This^  I 
humbly  Conceive^  cannot  be  fettled  any 
other  *way^  but  on  a  parliamentary 
Foundation^  any  Thing  lefs  "will  be 
too  fmrro'w, 

IN 
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IIV  the  year  j  o<^6^I made  Jome 

Ejjiiy  towards  fmh  a  Credit^  -cajhich  I 

then  f'nfented  ta  both  Houfcs  ofPof' 

liamenty.  and  have  n&w  incerted  it  in 

the  ^ffendipi^  pag.  1 74.  But  tbe'Bank 

(jf  England  having  ahmt  that  tune 

furni/hcd  his  Majefly  ^mpth  a  confide* 

ruble  Sum  of  Money  ^  then  very  much 

"womted^fir  the  ^rejent  payment  of  the 

Arrny^  w/jich  the  Miniftry  could  not 

other'wife  have  raifed^  tho*  they  ap- 

frffvedof  theProjeSion^  were  uniso'iU- 

tng  to  difoblige  at  that  jfmiiure^  by 

fating  u£  any  thing  like  theirs^  mtdfo 

that   Matter  flep  thcn^  as  it  had 

ever  done^  if  1  bad  not  obferved  that 

the  famous  Mr.  Laws  haddraisun  a 

Scheme  from  it^  fir  the   Service  of        I- 

Ftdince^  as  near  as  the  Con/iitution  of     X:^ 

that  Kingdom  "lanll  admit;  not  that  I      ^^^^ 

think  it  can  be  la(lim   the  Fomdation 

Icing  laid  on  Sand ;  Tet  it  hathfcrved 

B  1  the 
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the  J^re/ent  Occaftm^  to  fay  off  the 
Dchts  of  that  National)  an  incredible 
Stock'jqby  "which  mufl  if^llp'obabilityj 
end inConJuJion  and  Dijcontent. 

NOTHING  can  Jiiffort  a  Na-- 
timal  Credit^  but  ajleady  Government  y' 
"where  the  arbitrary  JVill  of  a  Prince 
cannot  "withdravu^  or  lejjen  the  SecU" 
curity  at  his  Pleajure'^  and  hadjuch 
a  one  been  then  eflablifl)d  here^  in  all 
Probability  y  "we  had  been  Jeveral  Mil- 
lions  lefs  in  Deity  and  not  felt  that 
heavy  load  of  Taxes  ^  "which  hath  of* 
prejl  our  Lands ^  andinjurd  ourTradcy 
nor  do  I  think  thoje  Debts  can  be  dif 
charged  by  any  other  ^way^  private 
Men  now  carrying  off  thofe  Profits  ^ 
"wUchJhould  Jink  them  by  degrees, 

The  Advantages  of  a  National 
Bank,  and  the  good  Effe^s  it  "will 
have  J  in  this  Free  Government  ^  tOr 
'wards  the  Lejfening  our  national  Inr 

cumbrances^ 
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cumbrcmces^  *isuiU  flainly  appear  ^  ^oen 
it  is  conftdercdj  that  one  hunched 
PoWfids  lorrowed^  "will  circulate  t*wo^. 
lejtdes  it  Jelf^  and  thereby  reduce  the 
Inter  eft  J  to  one  third  Part  of'whai  is 
2^idto  the  Lender;  tut  if  it  circulates 
three ^  then  to  a  'Quarter j  and  it  may 
he^  to  much  lefs^  according  as  a  Bmk 
hath  Credit^  and  is  found  UfefuU 

BjT  this  Rule^  if  the  Public  ^ays 
Pour  per  Cent,  for  Interefty  it  may  by 
Circulation  be  reduced  to  one^  and 
there  is  no  doubt  ^  but  that  a  Wetl-con- 
ftituted  Bank^will  be  foon  fiU'd  isjith 
Money  at  that  Rate;  the  great  Ground 
of  Buying  and  Selling  Stock  being^the 
vaft  Sums  of  Money  which  lie  dead 
on  Mens  Hands  ^  wloo'ho^e  thereby  to 
makefome  Profit^  but  would  be  glad 
to  dif^ofe  ofity  on  afabftantial  Secu- 
rity^ at  a  moderate  Inter  efl ;  be  fides 
the  Advantage  it  wiU  be  to  Widows 

and 
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and  Orphans ^  isohofeMmey  "would  le^ 
fafdy  lodged^  and  Iring  them  in  ti 
certain  income^  fir  their   Mainte^ 
nafice ;  and  here  "will  he  no  room  left 
for  Stock-jobling^  "which  hath  no'wgot 
Jiich  a  Footings  evert  into  our  -public 
Affairs^  that  th^  Parliament  doth  not 
give  a  hand'Tap<  or  a  Lottery^  where 
the  Subjcripions  to  it  are  not  Ingrofl^ 
ly  thofe  isfho  have  not  Money ^  in  or* 
der  to  make  an  Advantage^  by  felling 
them  tojuch  as  have^  befdes  the  vajl 
Chargcin  the  management  of  Lotteries^ 
AND  as  to  Trade^  the  Bank  of 
England  hath  been  very  fcrviceahlc 
to  this  great  Metropolis ^  by  making  a 
little  Money  fcrve  the  Ufes  of  a  great 
dcal^  but  the  Benefit  thereof  hath  ex- 
tended no  Jarthcr ;  and  "why  other 
Cities  J  and  indeed  the  whole  King- 
dmt^  [hould  not  hivc  the  fame  Ad- 
vantage y  (which  It  willy  if  cl  Nati- 
onal 
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07ial  Bmk  be  e/labli/hed^  and  Cham- 
bers JcttUd  *wherc  dejired)  I  camot 
conceive, 

AND  here  ImuSirefer  to  the 
AffcndipCy  for  the  bettev^  llluBmtmg 
the  Benefit  thereof  ^  and  the  mcmner  of 
its  In/litution^  as  then  intended^  tsohith 
mufi  now  otdmit  of  feverd  Ahcr-^ 
aiions,  »  "    V- " 

IF  fich  a  Bank  "were  fettled^  the 
Charge  of  managing  it  'would  be  very 
little^  and  the  Kingdom  might  groisn 
richer  fome  MiUims  every  Tear^  ojnd 
the  Government  have  an  Addition  to 
its  Security^  by  drawing  the  CaJI)  of 
other  Nations  hither^  isohofe  JnUreH 
would  thereby  become  inter  isooven  isutth 
ours '^  and  our  Manufa£ures  would 
be  encouraged  by  a  Flus  of  Money  ^ 
which  IS  theLiJe  of  Trade -^  and  thts^ 
"with  the  eafmefs  of  our  Government^ 
would  bring  the  monlcd Men  ^Eu- 
rope 
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rope  to  fettle  bere^  "which  'would be  an 
Addition  to  our  JVealth,  the  Trader 
might  hence  he  Juf^liedy  withfuch 
Sums  of  Money  as  hejhall  "want^  and 
Jorjo  long  time  only^  as  hejhall  have 
Occ(:ifton  toufeity  whereby  the  Fi/he- 
ry  J  and  other  good  Under  takings^  may 
he  encouraged,  and  our  Wool  he  cer- 
tainly  kept  at  Home ^^nd  the  Gentle- 
men of  England  may  be  hence  fur- 
nijhed  with  Money  at  the  common  In- 
terefi^  and  be  permitted  to  make  their 
Payments  by  fuch  Parts ^  as  they  can 
beft  fpare  it;  the  want  of  which  is 
now  fuch  a  Clog  upon  their  E/lates ,  that 
it  destroys  many  good  Families ;  wbQ^ 
'when  they  are  once  got  into  the  Ufu- 
rers  Books  ^canfind  no  way  to  get  out  ^ 
till  they  have  paid  the  whole  Debt  at 
once^  Jo  that  their  Eflates  are  devour-- 
ed,  by  Procuration  and  Continuation. 

NOR 
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NOR  is  it  hereby  intended  to^ut 
a  Fohe  ufon  any  Man  ;  hwifl  be  the 
Inter e§i  of  the  Lender  to^ut  his  Mo- 
ney into  this  Banky  "where  he  hath  Jo 
certain  a  Security,  and  of  the  Bank 
to  take  itin\  and  on  the  other  Side^  it 
"will  be  the  IntereSi  of  the  Bank  to 
fkrnifh Money  on  theTerms  here  men- 
tioned^ and  of  the  Borrower  to  receive ^ 
ity  and  this  Jingle  things  "will  in  time 
bring  Jo  great  a  Prefit  to  the  Public 
as  "Will  very  much  Jmk  the  Debts  of 
the  Nation^  "whilSi  a  Common  ad- 
vantage is  Inter^woven  "with  it, 

NEITHER  "will  this  break  in  on 

the  Priviledges  granted  to  the  Bank 

of  England,  by  y^B  of  Parliament', 

for  though  they  are  allowed  to  lend 

Money  to  the  Government^  on  the 

Terms  therein  mentioned^   yet   the 

Government  hath  not  bound  u^  i^  fiff 

from  borrowing  of  any  Others^  and  • 

C  making 
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mah'^g  their  Payments  in  fuch  a 
manner^  asjhall  he  thought  moJl^Ad- 
vantagious  to  the  Nation. 

IF  any  Ohjedions  (not  grounded 
on  private  Inter  eft)  Jhall  he  made  t$ 
^hat  Ihave  here  offered^  I  believe  a 
Jatisfa&ory  Jnfwer  may  be  given  to 
them  ij  this  Honourable  Hou/e  Jhall 
think  "what  I  have  IVritten^  worthy 
their  Conjideration, 

ALL  IJhdl  further  add ^  is^  that 
itcanfcarce  he  Matter  of  Dou^t,  hut 
that  mo/1  Men  will  fart  with  their 
Securities  on  ^rtvate  Funds ^  and  rely 
on  the  General  Credit  of  the  Nation^ 
though  at  a  lower  Intereft^  whereby 
thofe  Funds  will  by  degrees^  become 
apart  of  the  general  Security^  whtch 
with  ^hat  new  7'a^cs  Jhall  be  given  ^ 
will  be  fo  ufcjul  in  Circulation^  that 
it  will  be  ne>it  to  Imfo^ble^for  the 
mojl  makious  Proje^ors^  to  lejjen  the 

Credit 
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Credit  of  Juch  a  Bank^  or  to  make  a 
Run  u^on  tty  and  thofe  Taxes  that 
are  heavieft  on  the  Poor^  and  mojl  In-- 
jurious  to  our  Manufactures^  may  le         > 
taken  off :  And  there  wll  he   this 
farther  Advantage^  that  the  Jeveral 
Offices^  who  are  entrufled  to  huy  jor 
the  UJe  of  the  Public ^  according  to 
Juth  Sums  of  Money  ^  as  Jhall  from 
time  to  time  be  /d^^^o^^iated  hy  the 
parliament^  'will  he  enabled  to  Pur* 
chafe  all  things  on  the  lo*wefi  Terms ^ 
*wbcn  their  Bills  on  this  Bank^  Jhall  be 
as  pmdually  di/charged^  at  the  time 
^xn  tbey  become  due  ^  as  if  they  'were 
Bills  of  Exchange^  and  in  the  mean 
time^afsfiom  Man  to  Man  in  Pay- 
ment^ 'which  will  be  an  Addition  t^ 
the  Cajh  of  the  Nation^  whereby  a 
great  deal  wiUbefavedin  what  they 
lay  outy  and  Men  of  Induflry^  but  of 
Jrndl  Stocksy  will  be  enabled  to  deal 

with       • 
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"With  the  Government^  whicb  noisj^U 
they  cnnnot  do  ;  and  "will  Endeavdwf^ 
iA)ho  flail  Ju^^y  it  on  the  bejl  Terms^^, 
'when  hy  Juch  Payments^  they  /hall 
he  Furnijhtd'^  to  go  t^  Market  again ;  ^ 
and  the  Debts  of  the  Nation  "will  be 
Jo  Incorporated   therewith^  that   it 
*will  he  every  Mans  Inter  eft  toju^- 
fort  its  Credit  y  and  the  Eye  of  a  Par- 
liament^ *which  hath  Po'wer  to  make 
•Examples  of  Offenders^  ^uuho  through 
Fraud  or  Malice^  Jhall  offer  Violence 
thereto^   isoill   he  Jufficient  to  deter 
any  fromfuch  Evil  PyaUk^t. 

I  am, 
Witli  all  dutiful  Refpea, 

Your  Honours, 
_  ,^..Mpft  Obediepl^,.^,,, 
Servant. 

John  Gary.  ^ 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


H  E  following  Sheets  are  the 
Work  of  a  Gentleman,    a 
very  confiderable  Merchant 
at  Brijioly   whofe  extenlive 
Knowledge  of,  and  Judgment  in  Trade, 
induced  fome  Gentlemen  who  were  well 
acquainted  with  his  Capacity,  to  defire 
him  to  give  them  his  Opinion  on  Trade 
in  general,  and  ours  in  particular  j  he  did, 
without  any  Delign  of  being  an  Author, 
or  the  leaft  Intention  of  printing  it  j  but 
having  fhewn  his  Papers  to  thofe  Gentle- 
n^en,  they  defired  he  would  publifh  them,. 
a  which 
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which  he  at  laft  confented  to,  and  had 
a  fmall  Number  printed  in  Brijloly  at  his 
own  Expence. 

;  "vThe  Book  having  met  with  its  defer- 
ved  Succefs,  he  re-printed  it,  with  fome 
confiderable  Additions ;  but  that  Edition 
having  been  fold  of,  and  himfelf  dying 
fbon  after,  it  was  with  much  Difficulty 
I  obtained  that  Copy  from  which  this  is 
printed,  nor  fhould  I  as  yet  have  thought 
of  getting  it  re-printed,  but. 

The  many  Prizes  taken  by  our  Ships 
of  War,  as  well  as  Privateers,  fince  the 
Commencement  of  the  War  with  France, 
^-^-ij^ing  a  fufficient  Proof  of  the  Increafe"" 
of  her  Trade,  and  the  Decay  of  ours, 
I  imagined  any  Work  that  might  tend 
to  the  promoting  our  Trade,  would  meet 
with  due  Encouragement ;  and  I  am  apt 
to  believe  no  Book  on  the  Subjed:  de- 
ferves  it  more  than  this. 

There 
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There  is  annexed  to  it,  the  Adl  of 
Parliament  made  in  the  7th  and  8th  of 
King  William,  in  favour  of  the  City  of 
Brijiol,  for  regulating  their  Poor;  and 
by  way  of  Appendix,  the  Proceedings  of 
the  Magiflrates  in  confequence  of  th^t 
Ad,  worthy  of  Imitation.  ;•,;,  =-r 

Our  Streets  being  daily  infefted  by 
fwarms  of  Beggars,  perhaps  th?  Publifh- 
ifig  thefe  Proceedings  may  furnifh  fome 
Hints  to  thofe  Gentlemen,  who  are  daily 
feeking  after  a  Method  of  preventing  the 
many  Robberies,  Cruelties,  and  Outrages 
committed  in  our  Streets  every  Night  of 
late,  and  no  doubt  but  many  of  thofe 
who  are  Beggars  in  the  Day-time,  are 
the  very  People  who  do  fo  much  Mif- 
chief  at  Night ;  could  they  therefore  be 
brought  under  properRegulations,it  would 
undoubtedly  in  fome  Meafure  be  a  Re- 
medy to  that  Evit,  and  at  the  fame  time 
encreafe  the  Riches  of  thefe  Kingdoms, 

b; 
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by  keeping  Co  many  idle  Perfons  of  both 
Sexes  employed. 

'  1  /hall  not  trouble  the  Reader  any  fur* 
ther  concerning  this  Work,  whofe  Merit 
will  I  hope  fpeak  for  itfelf, 


DISCOURSE 


A 


DISCOURSE 


O  N 


TRAD  E,    &c. 


N  Order  to  difcover,  whether  a  Of  TraJt 
Nation  gets  or  lofes  by  its  ^"  ^^«*^^'< 
Trade,  *tis  necefiary  firft  to  en- 
quire into  the  Principles  where- 
on it  is  built  ;  for  Trade  hath 
its  Principles,  as  other  Sciences  have,  and  as 
difficult  to  be  underftood  ;  but  when  they  are, 
'tis  eafy  to  difcover  whether  a  Nation  gets  or 
lofes  by  its  Management,  and  without  this, 
we  are  not  capable  of  making  any  true  Judg- 
ment, it  being  poflible  for  the  Public  to  grow 
B  Poor, 


V 


.J\ 
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Poor,  vvhilft  private  Perfons  encreafe  their 
Fortunes. 

Th  e  Defign  of  this  little  Treatife,  is  to 
difleft  and  lay  open  the  Trade  of  this  King- 
dom, as  it  is  now  driven,  that  fo  thofe  Bran- 
ches that  fliall  appear  to  be  Profitable  may  be 
Encouraged,  and  thofe  that  are  Otherwife  may 
be  Amended. 

The  Profits  of  this  Kingdom  arife  from 
its  Produfl  and  Manufactures  at  Home,  and 
from  the  Growths  of  thofe  feveral  Plantations 
it  hath  fettled  Abroad,  and  from  the  Fifh 
taken  on  the  Coafts,  all  which  being  raifed 
by  the  Induftry  of  the  People,  are  both  its 
true  Riches,  and  the  Tools  whereby  it  Trades 
to  other  Nations,  the  Produfls  coming  from 
the  Earth,  and  the  Manufaduring  of  them 
being  an  Addition  to  their  Value  by  the  La*- 
bour  of  the  People  ;  now  where  we  barter 
thefe  Things  abroad  for  fuch  as  are  only  fit 
to  be  eat  and  drank,  or  are  wafted  among  our- 
felves,  though  one  Man  may  get  by  the  Lux- 
ury of  another,  yet  the  Wealth  of  the  King- 
dom doth  not  encreafe  •,  but  it  is  otherwife 
where  we  change  them  tor  Bullion,  or  for 
Commodities  fit  to  be  manufactured  again. 


The 
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The  firft  Original  of  Trade  both  Dome-//j  Orhi- 
ftic  and  Foreign  was  Barter,  when  one  pri- 
•vate  Perfon,  having  an  Overplus  of  fuch 
Things  as  his  Neighbour  wanted,  furnifhed 
him  therewith  for  their  Value  in  fuch  whereof 
the  other  had  plenty,  but  he  ftood  in  need 
of  the  fame,  when  one  Nation  abounding 
in  thofe  Produfts  which  another  wanted,  fup- 
ply'd  it  therewith,  and  received  for  •  them 
Things  equally  neceffary  in  their  ftead  ;  and 
by  how  much  the  Produtfis  of  any  Nation 
exceeds  its  Wants,  by  fo  much  it  grew  richer, 
the  Remainder  being  fold  for  Bullion,  or 
fome  Staple  Commodity,  allowed  by  all  to 
have  an  intrinfic  Value. 

And  as  People  encreafed,  fo  did  Com- 
merce, which  caufed  many  to  go  off  from 
Hufliandry  to  Manufactures,  and  other  Ways 
of  Living,  for  Convenience  whereof  they 
began  Communities  :  This  was  the  Original 
of  Towns,  which  being  found  neceffary  for 
Trade,  their  Inhabitants  encreafed  by  Expec- 
tation of  Profit  ;  this  introduced  Foreign 
Trade  or  Trafic  with  neighbouring  Nations  ; 
and  this  a  Defire  to  fettle  rather  on  fome  na- 
vigable Rivers,  than  in  remote  Inland  Places, 
whereby  they  might  be  more  eafily  fupply*d 
from  the  Country  with  Commodities  fit  to 
B  2  export, 
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export,  and   difperfe  thither  thofe  they  had 
imported  from  abroad. 
The  Trade     I  ^^11  "^ow  take  the  Trade  of  this  King- 
ef  this      dom,  as  it  is  divided  into  Domeftic  and  Fo- 
reign, and  confider  each,   and  how   they  are 
advantagious  to  the  Nation,  and  miy  be  made 
more  fo. 
Maud  The  Domeftic  or   Inland   Trade  confifts 

'I'rade.      either  in  Hufbandry,  Manufaftures,  or  Baying 
Buying and^nd  SslHng ;  the  laft  of  which,   whereby  one 
Se//:f>g.      Man  lives  by  the  Profit  he  makes  by  another, 
/         brings  no  Advantage  to  the  Public  ;  Peoples 
V         Occafions  requiring  Commodities  to  be  retailed 
j^c  to  them  in  fuch  fmall  Quantities  as  would  fit 

rv4>3^  "  "  their  Neceffities,  they  were  willing  to  allow  a 
AAV'.  Profit  to  him  who  bought  them  in  greater  ; 
and  as  this  Sort  of  Traffic  came  more  in  ufe, 
fo  the  firft  Buyers  not  only  fold  their  Com- 
modities to  the  Confumers  in  the  Places  where 
they  dwelt,  but  alfo  to  others,  who  being 
feated  in  the  Country  at  a  diftance,  made  an 
Advantage  by  fupplying  the  Inhabitants  there : 
This  begat  the  Ingroffing  Commodities,  and 
thence  arofe  Skill  and  Cunning  to  forefee  their 
Rife  and  Falls,  according  to  their  Confump- 
tion  and  Profpedl  of  Supply.  Hence  came 
the  Viciating  our  Manu failures,  every  one 
endeavouring  to  underbuy,    that  he   might 

underfell 
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underfell  his  Neighbour ;  which  Way  of 
Living  being  found  in  Time  to  have  lefs  La- 
bour and  more  Profit  than  Hulbandry  and 
Manufadbures,  was  the  Reafon  fo  many  fell 
into  it. 

From  thefe  Bargains  Differencies  arifing, 
encouraged  another  Sort  of  People,  whofe 
Bufinefs  it  was,  either  by  their  Wifdoms  to 
perfuade,  or  by  their  Knowledge  in  the  Laws 
to  compel,  the  unjuft  Perfons  to  do  Right  to 
their  Fellow-Traders  (an  Honourable  Employ- 
ment at  the  firft,  and  is  ftill  fo  in  thofe  who 
keep  to  the  ftridt  Rules  of  its  Inftitution.) 
Hence  arofe  Attorneys,  Sollicitors,  and  other 
Officers,  which  were  found  neceflfary  to  at- 
tend on  thofe  Suits,  and  other  Services  of  the 
Law. 

Trade  brought  Riches,  and  Riches  Lux .  c^jtlk'^'^ 
ury  •,  Luxury  brought  Sicknefs,  and  Sicknefs  /;a>^'^^^ 
wanted  Phyfic  ;  which  required  fome  to  fepa-     \r\ 
rate  themfelves  to  fludy  the  Nature  of  Plants  }   ^^>>j'^'' 
and  Simples,  as  alfo  of  thofe  feveral  Difeafes 
which  bring  Men  to  their  Ends,  who  for  their 
Advice  received  Gratuities  from  their  Patients : 
Thefe  brought  in  Apothecaries  and  Surgeons, 
as  necelTary  Attendants  to  their  Employments ; 
all  which  were  maintained  by  keeping  People 
in  their  Healths.     Many  alfo  of  ripe   Parts 
B  3  were 
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were  fitted  for  the  Service  of  the  Church,  o- 
thers  of  the  State  ;  great  Numbers  were  em- 
ployed in  providing  Necefiaries  of  Meat, 
Drink,  and  Apparel,  others  in  fitting  Things 
for  Delights  and  Pleafure,  and  by  this  Means 
leaving  Hufbandry  and  Manufadures,  fl.ocl<*d 
off  daily  to  Livelihoods,  which  though  ufe- 
ful  and  convenient  in  their  relpcctive  Stations,' 
yet  cannot  be  faid  to  encreafe  the  Riches  of  this 
Nation,  but  to  live  by  getting  from  one  ano-; 
ther  •,  Hufbandry  and  Manufactures  being  the: 
profitable  Employments,  out  of  which  it  ga- 
thers its  Wealth. 

The  next  Part  of  the  Inland  Trade  of  this. 
Kingdom  is  Hufbandry,  which  anteceded 
Buying  and  Selling  in  point  of  Time,  though 
the  other  is  treated  of  firfi  in  this  Difcourfe  ;. 
and  this  confifls  either  in  Feeding  or  Tillage, 
by  both  which  we  raife  great  Store  of  Cattle, 
Corn,  and  Fruits,  fit  for  the  Food,  Service, 
and  Trade  of  the  Inhabitants. 
.  To  begin  with  Feeding  :  And  here  I  might 
enumerate  the  various  Sorts  of  Cattle  raifed  and 
bred  by  the  Care  of  the  Husbandman  ;  but 
thofe  of  moft  Note  with  refped  to  our  Trade, 
are, 

I.  The 
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1.  The  Beef ;  which  befides  the  Excellen- 
cy of  its  Flefh  for  Food,  affords  many  Ne- 
cefTaries  for  our  Trade,  and  is  very  fervice- 
able  in  Tillage  -,  with  this  we  both  nourifli 
our  Inhabitants  at  home,  vidual  our  Ships  for 
Foreign  Voyages,  and  load  them  with  the  fe- 
veral  Manufactures  wherewith  it  doth  fupply 
us }  from  the  Milk  we  make  Butter  and 
Cheefe,  from  the  Flefh,  Beef,  from  the  Skin, 
iLeacher,  from  the  Fat,  Tallow,  and  of  the 
Horns  feveral  ufeful  NecefTaries  ;  the  Over- 
plus whereof,  above  our  own  Confump- 
tion,  we  export,  and  fell  in  Foreign  Mar- 
kets. 

2.  The  Sheep;  whofe  Golden  Fleece  be- 
ing the  Primum  of  our  Woollen-Manufaftures, 
does  thereby  employ  Multitudes  of  our  Peo- 
ple ;  which  being  of  different  Lengths  and 
Finenefs,  makes  them  of  various  Sorts  ; 
whereof  they  afford  us  a  yearly  Crop  whihl 
living,  and  at  their  Deaths  we  have  their 
Flefh  and'  Skins  •,  the  firfl  ferves  for  our 
Food,  and  of  the  laft  we  make  Things,  fit 
to  be  ufed  at  Home,  and  traded  with  A- 
broad. 

3.  Horses  •,  whofe  Labour  is  fo  necefTury, 
that  we  can  neither  carry  on  our  Husbandry 
or  Trade  without  them  •,    befides   their  Fit- 

B  4  nefs 
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nefs  for  War,  being  accounted  the  boldeft 
in  the  World  ;  and  for  all  thefe  Ufes  are 
tranfported  abroad  ;  for  the  firft,  to  our  Plan- 
tations  in  America ;  and  for  the  laft,  to  fomc 
of  our  Neighbouring  Nations :  But  their 
Flefhis  ofnoUfe,  their  Skins  of  little,  the 
Leather  made  of  them  being  very  ordinary, 
only  the  longeft;  of  their  Hair  is  ufed  in 
Weaving. 

There  are  fundry  other  Sorts  of  Beafts, 
fome  whereof  require  no  Care  in  Raifing,  o- 
thers  little,  fucq  as  the  Stag,  the  Deer,  the 
Rabbet,  the  Hare,    the   Badger,   the  Goat, 
and  many  others,   vvhofe  Skins  are  neceffary 
for  our  Trade,  and  ufeful  in  our  Manufac- 
tures. 
fillagt.         Tillage   is  that  whereby    we  raife  our 
Corn  by  turning  up  the   Earth  -,  the  feveral 
Sorts  whereof  are  Wheat,  Rye,  Barley,  Peafe, 
Beans,  Vetches,    Oats,  &c,  which  not  only 
afford    Nourifhment    to    ourfelves,   and    the 
Beafts  we  ufe  in  Labour,  but   ferve  alfo  for 
Trade ;    as  they   give   Employment   to  our 
People  at  home,  and  are  tranfported  abroad, 
more  or  lefs,  tccording  to  the  Overplus   of 
our  Expence,  and  the  Want  of  our  Neigh- 
bours, befides  the  great  Quantities  us'd  in  our 
Navigation* 

These 
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These   Products  are  all   clear   Profit  to 
the  Nation,  being  raifed  from  Earth  and  La- 
bour ;  but  their  chief  Advantages  arife  from 
their    being  exported,    either  in   their  own 
Kinds,  or  when  wrought  up,  the  Remainder, 
which  is  fpent  at  home,   tending  rather  to 
fupply   our    Wants,    than   to    advance   our 
Wealth  :  Which  Exports  being  more  or  lefs, 
according   to  the  Price   they   bear  in  other 
Countries,  and  thofe  arifing   from   the  Pro- 
portion their  Lands  holds  with  ours  in  theii; 
Yearly  Rents,  are  not  fo  great  in  Specie,  as 
when  wrought  up.     Butter   is   the   chiefeft, 
wherewith  we  fupply  fevcral  Foreign   Mar- 
kets, and  did  formerly  more,  till  by  making 
it   bad,    and  ufing   Tricks    to    encreafe   its 
Weight,  we  loft  much  of  that   Trade,   and 
are  now  almoft  beaten  out  of  it  by  Ireland, 
which  every  Year  makes  theirs  better  ;  be- 
fides,  they  underfell  us  in  the  Price,  as  they 
do  alfo  in  Beef,  occafioned  by  the  low  Rents 
of  their  Lands. 

'TwAS  the  A61  of  Prohibition  made  for- 
merly in  England^  that  firft  ufhered  them 
into  a  Foreign  Trade,  their  fole  Dependance 
before  that  Time  being  on  our  Markets,  and 
from  hence  they  were  fupplied  with  wh?.t  they 
wanted  5  but  being  thereby  prohibited  from 

bringing 
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bringing  hither  their  Cattle  and  other  Pro- 
vifions,  they  endeavoured  to  find  a  Vent  for 
them  in  other  Markets,  which  they  did  with 
good  Saccefs,  and  to  more  Advantage  ;  the 
Sweetnefs  whereof  gave  a  Spring  to  their 
Induftry,  and  put  them  on  the  Woollen-Ma- 
nufadlures,  which  they  alfo  vended  where 
they  exported  their  Provifions,  till  in  time  it 
became  fo  great  and  flourilhing,  as  to  give  us 
Apprehenfions  it  would  endanger  ours. 

Corn.  As  for  Corn ;  foreign  Markets  are  fupplied 

therewith,  both  from  thence,  and  from  the 
Iflands  of  the  Azores,  cheaper  than  the  Rents 
of  our  Lands  will  admit ;  but  our  Plantations 
have  ftill  fome  Dependance  on  us  for  our  Pro- 
duct, and  as  the  Lands  of  Ireland  rife  in  their 
yearly  Value,  they  will  have  more.  We  al- 
fo raife  confiderable  Quantities  of  Hemp  and 
Flax,  both  which  are  ufeful  in  our  Trade. 

Fruits.  The  other  Fruits  of  the  Earth,  fuch   as 

Apples,  Pears,  Cherries,  Plumbs,  together 
with  the  Herbs  and  Plants,  ferve  rather  for 
Food  and  Delight  than  for  Trade*  Some 
Cider  we  do  export  -,  alfo  Spirits  raifed  by  the 
Diftillers,  both  from  fome  of  thefe,  and  from 
Barly. 

lifi.  ^N  the  Sea-Coaft  both  of  this  Kingdom, 

and  alfo  of  Newfoundland^  and  New-England, 

arc 
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are  caught  great  Store  of  Cod-Fifh,  Herrings, 
and  Pilchards,  which  are  faved,  and  Ibid  in 
foreign  Maricets. 

Nor  is  this  all  the  Produd  of  our  Earth,  a//»^,-«/j. 
whofe  Womb  being  big  with  Treafure,  brings 
forth  Lead,  Tin,  Copper,  Calamy,  Coal, 
Culm,  Iron,  Allom,  Copperas,  and  fundry 
other  Minerals,  which  are  fold  in  foreign 
Markets,  whither  we  fend  them  :  Befides  a 
great  Expeflation  we  have  from  a  much  richer 
and  more  valuable  Difcovery,  lately  made  in 
that  Part  oi  Great -Britain  called  Scotland. 

Among  the  feveral  Trees  that  adorn  our  ^7-^^^^^ 
Fields,  the  Oak,  the  Elm,  and  the  Afli,  are 
the  chiefeft  ;  thefe  not  only  ferve  in  Building 
our  Ships  and  Houfes,  but  alfo  furnifh  us 
with  materials,  wherewith  our  Artificers  make 
many  things  fit  for  Commerce  :  And  it  were 
much  to  be  wifh'd,  that  better  Care  was  taken 
to  prefervc  our  Timber,  for  the  Benefit  of 
Pofterity. 

The  third  Part  of  our  Inland  Trade  isM^w- 
cur  Manufaflures,  whereby  our  Produdls  ^vc^"^"''"' 
improv'd  in  their  Values  and  made  ufeful  in 
fundry  Manners,  both  for  our  felves  and  o- 
thers,  by  the  labour  of  our  People;  and  fitted 
for  fuch  Services,  as  of  their  own  Natures, 
without  the  help  of  Art,  they  could  not  have 

been 
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been  proper ;  and  thofe  to  fuit  the  NecelTities 
and  Fancies,  both  of  our  own,  and  alfo  of 
foreign  Countries  to  which  we  export  them  ; 
where  they  yield  a  Price,  not  only  accord- 
ing to  the  true  value  of  the  Materials  and 
Labour,  but  an  Overplus  according  to  the  Ne- 
ceflity  and  Humour  of  the  Buyers :  And  this 
adds  to  the  Profit,  and  encreafes  the  Wealth 
of  the  Kingdom. 

These     Manufadures,     as   they   employ 
Multitudes  of  our  People  in  their  Making, 
fo  alio  in  Exporting  them,  and  importing  fo- 
reign Materials  to  be  ufed  with  our  own,  fuch 
asOyl,  Dye-ftuff,  Silk,  Wooll,  Cotton,  Baril- 
lia  and  many  others,  which  are  either  manu- 
fadured  here  by  themfelves,  or  workt  up  with« 
our  own  Produft. 
Sheeph-         And  firft  to  begin  with  Sheep's- Wooll, 
whereof  either  by  it  felf,  or  mixt  with  Silk 
or  Linnen,  we  make  Variety  of  pretty  Things, 
fit  for  all  Climates,  and  proper  for  the  Wear- 
ing of  both  Sexes ;  wherein  the  Invention  and 
Imitation  of  our  Workmen  have  been  {o  great, 
that  they  have  out-done  all   thac  went   before 
them.     From  a  flrong  Cloth,  fit  to  keep  out 
Cold  in  Winter,  they  have  turn*d  their  hands 
to  a  fine  thin   fort,    which  will  fcarce  keep 
warm  in   Summer  j  from   hence  they  fell  on 

Perpets 
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Perpets,  Serges,  Crapes,  Stuffs,  Sayes,  Ra- 
toons,  Antherines,  and  many  other  Things, 
fit  both  for  outward  Garments,  and  inward 
Linings ;  of  various  Colours,  Stripes,  and 
Flowers,  fome  of  them  fo  fine  and  pleafanr, 
as  Icarce  to  be  known  from  Silk :  Befides 
thofe  Multitudes  of  coarfer  Cloth  for  the  Poor; 
alfo  Rugs,  Blankets,  and  all  forts  of  Furni- 
ture for  Houfes.  And  fuch  a  Progrefs  have 
they  made  in  thefe  Manufactures,  that  a  Man 
may  have  his  Pifture  wrought  at  the  Loom, 
with  the  fame  Exadlnefs  as  if  drawn  with  a 
Pencil ;  one  Work-man  vying  to  excell  ano- 
ther, they  make  Things  to  anfwer  all  Occa- 
fions.  And  as  for  Arras  and  Tapeftry,  I 
believe  it  will  be  allowed,  that  they  do  not 
fall  Ihort  of  thofe  from  whom  they  firft  had 
the  Art :  Add  to  thefe,  Hats,  Stockings,  and 
many  other  things,  which  are  both  worn  at 
home,  and  exported  abroad. 

The  next  material  for  the  Manu fa6lu res  Co/zow- 
is  Cotton  Wool,  which  is  now  become  a  great  ^^°<>^' 
Imployment  for  the  poor,  and  fo  adds  to  the 
Wealth  of  the  Kingdom  ;  This  being  curioufly 
pickt  and  fpun,  makes  Dimities,  Tapes, 
Stockings,  Gloves,  befides  feveral  things 
Wove  fit  for  ufe,  as  Waftcoats,  Pettycoats, 
and  Drawers,  of  different  Stripes   and  Fine- 

nefs> 
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nefs  j  and  I  doubt  not  the  Workmen   would 
equal  the  Eajl  Indies  for  Callicoes,  had  they 
Encouragement ;  with   all  which   we  fupply 
\J  our  Plantations  and  other  foreign   Markets, 

befides  what  ferves  for  our  Confumption  at 
Home.  * 

Hemp  and  Hemp  and  Flax  are  the  Grounds  for  ano- 
Flax.  ther  Manufad:ure ;  for  tho*  Weaving  of  Lin- 
nen  is  not  fo  much  ufed  in  South  Britain) 
as  of  Woollen,  yet  in  North  Britain  it  is,  and 
may  be  farther  improved,  not  fo  much  by 
Laws  todireftthe  Workmen  in  their  making 
it,  as  by  apt  Methods  to  encourage  them; 
and  even  in  South  Britain  feveral  Counties 
are  imployed  thereon,  who  not  only  fupply 
themfelves,  but  furnifli  thofe  bordering  on 
them,  with  fuch  Cloth  as  anfwers  the  ends  of 
French  Linnens:  Befides  which  great  Quanti- 
ties of  Ticking,  of  all  FinefTes,  Incle,  Tapes, 
,;. .  Sacking,  Girtwhip,  and  many  other  Things 
)^^'  are  made  thereof;  alfo  Cordage,  Twine,  Netts, 
with  Multitudes  of  other  Manufaftures,  which 


%y 


^■J^  imploy  the  Poor,  and  bring  by  their  Exports 
**  Profit  to  the  Nation  ;  and  I  can  not  here  o- 

mit  Sail-cloth,  wherein  we  have  made  a  won- 
derful Progrefs  in  a  little  time,  at  the  Charge 
and  Expence  of  private  Stocks,   who  deferve 


to  be  encouraged. 


Glass 
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Glass  is  a   Manufaflure  brought    to  foG/a/s. 
great  a  Perfeftion,  that  it  keeps  many  of  our 
People  at  Work ;  and  the  Materials  whereof 
it  is  made   being  generally  our  own,  and  in 
themfelves  of  fmall   Value,  cofts  the  Nation 
little,  in  comparifon  of  what  it  formerly  did, 
when  we  fetch'd  it  from  Venice ;    the  Noble 
Plate  Glafies  which  we  now  make  of  all  forts, 
both  for  Houfes  and  Coaches,  do  greatly  fet 
forth  the  Genius  of  our  Workmen  ;    befides 
the  various  Sorts  of  Utcnfils   made  for  com- 
mon ufe,    fit  for   all  the  Occafions  of  a  Fa-    j 
mily,  which   look  almoft  as  well   as  Silver,    f 
and  it  would  be  better  for  the  Nation    that  I 
they  were   more  ufed   in   its  (lead ;  alfo   the 
Glafs  for   Windows,   of  different   Beauties; 
and  Glafs  Bottles  ;  all  which   find  a  greater 
Vent   both  at  Flome  and  Abroad  by  their 
Cheapnefs, 

And  as  for  earthen  Ware,  the  FrogreCs Eatt/jen- 
we  have  made   therein  is  fuch,   as  may  give  ^*''» 
us  Hopes,  that  Time  will  bring  it  to  fuch  a 
Perfeftion,    as    to  equal    if  not  exceed   the 
DuUh. 

Silk  is  another  Material  for  a  great  Ma- 5'//^. 
nufaflure  ;  which  being  brought  from  abroad 
Raw,  we  here  Twift,  Dye,  and  Weave  into 
different  Goodneffes,  both  Plain,  Striped,  and 

Flowered, 


>/ 


i^ 


16  A  Dlfcourfe  on  TRADE,   f£c. 

Flowered,  either  by  itfelf,  or  mixt  with  Gold 
and  Silver ;  fo  Richly  Brocaded,  that  we  ex- 
ceed thofe  from  whom  we  firft  had  the  Art  • 
befides  great  Quantities  of  Ribbons,  Silk 
Stockings,  and  other  Things,  nof  only  to  ferve 
ourfelves,  but  alfo  to  Export. 
Viflillhg.  Distilling  is  an  Art  fo  exceedingly  im- 
proved, that  had  it  not  met  with  difcouraging 
Laws,  'twould  by  this  Time  have  attained 
to  a  very  great  Heigth,  and  brings  great 
Profit  to  the  Nation  ;  for  next  to  making 
fomething  out  of  nothing,  is  the  making 
fomething  that  is  Valuable  out  of  what  would 
otherwife  be  worth  nothing  ;  therefore  this 
Art  ought  to  have  been  handled  charily,  to 
have  been  trained  up  with  a  great  deal  of 
Gentlenefs,  and  not  loaded  with  Taxes  in 
its  Infancy,  by  which  Means  we  were  like  to 
difcourage  it  in  the  beginning  ;  however  it 
hath  ftill  bore  up  under  all  the  Weight  laid 
upon  it ;  'twas  a  great  miftake  to  appoint 
Meafures  by  Afl  of  Parliament  to  the  Diftil- 
lers  in  their  Workings  ;  Mens  Knowledge 
encreafes  by  Obfervation,  and  this  is  the 
Reafon  why  one  Age  exceeds  another  in  any 
Sort  of  Miftery,  becaufe  they  improve  the 
Notions  of  thofe  who  went  before  them ; 
Therefore  confining   the   Diftillers  to  Corn 

only. 
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only,  was  an  Error,  ('Tis  true,  other  Things 
were  allowed  to  be  ufed,  but  on  fuch  Terms 
and  Reftriftions,  as  were  next  to  a  Prohi- 
bition) who  by  degrees  would  have  made 
Experiments  on  that  themfelves,  ufing  it  with 
other  Mixtures,  and  thereby  drawing  from 
it  a  cleaner  Spirit  than  it  doth  of  itfelf  afford, 
which  they  might  in  Time  have  redified  to 
fuch  a  Finenefs,  as  to  have  encreafed  very 
much  its  Ufe  •,  no  Kingdom  can  give  more 
Encouragement  to  Diftiliing  than  this,  whole 
Plantations  being  many,  and  well  Peopled, 
where  thofe  Spirits  are  fo  neceflary,  and  ufe- 
ful  for  the  Inhabitants,  and  thefe  depending 
wholly  on  us  for  all  things,  would  have  caufed 
a  Confumption  of  very  great  Quantities,  be- 
fides  what  is  ufed  in  our  Navigation ;  we  have  » 

many  Materials  of  our>own  to  work  on,  fuch 
as  are  MolofiTes,  Cyder,  Perry,  Barley,  and 
others,  all  which  in  Time  they  would  have 
ufed  ;  for  as  they  found  their  Sales  increafed, 
they  would  have  made  new  Effays  -,  it  was  a 
very  wrong  Step,  to  difcourage  Diftiliing  fronx 
Molofles,  Scum,  Tilts  and  Wa(h ;  an  Error 
the  Duich,  nor  no  Trading  Nation,  would 
have  been  guilty  of,  and  proceeded  from  ill 
Advice  given  the  Parliament,  by  thofe,  who 

C  under 
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under  Pretence  of  advancing  Corn,  defign'd 
to  difcourage  Diftilling,  only  offered  it  by 
that  handle  they  thought  it  would  be  beft 
received  in  the  Houle ;  Trade  and  Lands  go 
hand  in  hand  as  to  their  Intereft,  if  one 
Flourifhes  fo  will  the  other ;  Incourage  Di- 
ftilling, and  it  will  fpend  Hundreds  of  Things 
now  thrown  away. 

Sugar-  Refining  of  Sugars  have  given  Imploy- 

"^  '"^'  ment  to  our  People,  and  added  to  their  Value 
■  in  foreign  Markets,  where  we  found  great 
and  profitable  Sales,  till  the  Dutch  and  French 
beat  us  out,  occafioned  by  the  Duty  of  2  s. 
4  d.  per  Cent,  laid  on  Mufcovado  Sugars, 
I  Jac.  zd.  to  be  drawn  back  at  Exportation, 
whereby  they  were  wrought  up  abroad  cheaper 
then  they  could  be  at  home  -,  but  that  Law 
being  now  expired,  and  the  Parliament  have 
fince  granted  a  draw  back  on  refined  Sugars 
when  (hipt  out,  hath  very  much  helpt  that 
Manufacture. 

*rohacco.  Tobacco  alfo  hath  imployed  our  Poor 
by  cutting  and  Rowling  it,  both  for  a  home 
Confumption,  and  alfo  for  Exportation  ;  but 
the  latter  is  leflen'd,  as  the  Places,  to  which 
we  ufed  to  export  it,  work  it  up  them- 
felves. 

Tannin© 
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Tanning  of  Leather  is  an  Employment  7«««^«^ 
which  deferves  to  be  encouraged^  becaufe  it 
furnifhes  us  with  a  Gommodity^  fit  to  be  far- 
ther Manufadtured  at  home,  and  alfo  to  be 
tranfported  abroad  %  I  know  the  Exportation 
of  Leather  hath  been  much  oppofed  by  the 
Shoemakers^  and  others  who  cut  it  at  home^ 
and  reprefented  as  attended  with  ill  Confer 
quences,  one  whereof  is  the  making  it  dear ; 
but,  would  it  not  be  of  much  worfe  to  con- 
fine and  limit  that  Employment  to  an  In- 
land Expence  ?  On  the  other  fide,  would  it 
not  naturally  follow,  that  when  Leather  rifes 
to  a  great  Price,  the  Exportation  muft  ceafe^ 
becaufe  Ireland  m\\  underfell  us?  And  would 
it  not  feem  an  unreafonable  difcouragement  to 
Trade,  if  Tobacco,  Sugar,  and  the  Woollen 
Manufactures,  were  debarred  from  being  ex- 
ported, only  becaufe  they  fhould  be  fold 
cheaper  at  home  ?  For  fuppofe  the  Occafions 
of  the  Nation  could  not  confume  all  the  Lea- 
ther that  is  made,  to  what  a  low  Price  muft 
Hides  be  reduced^  for  no  other  Reafon,  but 
that  the  Shoemakers  may  get  more  by  their 
Shoes ;  'Tis  true,  if  they  could  make  out, 
that  thofe  Countries  muft  then  have  their 
Shoes  from  usi  where  wc  now  fell  our  Lea- 
ther, I  fhould  be  of  their  Minds  j  but  it  muft 
C  2  seedtf 
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needs  be  otherwife,  feeing  Ireland  is  able  to 
fupply  them ;  this  proceeds  from  a  very  nar- 
row Spirit,  and  fuch  as  ought  not  to  be  en- 
couraged in  a  trading  Nation  -,  a  good  ex- 
port for  Leather,  will  caufe  a  great  Import 
of  Raw-H,ides,  which  will  be  more  Ad- 
vantage to  the  Nation,  then  if  they  were 
tann*d  in  Ireland,  and  fent  abroad  thence. 
Minerals.  NoR  can  I  omit  the  feveral  Manufaftures 
made  of  the  fundry  Mineral  we  dig,  and  ren- 
der malleable,  which  would  be  endlefs  to  6- 
numerate,  viz,  of  Tin,  Ixad,  Iron  and  Cop- 
per, wherewith  we  not  only  furnifh  enough 
V  for  our  own  ufe,  but  fupply  our  Plantations, 

and  other  Places  Abroad,  the  Workman  (hip 
whereof  adds  much  to  their  Value;  and  from 
the  laft  of  thefe  we  have  of  late  made  Brafs 
and  Battery,  an  undertaking  b^gun  by  private 
Stocks,  and  carryed  on  without  the  help  of  a 
Patent  for  fourteen  Years,  and  I  am  of  Opi- 
nion, it  would  be  much  better  for  the  Nation, 
if  good  Projeftions  were  rewarded  fome  other 
way,   and  left   open,  to  be  improved  by  all 
who  wer^willing  to  make  Experiments  at  their 
own  Charge  ;  this  in  all  Probability  would  be 
a  more  likely  way  to  bring  them  to  perfefbion, 
and  in  lefs  Time,  then  to  tye  Men  down  like 
the  Motions  of  a  Clock,  to  be  direfled  only 
by  one  leaden  Weight  i    of  this  we  have  a 

late 


A Dffcourfe  onTR  ADE^  ^c.  21 

late  Inftance  in  the  Projed  of  Beech  Oyl, 
for  if  but  one  half  of  the  Profit  can  be  made 
thereby,  that  is  fet  forth  by  the  ingenious 
Patentee,  in  his  Book  written  on  that  Subjed, 
againft  which  I  fee  no  Objedion,  if  the  Com- 
putations are  rightly  ftated,  I  make  no  man- 
ner of  doubt,  but  that  private  Stocks  would 
before  this  Time  have  made  a  greater  Pro- 
grefs  therein,  than  hath  been  done  by  the 
prefent  Undertakers,  on  the  joint  Stock  i  and 
therefore  I  think  it  would  be  very  proper, 
where  fuch  Patents  are  granted,  after  fome 
reafonable  Time,  to  enquire  into  the  Pro- 
ceedings of  the  Patentees,  lead  the  Nation 
be  deprived  of  the  Advantages  it  expedled  to 
receive,  by  the  granting  thofe  Patents.  Chck-iuork 

There  are  many  other  Things  which 
may  be,  and  daily  are  improved  amongft 
us;  as  Clock-work,  wherein  we  fell  litde  but 
Art  and  Labour,  the  Materials  whereof  they 
are  made  being  but  of  fmall  Value  ;  Watches 
and  Clocks  of  great  Prices  being  fold  for  the 
Courts  of  foreign  Princes. 

Paper  Mills  are  a  Benefit  to  the  Nation, ?/?^fr- 
as  they  make  that  Commodity  from  things  of  ^'^^^' 
themfelves  worth  little;  fo  are  Powder-Mills  ',^j^^^''" 
alfo  Handicrafts,  who  fupply  us  with  things  ArtijUtru 
for  our  own  ufe,    which  muft  otherwife  be 
C  3  had 
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had  from  abroad,  and  alfo  with  others,  which 
when  exported,  are  more  or  lefs  profitable, 
as  the  Labour  of  ouf  People  adds  to  their 
Value,  Things  being  cheaper  to  us  when  we 
pay  only  for  the  firft  Materials  whereof  they 
are  made,  the  reft  being  Work  done  at  Home^ 
is  divided  amongft  our  felves  ;  fo  that  on  the 
Methods  to  whole  it  appears  to  be  the  great  Intereft  of 
improve     ^j^jg  Kingdom  to  advance  its  Manufaftures ; 

our  Manu-  ^ 

faaures.    and  this  I  humbly  conceive  may   be  done 

thefe  feveral  Ways. 

Byimplty       I.  By    providing  Work-Houfes  for    the 

S/  '      Poor,  and  making  good  Laws,  both  to  force 

and  incourage  them  to  work ;  But  defigning 

to  fpeak  larger   to  this  in  the  Clofc  of   this 

Trad,  I  Ihall  refer  the  Reader  thereto. 

By  freting      2 .  By  difcharging  all  Cuftoms  payable  on 

par  il^««-Qyj.  Manufaftures  at  their   Exportation,  and 

faSures  ^  _  _     ^ 

from  Cuf'  alfo  in  the  Materials  ufed  in  making  them 
^:'"^'  at  their  Importation  -,  for  as  one  would  en- 
courage the  Merchants  to  fend  more  abroad, 
fo  the  other  would  enable  the  Manufacturers 
to  afford  them  cheaper  at  home;  and  'tis 
Itrange  that  a  Nation,  whofe  Wealth  de- 
pends fo  much  on  its  Manufactures,  and  whofe 
Intereft  it  is  to  out  do  all  others,  by  underT 
felling  them  in  foreign  Markets,  fhould  load 
either  with  Taxes ;    but  there  having  been 

fomething 
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fomething  done  in  this  fince  my  offering  it 
to  the  Confideration  of  the  Parliament  in  a 
former  Difcourfe,  both  as  to  the  woollen  ma- 
nufadlure  exported,  and  alfo  to  dye  Stuffs 
imported,  which  hath  evidently  appeared  to 
be  an  Advantage  to  our  Trade,  it  may  be 
reafonably  hoped,  that  great  Council  of  the 
Nation  will  make  a  farther  Progrefs  therein, 
when  it  lliall  come  regularly  before  them ; 
becaufe  the  Exportation  of  all  our  Manufac- 
turers ought  to  be  encouraged,  and  not  re- 
ceive a  check  by  any  Modus  of  raifing  Money, 
that  fo  they  may  be  rendred  abroad  on  fuch 
Terms,  as  no  other  Nation  may  underfell  us ; 
this  whole  Kingdom  being  as  one  great  Work- 
houfe,  wherein  if  we  keep  our  Poor  im- 
ployed,  they  will  advance  the  Value  of  our 
Lands,  bjt  if  we  do  not,  they  will  become 
a  Load  upon  them. 

And  here  I  cannot  but  mention  that  ofloj^ovoa^ 
Logwood,  a  Commodity  much  ufed  in  Dy- 
ing, which  pays  five  Pounds  per  Tun  Cuf- 
ftom  when  imported,  and  draws  back  three 
Pounds  fifteen  Shillings  when  fhipt  out  again, 
by  which  means  the  dyers  in  Holland  ule  it 
fo  much  cheaper  then  ours  do  here  5  now  if 
it  was  imported  Cuftom  Free,  and  paid 
twenty  five  Shillings  •^er  Tun  at  its  Exporta- 
tion. 
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tion,  the  Dyers  there  would  ufe  it  fo  much 
dearer  than  ours ;  and  I  think  it  would  be 
well  worth  Inquiry,  whether  a  Prohibition, 
either  total  or  in  Part,  of  Shipping  out  our 
Manufadurers  thither,  and  to  the  northern 
Kingdom,  undy*d  and  undreft,  might  not  be 
made,  I  am  fure  it  v/ould  be  a  great  Ad- 
vantage to  this  Kingdom  if  it  could  be  done, 
without  running  into  greater  Inconveniences; 
the  Dutch  difcourage  their  being  brought  in 
dyed  or  drtft,  that  they  may  thereby  give 
imployment  to  their  own  People,  and  en- 
creafe .  their  Navigation  by  the  Confumption 
of  Dye-Stuff  j  the  fame  Reafon  fhould  pre- 
vail with  us  to  dye  and  drefs  them  at  home  -, 
but  this  requires  the  due  Confideration  of  a 
Committee  of  Trade,  to  hear  what  may  be 
faid  both  for  and  againft  it,  before  it  be  of- 
fered to  the  Parliament. 
Synotim-  2>-  By  difcouraging  the  Importation  of 
Sjfw/z- Commodities  already  manufadured  (unlefs 
nufasiur'd.  purchafed  by  our  own,  or  by  our  Produft)  fuch 
as  wrought  Silks,  Callicoes,  Brandy,  Glafs,  ^c. 
and  encouraging  the  bringing  in  the  Materials 
whereof  they  are  made,  to  be  wrought  up  here  *, 
by  which  Means  more  Ships  will  be  freighted, 
and  more  Sailors  imploy'd,  befides  the  great 
Advantage  to  the  Nation  in  the  Ballance  of  its 

Trade, 
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Trade,  which  muft  be  returned  in  Bullion,  as 
thofe  coft  lefs  abroad  than  the  other  •,  and  this 
will  enable  us  to  afford  a  greater  Confumption 
of  foreign  Commodities  to  pleafe  our  Palates, 
fuch  as  Wine,  Fruit,  and  the  like,  all  which 
fill  our  Ships,  and  are  fit  Subjeds  for  Trade, 
when  they  are  purchafed  by  our  Produft  and 
Manufadures,  and  that  the  Profit  of  our 
Trade  will  enable  the  Nation  to  bear  the  Ex- 
pence. 

4.  By  freeing  the  Manufaflures  from  bur- By  freeing 
thenfome  Excifes,  which  do  much  difcourage  ^a'-JW^wa- 

°  failures 

fmall  Stocks,  who  are  not  able  to  carry  onfotn  Ex- 
their  Trades,  and  make  Provifion  for  fuch^'^"'* 
great  Payments,  befides  the  Swarms  of  Offi- 
cers, to  whom  we  lay  open  the  Houfes  of  thofe 
Men,  who  deferve  all  the  Encouragement  we 
can  give  them,  and  ought  to  have  things  made 
as  eafy  to  them  as  may  be  -,  had  they  been  laid 
on  our  Woollen  Manufactures,  as  was  once 
haflily  propofed,  we  might  have  repented  it 
at  Leifure  ;  Trade  ought  to  be  handled  gent- 
ly, we  may  tax  the  Trader  without  medling 
with  his  Trade  •,  and  he  that  confiders  the  Ex- 
pence  of  this  Nation  at  Five  Pounds  per 
Head  (accounting  only  Eight  Millions  of  Peo- 
plej  comes  to  Forty  Millions  per  Annum,  and 

the 
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the  Lands  only  to  Twelve  or  Thirteen,  which 
is  more  than  they  can  be  computed  at  by  the 
A61  of  Four  Shillings  in  the  Pound,  may  fee 
how  much  we  are  beholding  to  Trade. 
Byrendting  5.  By  fecuring  the  Merchants  in  their 
cur  foreign  Xradcs,  who  cxDort  our  Produft  and  Manu- 

Jrade  fafe  ... 

andeafy.    faflures,  and  making  their  Bufinefs,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  Payment  of  their  Cuftoms,  as  eafy 
to  them  as  may  be  :  To  this  End  good  Con- 
voys Ihould  be  provided  in  Time  of  War,  and 
good  Cruizers  maintained  to  preferve  their 
Ships,  it  being  certain,  that  whatever  is  dimi- 
nifhed  out  of  the  Merchants  Stocks,  doth  fo 
far  difable  them  in  their  Trades,  and  confe- 
quently  leflen  their  Exports ;  great  Care  fhould 
Cujloms,    be  taken,  that  the  Modus  of  their  Entries  at  the 
Cuftom-Houfe  made  as  eafy  to  them  as  might 
be,  and  a  due  Attendance  given  at  the  loading 
and  difcharging  their  Goods  when  the  Cuftoms 
are  paid,  fo  that  they  may  be  difpatched  with- 
out  Delay,  and  no  unneceflary  Remoras  put  in 
their  Way,  the  Lofs  of  one  Tide  being  many 
\  Courts  of  t^^^^s  the  overthrow  of  a  Voyage  ;  Courts  of 
iV/i?/-<:/^fl«/j.  Merchants  fhould  be  ere(5bed  for  the  fpeedy 
deciding;  all  Differences  relating;  to  Sea-Affairs, 
which  are  better  ended  by  thofe  who  under- 
t-^ji  y^.-  ft  and  them,  than  they  are  in  Wejimnfier-Hall^ 
•     y/.r\*  where  all  things  are  tried  by  the  nice  Rules  of 
J""'  Law. 
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Law,  and  therefore  after  much  Attendance  and 
Expence,  are  often  referred  by  the  Judges  to 
fuch  as  are  converfant  in  Trade  ;  by  this 
Means  the  Merchants  would  fee  fhort  Ends 
to  their  Differences  ;  but  no  General  Rules 
can  be  given  for  thefe  Courts,  which  muft  be 
fettled,  as  they  fuit  the  Conveniencies  of 
Trading  Cities. 

6.  By  rendering  the  Bank  oi  England  mort  By  making 
applicable  to  the  Encouragement  of  our  Trade  J^g  ^^. 
than  now  it  is,  which  I  cannot  believe  the/«^- 
^lembers  of  that  Corporation  will   oppofe,      ^ 
when  it  fhall  manifeftly  appear,   not  only  to     ^j^' 
be  the  Intereft  of  the  Nation  in  General,  but 
alfo  their  own.     And  I  humbly  conceive  that 
it  may  be  fo  diredled,   that  every  Subjed  in 
his  particular  Station,   may  receive  a  Bertefic 
by  it. 

Ease,  Profit,  and  Security,  will  keep  a 
Bank  always  full  of  Money,  the  firft  of  which 
was  formerly  anfwered  by  the  private  Bankers, 
who  received  and  paid  put  Money  in  the  fame 
Manner  that  the  Bank  now  does,  and  their 
Notes  generally  were  as  current  j  but  being 
founded  on  their  own  Credits,  great  Loffes 
often  happened,  which  gave  great  Shocks  to 
Trade ;  'tis  true,  this  Mifchief  is  now  guarded 
againft^  by  the  Fund  which  the  Bank  of  Eng- 
land 
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land  hath  in  the  Hands  of  the  Government, 
Widonus  yet  Widows,  Orphans,  and  others  out  of  Trade, 
^lans  ^'  ^*^^  "°''  P'*ov^^^d  for ;  which  might  be  done, 
if  the  Bank  did  take  in  what  Money  might 
be  tend  red  to  them,  for  fuch  People  who  are 
not  able  to  manage  it  themfelves,  and  to  allow 

an  Intereft  of -per  Cent,  per  Annum, 

whilft  it  continued  in  their  Hands ;  which  tho* 
it  may  be  below  the  common  Rate,  yet  by 
Reafbn  of  the  Security  and  Readinefs  of  Pay- 
ment, 'twould  be  preferrable  to  a  greater,  at- 
tended with  Hazard  and  Uncertainties  ;  by 
this  Means  none  of  the  Money  would  lie  dead 
and  ufelefs  •,  and  on  the  other  Hand,  the  Bank 
might  have  Liberty  to  lend  any  Sums  at  the 
legal  Intereft,  on  this  Condition,  that  the 
Borrower  may  repay  it  bj  fuch  Parts  as  he  can 
fpare  it,  and  be  difcharged  of  the  Intereft  of 
what  he  fo  pays  in,  from  the  Time  of  its  Pay- 
ment, and  from  thenceforward  be  chargeable 
with  no  more,  than  doth  arife  from  the  Mo- 
ney that  remains  unpaid. 
•  .  ^  Nor  is  there  fuch  a  fafe  and  fettled  Courfe 
*es.  of  Remittances  from  Place  to  Place  as  Trade, 

and  the  other  Occafions  of  the  Nation  do  re- 
quire; Men  oftentimes  paying  their  Money 
for  Bills  which  are  not  pundlually  difcharged, 
and  fometimes  never,  tho'  they  give  a  Prce- 
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mio  to  the  Drawer,  which  obliges  the  travel- 
ling with  fo  much  Money,  and  gives  En- 
couragement to  Robbers ;  but  this  alfo  might 
be  prevented,  if  the  Bank  of  England  (that  is 
now  fettled  in  London)  did  appoint  Chambers 
in  other  Places  of  the  Kingdom,  at  fuch  Di- 
ftances  as  might  beft  fuit  the  Occafions  of  the 
Country,  and  that  their  Notes  given  out  for 
Money,  either  at  London^  or  in  any  one  of 
thofe  Chambers,  Ihould  be  demandable  in  any 
other  ;  or  by  drawing  Bills  at  one  Chamber 
payable  in  another,  the  Receiver  allowing  for 

fuch  Returns  after  the  Rate  of per  Ceni. 

in  the  Chamber  where  he  receives  his  Mo- 
ney. 

If  the  Bank  was  thus  regulated,  the  Nation 
would  foon  fee  its  good  Effedsj  Truftees 
might  place  out  Orphan's  Money  with  good 
Security,  and  Widows  and  others,  whofe 
Maintenance  depends  on  their  Intereft,  would 
have  it  duly  paid  to  anfwer  their  Occafions  ; 
the  whole  Calh  of  the  Kingdom  would  be  in 
a  continual  Circulation,  and  not  lie  dead,  as 
too  much  of  it  now  does ;  the  Gentry  and 
Traders,  who  are  obliged  on  many  Occafions 
to  take  up  great  Sums  at  Interefl:,  would 
have  it  made  eafy  to  them,  when  they  might 

pay 
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pay  in  by  fuch  Parts,  as  they  could  conveni-* 
ently  fpare  it ;  and  on  the  other  Hand,  it 
would  be  no  Inconvenience  to  the  Bank  to  re- 
ceive it,  which  will  by  this  Means  never  want 
Borrowers,  and  their  Notes  pafling  in  Pay- 
ment, will  circulate  inftead  of  Money, 

These  Methods  will  prevent  many  Cheats 
and  Loffes,  which  are  often  occafioned  by  frau- 
dulent and  infufficient  Drawers,  and  abate  the 
excefllve  Pramioh  which  are  demanded  by 
Remitters,  when  they  can  take  Advantages  o^ 
Men's  Neceflities ;  and  the  Taxes  received  in 
the  Country  might  be  quicker  and  fafer  paid 
into  the  Treafury.     And   if  the  Bank  was 
likewife  extended  to  Ireland^  it  would  be  an 
Advantage  to  both  Kingdoms,  which  I  fhall 
fpeak  farther  to,  when  I  come  to  difcourfe  of 
the  Trade  we  drive  to  that  Kingdom. 
By  increa-      J.  By  increafing  the  Silver  Coin  of  this 
fing  theSil-  Kingdom,  which  are  the  Tools  wherewith  the 
Trader  works :  It  may  at  firft  feem  flrange^ 
that  our  Silver  Coin  fhould  grow  fcarcer,  at  a 
Time  when  we  are  at  Peace  with  all  Nations^ 
our  Trade  open^  and  vaft  Quantities  of  Bul- 
lion yearly  imported  -,   but  he  that   confiders 
how  much  thereof  is  carried  away  to  the  Eaji- 
Indies,  and  how  little  Encouragement  the  Im- 
porter hath  to  fend  it  to  the  Mint,  when  he 
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can  fell  it  for  more  to  export,  than  it  wilL 
come  too  when  coined,  will  ceafe  to  wonder ; 
and  except  fome  Care  be  taken  in  this  Mat-  <] 
ter,  we  Ihall  foon  be  reduced  to  fuch  Straits,  '-^ 
that  the  Manufadlurers  muft  fland  ftill :  For 
tho*  Gold  may  ferve  for  large  Payments,  yet 
it  can't  anfwer  the  Occafions  of  the  Manu- 
faflurers,  who  are  to  make  their  Payments  a- 
mong  the  Poor. 

Now  if  thefe,  or  fuch  like  Methods,  were 
made  ule  of,  they  might  very  much  encreafe 
our  Silver  Coin  ;  as, 

1.  Let  the  Eaji-India  Company  be  limit- 
ted  in  the  Quantity  of  Bullion  they  fhall  fhip  \j^^ 
out  yearly,  whether  the  Number  of  Ships 
they  fend  be  few  or  many  •,  and  let  them  be 
oblig'd  to  carry  to  the  Mint  fuch  a  fuitable 
Proportion  according  to  what  they  fend  away, 
as  to  the  Wifdom  of  the  Parliament  Ihall 
feem  meet. 

2.  Let  Encouragement  be  given  to  all 
Perfons,  who  fhall  voluntarily  bring  Plate  or 
Bullion  to  be  coined. 

3.  Let  the  Plate  of  Orphans  be  brought 
into  the  Mint,  which  will  tend  to  their  Ad- 
vantage as  well  as  to  the  Nations,  whereas 
now  great  Quantities  lie  dead,  and  grow  out 

of 
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of  Fafhion  before  they  come  to  ufe  it,  which 
will  by  this  Means  be  turned  into  ready  Mo- 
ney, and  being  put  into  the  Bank,  the  In- 
tereft  thereof  may  be  employ*d  for  their  better 
Maintenance,  and  the  Trade  of  the  Nation 
will  alfo  receive  a  Benefit  thereby :  If  it  be 
objedled,  that  'tis  now  fold  to  Goldfmiths,  I 
think  this  make  the  Argument  for  fending  it 
to  the  Mint  much  ftronger,  becaufe  it  is  much 
better  that  it  were  turn*d  into  the  Coin  of  the 
Kingdom,  then  difpofed  of  in  any  other 
Way. 

As  for  Gold,  there  is  no  need  to  give  En- 
couragement to  bring  it  to  the  Mint,  'tis  on- 
ly a  Commodity,  and  not  the  Standard,  as 
Silver  is  5  befides,  'tis  generally  worth  more 
here  than  in  any  other  Country ;  and  'tis  ap- 
parent from  the  great  Quantity  thereof  which 
is  coined  yearly  more  than  of  Silver,  that 
it  is  every  one's  In  tereft  to  fend  it  thi- 
ther, 
p     ...  8.  By   difcouraging  Stock-jobbing :  This 

Dy   dtfcou'  -  J     T-v  I- 

raging  hath  been  the  Bane  of  many  good  Deligns, 
fi^^^"^'  which  began  well,  and  might  have  been  car- 
ryed  on  to  Advantage,  if  the  Promoters  had 
not  fallen  off  by  felling  their  Parts,  and  flight- 
ed the  firft  Defign,  winding  themfelves  out 
with  Advantage,  and  leaving  the  Manage- 
ment 


btng 
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ment  to  thofe  they  had  decoyed  in,  who  un- 
derftood  nothing  of  the  Bufmefs,  whereby  all 
fell  to  the  Ground  •,  which  may  be  prevented 
( I  mean,  fo  far  as  concerns  incorporated 
Stocks)  by  Laws  framed  for  that  end,  or 
by  Claufes  in  their  Charters. 

9.  By  ftrengthening  the  Laws  againfl  the  ^)' ^'■'J^«- 
Exportation  of  Wool,  by  fuch    Fra.6i\cabk  Exportati- 
methods  as  may  prevent  its  being  done  :  For««  o/WooL 
feeing   the    Nations   Intereft    fo    much  de- 
pends thereon,  no  Care  can  be  too  great,  nor 
Methods  laid    too    deep:    Laws   concerning 
Trade,    whofe    Ible   Strength  are  Penalties, 
rarely  reach  the  thing  aimed  at;  but  prafti- 
cable  Methods,  whereby  one  thing  may  an- 
fwer  another,  and  all   confpire   to  carry  on 
the   fame   Defign,    hanging   like   fo    many 
Links  in  a  Chain,    that  you  cannot  reach 
the  one.  without    ftepping  over  the    other, 
thefe  are   more  likely  to  prevent   Mifchiefs: 
'Tis  one  thing  to  punifh  People  when  a  Fadl 
is  committed,   and  another  to   prevent  their 
doing  it,  by  putting  them  as  it  were  under 
an  Inability  ;  Now  where  the  Welfare  of  the 
Kingdom  lies  fo  much  at  Stake,  certainly  it 
cannot  be  thought  grievous  to  compell  fub- 
miflion  to  good  Methods,    tho*    they  may 
feem  troublefome  at  firft. 

D  And 
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TheillCott'  And  that  we  may  the  better  perceive  the 
Jhippin"out  Mifchiefs  that  attend  the  carrying  abroad  of 
our  Wool.  Wool  unwrought  to  other  Nations,  let  us 
confider  the  Confequences  thereof  in  what  is 
fhipt  to  France-,  whofe  Wool  being  very 
coarfe,  and  fit  only  for  Rugs  and  Blankets, 
and  fuch  ordinary  Cloth,  is  by  mixture  with 
ours  and  Irijh,  ufed  in  the  making  of  mari^ 
Sorts  of  Stuffs  and  Druggets,  whereby  the 
Sales  of  our  Woollen  Manufaftures  are  leffen- 
ed,  both  there,  and  in  other  Places  whither 
we  export  them  ;  and  by  this  Means,  every 
Pack  of  Wool  fent  thither,  works  up  two 
befides  itfelf,  being  chiefly  combed,  and 
combii^  Wool,  which  makes  Wool  for  the 
French  Wool,  and  the  Pinions  thereof  ferve 
with  their  Linnen  to  make  coarfe  Druggets, 
like  our  Linfey-Woolfey,  but  the  Linnen  be- 
ing fpun  fine,  and  coloured,  is  not  eafily  dif- 
cerned;  alfo  our  finefl  (hort  Wool,  being 
mixt  with  the  lowefl:  Spanijh,  makes  a  mid- 
dling Sort  of  Broad-cloth,  and  being  woven 
on  Worfted  Chains,  makes  their  beft  Drug- 
gets, neither  of  which  could  be  done  with  the 
French  Wool  only,  unlefs  in  Conjundlion  with 
ours  or  Irijhy  Spanifh  Wool  being  too  fine  and 
too  ihort  for  Worfted  Stuffs,  and  unfit  for 
combing,  fo  that   without  one  of  thofe  two 

Sorts, 
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Sorts,  there  cannot  be  a  Piece  of  Worfted 
Stuff,  or  middle  Broad-Cloth  made  ;  no  o- 
ther  Wool  but  EngUp  or  Irijh  will  mix  well 
with  Spanijh  for  Cloth,  being  originally  raifed 
from  a  Stock  of  Englijh  Sheep,  the  Difference, 
arifing  from  the  Nature  of  the  Land  whereon 
they  are  fed  *,  of  this  we  have  Experience  in 
our  own  Nation,  where  we  find,  that  Lemjler 
Wool  is  the  fined,  next.  Part  of  Shropjhire 
and  Staffordjhire,  Part  of  Gloucejierjhirey  WiltSy 
Dorfet  and  Hampjbire,  Part  of  Sujfex,  Kent^ 
Somerfet,  Devon,  and  Cornwall,  thefe  are  pro- 
per chiefly  for  Cloth,  fome  Part  for  Worftec^; 
Sujfex,  Surry,  Middlefex,  Hertford/hire,  and 
fome  other  Counties,  produce  Wool  much 
coarfer  and  cheaper :  But  then  Berkjhire,  Buck- 
ingham, Warwick,  Oxon,  Leicejler,  Nottingham, 
Northampton,  Lincoln,  and  Part  of  Kent  called 
Rumney  Marfh,  the  Wool  in  moft  of  thefe 
Counties  is  fo  proper  for  Worfted,  that  all 
the  World  (except  Ireland)  cannot  compare 
with  it,  therefore  requires  our  greater  Care  to 
prevent  its  Exportation  ;  and  more  particu- 
larly from  Ireland,  whence  it  is  exported 
to  our  Neighbouring  Nations,  and  fold  . 
cheap. 

D  2  As 
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As  for  the  Wool  of  North-Britain^  I  am 

not  fufBciently  verft  therein,  to  give  a  true 

Account  of  the  Nature  of  it. 

Methods  to     I  know  many  Methods  have  been  thought 

prevent  tbe  Q^  to  prevent  this  pernicious  Mifchief,  but  all 

t   of  Wool,  the  Laws  I  have  yet  feen,  feem  to  reach  but 

half  Way,   they  depend  too  much   on  Force 

and  Penalties,  and  too  litde  on  Method  ;  we 

mufl  begin  deeper,  and  fecure  the  Wool  from 

the  Time  of  its  growing,  till  *tis  wrought  up 

into   Manufactures,  and  I  think  nothing  lefs 

'than  a  Regifter,  to  be  kept  in  every  County, 

will  do  it. 

Nor  will  this  be  attended  with  fo  much 
Trouble  and  Charge  to  the  Nation  in  general, 
or  to  private  Perfons  in  particular,  as  may  at 
firft  be  thought  :  The  Time  of  Sheering  be- 
ing once  a  Year,  thofe  who  keep  Sheep  may 
give  Notice  to  the  Officer  appointed  for  that 
Diftrid,  of  the  Number  of  Sheep  they  have 
to  llieer,  and  the  Day  whereon  they  intend  to 
do  it,  that  fo  he  may  be  prefent  to  fee  the 
Fletces  weighed,  and  to  charge  them  there- 
with ;  which  Charge  muft  remain  upon  them 
till  they  fell  their  Wool,  and  give  Notice 
thereof  to  the  Office,  when  the  next  Buyer 
muft  be  charged,  and  fo  toties  quoties,  till  it 
comes  into  the  Hands  of  him  that  works  it 

upv 
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up ;  and  all  this  may  be  done  by  the  Officers 
of  the  Excife,  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  may  coft 
the  Nation  little. 

And  to  prevent  Frauds,  let  no  parcel  of 
Wool   above  fuch  a  Weight  as  the  Parlia- 
ment (hall  think  fit,  be  carried  from   place 
to  place,    but  in  the  day  time,  nor  without 
a  Letpafs,  or  Cocker,  fetring  forth  from  whence 
it  came,  and  whither  it  is  going;  and  the  fame 
Method  muft  alfo  be  extended  to  Ireland^  till 
it  is  either  ufed  there,  or  fhipt  thither  ;  and 
if  the  Wool  of  both  Kingdoms   by  thefe  or 
any  other  Methods  could  be  fecured  from  being 
carried  abroad,  our  Manufactures  would  find 
a  furer  Vent  in   foreign  Markets,  and   yield 
better  Prices :  And  the  Wool  of  France  would 
lye  on  their  Hands,  and  become  almoft  ufe- 
lefs  i  the  Credit  of  the  Nation  would  be  raifed, 
and  our  Fadlories  abroad  courted  as  much  as 
formerly  they  have  been,  becaufe  the  Manu- 
fadures  we  fhip  out  are  fuch,  as  no  Nation 
can  be  without,    nor  can  they  then  be  well 
fupplied  elfewhere ;  they  are  not  things  only 
for  Pleafure,  but  for  Ufe,  and  both  the  Rich 
and  the  Poor  ftand  in  need  of  them ;  whilft 
the  Profit  of  this  pernicious  Practice  of  Ship- 
ping out  the  Wool,  is  funk  in  the  Pockets  of 
private  Men,    who  former  Laws  accounted 
D  3  Felons, 

403516  i 
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Felons,  and  cannot  be  thought  to  deferve  any 
favour  from  the  Nation. 

Besides  'tis  well  known,  that  the  export- 
ing our  Wool  hath  by  the  ill  Confequences 
thereof  abated  its  Price  a't  Home :  This  hath 
been  obferved  by  Calculations  made  by  con- 
fiderate  Men  ;  and  the  Reafon  is,  becaufe 
thofe  Countries  whither  it  is  fhipt,  being 
thereby  enabled  to  work  up  much  larger 
Quantities  of  their  own,  the  Sale  of  our  Ma- 
nufadures  are  grown  flack  abroad,  and  we 
have  been  forced  to  itW  them  cheaper,  which 
beat  down  the  Prices  both  of  Wool  and  La- 
bour i  whereas  if  we  had  kept  our  Wool  at 
Home,  this  had  been  prevented  ;  and  itmuft 
be  allowed,  that  it  was  not  our  Intereft  to  fall 
our  Manufaflurers,  if  we  had  been  the  only 
Sellers  j  for  according  as  they  yield  in  Price, 
fo  is  the  Wealth  of  the  Nation  advanced, 
which  our  Forefathers  well  knew,  when  they 
made  Laws  to  prohibit  the  Exportation  of 
Wool,  which  cannot  be  too  much  ftrengthned, 
or  ftrongly  put  in  Execution. 
Bymana-  lo.  By  taking  Care,  that  in  all  Treaties  of 
ging  Tree-  Peace,  and  other  Negotiations   with  foreign 

ties  of  *->  C3 

Peace  to  Princes,  due  Regard  be  had  to  our  Trade 
the  Jd-  ^^^  Manufadbures ;  that  our  Merchants  be 
of  Trade,    well  treated  by  the  Governments  where  they 

refide 
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refide  >  that  all  things  be  jnade  eafy  to  them, 
?ind  both  their  Liberties  and  Properties  fe- 
Cured  J  that  our  Manufiidures  be  not  prohi- 
bited, or  burthened  with  unreafonable  Taxes, 
which  is  the  farne  in  EfFed  •,  that  fpeedy  Juf- 
tice  be  done  in  recovering  Debts  contracted 
aHiongft  the  Natives,  and  pun  idling  Abufes 
put  on  our  Fadlories  by  them  :  Thefe  are 
PrefiTures  our  Trade  hath  formerly  groaned 
under,  whereby  the  Merchants  abroad,  and 
Manufadburers  at  home,  have  been  much  dif- 
CQuraged,  and  the  Englijh  Nation  hath  been 
forced  to  truckle  under  the  French  in  fome 
foreign  Parts,  only  becaufe  that  King  fooner 
refented  Injuries  done  to  his  trading  Subje(5ls, 
and  took  more  Care  to  demand  Reparation 
than  fome  former  Reigns  have  done  ;  but 
Thanks  be  to  God,  we  have  both  Power  and 
Opportunity  to  do  the  fanie  ;  and  there  is 
no  Caufe  to  doubt  His  Majefty's  Royal  In- 
clinations, to  make  ufe  of  both  for  the  Good 
of  his  Merchants,  when  things  are  duly  rc- 
prefented  to  him . 

And  thus  I  have  run  through  the  feveral  A''ac//f a//^ 
Parts  of  our  Inland  Trade,  and  (hewed,  that""* 
the  Profit  thereof  arifes  chiefly  from  our  Pro- 
duct and  Manufactures :  Before  I  proceed  to 
our  Foreign  Trade,  I  fhall  Ipeak    fomething 
D  4  of 


if 
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of  Navigation,  which  is  the  Medium  be- 
tween both  :  This  is  carried  on  by  Ships  and 
Sailors,  the  former  are  the  Sea- Waggons, 
whereby  we  tranfport  and  carry  Commodities 
from  one  Market  to  another,  and  the  latter 
are  the  Waggoners  who  drive  and  manage 
them  :  Thefe  are  a  Sort  of  jolly  Fellows,  who 
are  generally  bold  in  their  Undertakings,  and 
go  thro'  any  Kind  of  Labour  in  their  own 
way,  with  a  great  deal  of  Chearfulnefs,  are 
undaunted  by  Storms  and  Tempefts,  the  Sea 
being  as  it  were  their  Element,  and  are  al- 
lowed by  all  to  be  the  beft  Navigators  in  the 
World  *,  they  are  our  Wealth  in  Peace,  and 
our  Defence  in  War,  and  ought  to  be  more 
encouraged  than  they  are  in  both,  but  efpeci' 
ally  in  the  latter,  which  might  be  done,  if 
better  Methods  were  ufed  to  engage  them  in 
the  Service,  and  better  Treatment  when  they 
Manning  are  there  :  Now  I  fhould  think,  if  no  Man 
cur  Ships  ^as  forced  into  the  Kins*s  Ships  till  he  had 
been  three  Years  at  Sea,  nor  to  ftay  there 
above  that  Time  without  his  free  Confent, 
and  then  to  be  permitted  to  take  a  Mer- 
chant's Employment  fo  much  longer,  and  fo 
toiies  quoties,  'twould  encourage  them  to 
come  willingly  into  the  Service,  which  they 
look  upon  now  to  be   a   Slavery,  whereto 

they 
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they  are  bound  for  their  Lives :  This,  and       ^ 
the  Manner  of  prefling  them,  hinders  very     *'^^>' 
much  the  making  of  Sailors,  Landmen  not    ^'* 
caring  to  put  their  Hands  to  the  Oar,  leaft 
the  next  Day  they  fhould  be  hailed  away  to 
the  Fleet,  tho*  they  underftand  nothing  6f 
the  Sea :   By   this  Means  our  Men  of  War 
would  be  mann'd  with  able  Seamen,  and  not 
with  fuch  who  only  Hand  in  the  Way,   and 
are  ufelefs,  when  they  are  moft  wanted  ;  nor 
do  I  take  Embargoes  to  be  any    Helps   to- 
wards it,  for  many  Sailors  do  then  lie  hid, 
who  would  appear  to  ferve  in  Merchant  Ships, 
and  might  be  eafily  met  with  at  the  return 
of  their  Voyages  :   By  thefe  Means  in  a  fliort 
Time  three  would  be  a  double  Set  of  Mari- 
ners, enough  both  for  the  Service  of  the  Fleet 
and  of  Trade,  the  laft  of  which  would  every 
Year  breed  more. 

This  would  alfo  prevent  great  Mifchiefs, 
which  arife  from  preffing  Sailors  out  of  Mer- 
chant Ships  whilft  on  their  Voyages,  many 
of  them  being  thereby  loft  at  Sea,  and  others 
have  been  detained  in  the  IVeJi-Indies,  to  the 
Difcouragement  of  Trade  ;  and  it  would  alfo 
prevent  another  Mifchief,  too  much  prafticed 
abroad,  where  Captains  of  Men  of  War  prefs 

Sailors 


4*  A  Dffiourfi  on  TRADE,  fjr. 

Sailors  from  one  Merchant  Ship,  only  to 
make  Advantage  by  felling  them  to  ano- 
ther. 

Foreign         \  conic  HOW  to  the  Trade  we  drive  with 
Foreign  Countries. 

Honu  this       Here  'tis  ntceflary  to  enquire,  how  each 

Kingdom  lA/r  r    c\ 

may  be      cncourages   our  Product  and    Manufactures, 
faidtobe    j^q^  q^.  jvjavigation,  what  Commodities  we 

enriched  ° 

bjour  receive  in  Return,  and  how  the  Ballance  of 
"Tirade^  our  Trade  ftands  with  either,  that  fo  we  may 
be  the  better  able  to  know,  which  of  them  we 
ought  to  encourage,  and  which  to  difcourage ; 
I  Ihall  therefore  lay  down  fuch  general  Rules, 
as  I  prefume  will  be  allowed  by  all  Unbiaffed 
Perfons ;  as, 

1.  That  Trade  is  an  Advantage  to  this 
Kingdom,  which  takes  off  our  Product  and 
Manufadlures. 

2.  Which  fupplies  us  with  fuch  Com- 
modities as  weufe  in  making  our  Manufadures, 
and  encreafes  our  Bullion. 

3.  Which    incourages  Navigation,    and 
•    breeds  up  Sailors. 

And  confequently,  any  Trade  which  Ex- 
ports little  or  none  of  our  Produ<5l  or  Manu- 
fadlures,  nor  fupplies  us  with  things  necefTary 
for  the  latter,  nor  incourages  Navigation,  can- 
not be  fuppofed  to  be  profitable  to  the  King- 
dom 
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dom  in  general,  though  perhaps  it  may  be 
fo  to  particular  Perfons ;  efpecially  if  it  carries 
away  our  Bullion. 

I  Ihall  begin  with  the  Eaji-lndia  Trade,    Eaft- 
which  I  take  to  be  very  prejudical  to  us,  as 


'tis  now  driven ;  becaufe  it  exports  our  Bullion,        jV 
fpends  little  of  our  Produd  or  Manufadures,        .  ^  |.'*  ^ 
and  brings  in  Commodities  perfedlly  manu-  / 

facflured,  which  hinder  the  Confumption  of        "^ 
our  own,  and  difcourage  the  wearing  fuch  as 
are  purchafed  with  them  -,   the   chief  Profit  f 
thereof  arifing  from  Underfelling  the  Labour  \ 
of  our  Poor,  becaufe  'tis  bought  there  cheap-  \ 
er,  than  by  reafon  of  the  Value  of  our  Lands,    '■ 
and  the  prices  of  Provifions,  they  are  able  to 
work  here.     But  having  fpokei?  fully  of  this 
in  a  former  Difcourfe,  and  the  Parliament  ha- 
ving fince  been  pleafed,  by  an  A6t  made  in 
the  I  oth  and  1 1  th  Years  of  his  late  Majefty 
King   William^  to  prohibit   the   wearing  of 
wrought  Silks,  Bengals,  Stuffs  mixt  with  Silk 
or    Herba,    of  the  Manufaflure  of  Perjia, 
China,  and  India^  and  all  Callicoes  painted, 
dy'd,  printed  or  ftained  there.     The  Reafon 
of  which,  is  in  the  faid  A61  fet  forth  to  be. 
The  great  Detriment  the  Nation  received  as 
the  Trade  was  then  managed,  by  exhaufting 
the  Treafure  thereof,  and  taking  away  the 

Labour 
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Labour  of  the  People,  whereby  very  many 
of  the  Manufadlurers  were  become  exceflively 
bur  then  fome  and  chargeable  to  their  refpedlive 
Parilhes,  and  others  compelled  to  feek  for 
Employment  in  foreign  Parts,  I  Ihall  not  now 
repeat  what  I  then  wrote,  but  will  confider 
how  far  the  Remedy  they  then  provided  hath 
anfwered  the  End. 

The  making  this  Law,  gave  a  new  Life 
to  our  Manufadures,  and  would  have  given 
more,  if  the  true  Intent  of  the  Parliament 
had  been  anfwered :  But  we  have  fmce  found 
that  it  has  not ;  fot  it  neither  keeps  our  Trea- 
fure  at  home,  nor  prevents  thofe  Commodities 
from  being  worn  here,  which  they  defign'd 
it  fhould ;  and  I  very  much  queftion,  whether 
any  thing  lefs  than  a  total  Prohibition  of  their 
Importation  will  do  it ;  for  though  they  are 
direded  to  be  exported  again,  yet  there  is 
great  Reafon  to  believe,that  they  are  privately 
brought  back,  both  from  Ireland^  our  Plan- 
tations, and  other  Places  to  which  they  are 
fent,  to  the  Lofs  of  his  Majefty*s  Cuftoms, 
and  the  Prejudice  of  the  Stainers  and  Paint- 
ers her,  befides  the  Injury  to  our  Manufactures : 
Otherwife,  how  come  fuch  great  Quantities  to 
be  worn  and  ufed  here,  when  the  Stock  in 
hand  hath  been  fo  long  fince  fpent? 

There 
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There  are  other  Commodities,  which  the 
Company  may  trade  in,  and  the  Trafl  of 
Land  within  their  Charter  is  large  enough  to 
afford  an  advantagious  Commerce  there,  the 
Profits  whereof  might  be  returned  hither,  in 
things  no  way  injurious  to  our  Manufadlures, 
fuch  as  Raw-Silk,  Indigo,  Pepper,  Salt-Peter, 
Spices,  Drugs,  China- Wares,  Coffee,  Tea, 
and  many  other  Things,  if  they  were  induf- 
trious  to  make  Difcoveries,  as  private  Mer- 
chants would  do,  if  the  Trade  lay  open  ;  and 
I  believe  it  will  not  be  difputed,  that  great 
Quantities  of  Raw-Silk,  have  been  brought 
thence  fince  the  Making  of  that  Law,  than 
were  ufed  to  be  done  before. 

I  know  it  hath  been  alleadg'd.  That  by  the 
Exportation  of  thofe  Manufa6tures  again, 
more  Bullion  in  fpecie  is  brought  into  this 
Kingdom,  than  is  carry'd  out  for  the  buying  v^  (>  f^jjj/^ 
them  in  India ;  but  this  was  never  yet  made 
out,  and  it  would  be  much  to  the  Satisfadion 
of  the  People,  who  daily  fee  that  Bullion  car- 
ried away,  and  alfo  for  the  Honour  of  the  /  ', ,  ^r 
Company,  that  it  was  done ;  which  if  it  be 
really  fo,  might  be  fet  forth  in  this,  or  any 
other  Method  that  the  Parliament  Ihall  think 
fit. 

I.  Let 


46  A  Dtfcourfe  on  T  R  A  D  E,  gr. 

1.  Let  them  give  an  Account  what  Quan- 
tities of  Bullion  they  export  on  every  Ship 
they  fend  abroad,  and  on  what  Commodities 
'tis  laid  put. 

2.  Let  them  fet  forth,  how  and  in  what 
manner,  thefe  prohibited  Manufadlures  do,  on 
their  being  Exported  again,  bring  in  as  much 
Bullion  mjpecie,  as  was  carry 'd  out  to  pay  for 
them  in  the  Indies. 

And  I  think  it  a  proper  Work  for  a  Com- 
mittee of  Trade,  to  receive  thefe  Accounts 
from  time  to  time,  and  after  a  juft  Examina- 
tion, to  lay  them  before  the  Parliament  at 
every  Meeting,  with  their  Opinions  thereon. 

But  if  they  only  mean,  that  the  Exporta- 
tion of  thofe  Manufadlures  is  a  help  to  us  in 
the  Ballance  of  our  Trade,  which  muft  other- 
wife  be  paid  in  Bullion,  I  anfwer,  that  our 
own  Product  and  Manufadures  always  have, 
and  are  flill  fufHcent  to  fupport  the  Ballance 
of  our  Trade. 

As  for  white  Callicoes  and  Muflins,  they  have 
beat  out  the  wearing  of  Lawns,  Cambricks, 
and  other  thin  Gertnan  and  Silejia  Linnens, 
which  has  been  the  Occafion  of  turning 
many  of  thofe  Looms  to  the  Woollen  Manu- 
factures there,  that  were  formerly  employed 
in  the  weaving  them,  and  hath  abated  the 

Exportation 
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Exportation  of  great  Quantities  of  Cloth  5 
befides  the  -hinderance  Callicoes  give  to  the 
confumption  of  Scots  -  Linnens,  which  being 
thin  and  foft,  are  as  proper  for  dying,  print- 
ing, and  ftaining,  as  they  are,  and  may  be 
made  as  white. 

The  Eaji-Indies  is  a  bottomlefs  Pit  for  our 
Bullion,  which  can  never  circulate  hither  again ; 
whereas,  if  it  was  fent  to  any  Part  of  Europe y 
there  might  be  fome  hopes,  by  the  Ballance 
of  our  Trade,  to  bring  it  back  again ;  and 
when  our  Bullion  fails,  that  Trade  muft  ceafe 
of  courfe,  which  it  will  foon  do,  if  the  Com- 
pany continue  to  carry  out  yearly  as  much  as 
our  other  Trades  brings  us  in. 

I  wifh  the  Nobility  and  Gentry  of  this 
Kingdom  would  be  in  Love  with  our  own 
Manufaftures,  and  thofe  which  are  purchafed 
with  them,  and  that  they  would  by  their  Ex- 
amples encourage  the  ufing  them,  which 
would  be  attended  with  the  Prayers  of  the 
Poor,    befides  the  Advantage  it  would  bring  : 

to  their  Eftates. 

An'd  as  to  Navigation,  I  think  it  will  not 
be  difputed,  that  long  Voyages  rather  ufe 
Sailors  than  make  them,  both  the  Employers, 
and  the  Employed,  chufing  rather  to  make 
their  firft  Experiments  on  fhort  ones. 

I 
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Weft-In-  I  will  next  proceed  to  the  Weji-India  and 
Africa.  -African  Trades,  which  I  efteem  the  mod  pro- 
fitable we  drive,  and  join  them  together,  be- 
caufe  of  their  dependance  on  each  other. 
Whether  ^"^  before  I  enter  farther,  thereon,  I  will 
Settling  of  confider  of  one  Objeflion,  it  having  been  a 
^ hath    great  Queftion  among  many  thoughtful  Men, 


ms 


been  an  whether  the  fetdine  our  Plantations  Abroad 
fg^g^  '  has  been  an  Advantage  to  the  Nation;  the 
Reafons  they  give  againft  them  are.  That 
they  have  drained  us  of  Multitudes  of  our 
People,  who  might  have  been  ferviceable  at 
Home,  and  advanced  Improvement  in  Huf- 
bandry  and  Manufactures  i  that  this  Kingdom 
is  worfe  peopled,  by  ib  much  as  they  are  in- 
creafcd ;  and  that  Inhabitants  being  the 
Wealth  of  a  Nation,  by  how  much  they  are 
leflened,  by  fo  much  we  are  poorer,  than 
when  we  firfl  began  to  fettle  thofe  Colonies. 

To  all  which  I  anfwer;  that  though  I 
allow  the  laft  Propofition  to  be  true,  that 
People  are  the  Wealth  of  a  Nation,  yet  it 
can  only  be  fo,  where  we  find  Imployment 
for  them,  otherwife  they  mlift  be  a  Burthen 
to  it :  'Tis  my  Opinion,  that  our  Plantations 
are  an  Advantage  to  this  Kingdom,  though 
not  all  alike,  but  every  one  more  or  lels,  as 
they  take  off  our  Produd  and  Manufadures, 

fupply 


fupply  us  with  Commodities,  which  may  be  1 

cither  wrought  up  here,  or  exported  again,  or      '^ 

prevent  fetching  things  of  the  fame  Nature 

from  other  Places  for  our  Home  Confumption,  1 

employ  our  Poor,  and  encourage  our  Navi-  ,  ^  "^^z 

gation  ;  for  I  take  this  Kingdom,  and  all  its  f      ^^^'^ 

Plantations,,  to  be  one  great  Body,  thofe  being      .  '-^ 

as  fo  many  Limbs  or  Counties  belonging  to 

it  5  therefore  when  we  confume  their  Growth, 

we   do  as  it  were  fpend    the  Fruits  of  our 

own  Land  ;  and  what  thereof  we  fell  to  our 

Neighbours,   brings  a  fecond   Profit  to  the 

Nation. 

Thes?  Plantations  are  either  the  great 
Continent  from  Hudfon*s-Bay  Northward  to 
Florida  Southward,  containing  Nova  Scoiia, 
New-England,  New-Jerjy,  New  -  Tork,  Pen- 
fthania,  Virginia,  Mary  -  Land,  Carolina  j  and 
alfo  our  IQands,  the  Chief  whereof  are,  New- 
foundland, Barbadoes,  Antegoa,  Nevis,  ^  St. 
Chrijlophers,  Montferat,  and  Jamaica;  the 
Commodities  they  aflford  us  are  more  efpecially 
Sugars,  Cotton,  Tobacco,  Piamento  and 
Fuftick,  of  their  own  Growth  ;  alfo  Log- 
wood, whi-ch  we  bring  from  Jamaica  (but 
firfl:  brought  thicher  from  the  Bay  of  Cam-'^ 
pechia  on  the  Continent  of  Mexico,  belong-,  l^'^^^' 
ing  to  the  Spaniards^  but  cut  by  the  Subjeds'  "  '' 
E  of 


^  CA' 
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of  this  Kingdom,  who  have  made  fmall  fe^ttlc- 
ments  there)  befides  great  Quantities  of  Fiffi, 
taken  on  the  Coafts  both  of  Newfoundland  znd 
New-England :  Thefe  being  the  Produdt  of 
Earth,  Sea  and  Labour,  are  clear  Profit  to- 
the  Kingdom,  and  give  a  double  Employ* 
ment  to  our  People,  firft  to  thofe  who  raife 
them  there,  next  to  thofe  who  prepare  Ma- 
nufadures  here,  wherewith  they  are  fupphed, 
befides  the  Advantage  they  afford  toour  Na->- 
vigation  ;  for  the  Commodities  exported  thi- 
ther, and  thofe  imported  thence  hither,  being 
generally  bulky,  do  thereby  employ  more 
Ships,  and  confequently  more  Sailors,  which 
leaves  more  Room  for  other  labouring  People 
to  be  kept  at  work  in  our  Hulbandry  and 
Manufadures,  whilfl:  they  confume  the  Pro- 
du6l  of  the  one,  and  the  Effedls  of  the  other, 
jn  an  Employment  of  a  diftindt  Nature  from 
either. 

Th  IS  was  the  firft  Defign  of  fettling  Plan- 
tations abroad,  that  wc  might  better  main- 
tain a  Commerce  and  Trade  among  ourfelves, 
the  Profit  whereof  might  redound  to  the  Cen- 
ter :  And  therefore  Laws  were  made  to  pre- 
vent the  carrying  their  Produdb  to  other  Pla- 
ces, and  their  being  fupplyM  with  Neceflaries 
fave  from  hence  only,  and  both  to  be  done 

in 
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in  our  own  Ships,  navigated  by  our  own 
Sailors,  except  in  fome  Cafes  permitted  by  the 
Adb  of  Navigation  ;  and  fo  much  as  the  Reins 
of  thofe  Laws  are  let  loofe,  fo  much  lefs  pro- 
fitable are  the  Plantations  to  us. 

Among  thefe   Plantations,   I   look  upoii        v-^^ 
New- England  to  bring  the  leafl  Advantage  to  \      '^'  ^      / J 
this  Kingdom  ;  for   the  Inhabitants  thereof  *   <r:\^^ 
employing  themfelves  rather  by  trading  to  the 
others^  than   raifing  a  Produft  proper  to  be 
tranfported  hither,  and   fupplying  them  (ef- 
pecially  the  Iflands)  with  Fifli  (which  they 
catch   on    their    Coaft)    Deal-Boards,    Pipe- 
Staves,  Horfes,  and  fuch  like  Things  of  their 
own  Growth,   which   they  cannot  be  fo  well 
furniflied  with  hence,  alfo  with  Bread,  Flow- 
er, Peafe,  and  other  Grain  ;  and  from  thence* 
fetching   the   refpedtive    Produfls    of   thofe 
Iflands,  and  fometimes  Tobacco   from  yirgi" 
ma  and   Mary-Land^    have  carried   them  to 
foreign  Markets,    to  the  great   Prejudice  of 
this  Kingdom  :    But  to   prevent  this,  they 
have  been  by  fundry  Laws  obliged    to  bring 
them  all  hither,  except  what  is  confumed  a- 
mong    themfelves :    By   which   Means    this  \JtX 

Kingdom   is  become  the   Center  of  Trade,    ^^' 
and   {landing  Ijke^  the  Sun  in  the  midft  of^       v>^ 
its  Plantations,  doth  n6t  only  refrelh  them, 
E  2  but 
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but  alfo  draws  Profit  from  them :  And  in- 
deed it  is  a  Matter  of  exadt  Juftice  that  it 
Ihould  be  fo,  for  from  hence  it  is  that  Fleets 
of  Ships,  and  Regiments  of  Soldiers  are 
frequently  fent  for  their  Defence,  at  the  Charge 
of  the  Inhabitants,  towards  which  they  con- 
tribute but  little. 

Besides  the  forementioned  Commodities, 
we  have  from  Carolina  excellent  Rice,  and 
there  has  been  Cocheneel  taken,  which  as  yet 
is  but  a  Difcovery,  and  perhaps  may  not 
meet  with  any  confiderable  Improvement,  till 
that  Colony  is  better  peopled  ;  what  I  have 
feen  thereof  in  the  Hands  of  a  Gentleman  who 
brought  it  thence,  feems  by  its  Figure,  to  be 
much  like  what  we  call  a  Lady-Cow,  or  Lady- 
Bird,  but  is  very  fmall,  and  I  take  it  to  be  the 
Fistus  of  an  Infeft,  which  laying  its  Eggs  on 
a  Shrub  called  the  Prickle-Pear,  or  fomething 
very  like  it,  leaves  them  there,  till  Time 
brings  them  to  Maturity,  in  the  fame  Man- 
ner as  the  Caterpillar  does  with  us  in  the  Cab- 
bage or  CoUard  Leaves,  wife  Nature  thus  di- 
recting, that  the  Faius  may  find  its  Food,  {6 
foon  as  it  wants  its  Suftenance.  It  gives  a 
very  curious  Colour  when  bruifed,  but  being 
extraordinary  fmall,  does  require  long  Time 
to  gather  in  any  Quantity,  and  Labour  being 

very 
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very  dear  there,  'twill  not  yet  anfwer  the 
Charge ;  but  by  cultivating  and  improving 
the  Plant,  which  now  grows  wild,  and  by 
being  better  acquainted  with  the  proper  Sea- 
fons  to  colleft  them,  when  they  are  at  a  more 
mature  Growth,  greater  Quantities  may  pro- 
bably hereafter  be  procured,  and  at  lels 
Charge  *,  and  I  think  it  would  be  a  good  Step 
towards  it,  if  an  Encouragement  was  given 
on  its  Importation  hither,  in  fuch  a  Manner, 
as  to  the  Wifdom  of  the  Parliament  Ihall 
feem  fit  and  proper. 

Now,  that  which  makes  thefe  Plantations  Africa, 
more  profitable  to  this  Kingdom,  is  the  Trade 
to  Africa^  whereby  the  Planters  are  fupplied 
with  Negroes  for  their  Ufe  and  Service  ;  a 
Trade  of  the  moft  Advantage  of  any  we 
drive,  and  as  it  were  all  Profit,  the  firft  Coft 
being  fome  Things  of  our  own  Manufaftures, 
and  others  generally  purchafed  with  them,  for 
which  we  have  in  return,  Gold,  Teeth,  Wax, 
and  Negroes,  the  laft  whereof  is  indeed  the 
beft  Traffic  the  Kingdom  hath,  as  it  occafi- 
onally  gives  fo  vaft  an  Employment  to  our 
People  both  by  Sea  and  Land.  Thefe  are 
the  Hands  whereby  our  Plantations  are  im- 
proved, and  it  is  by  their  Labours  fuch  great 
Quantities  of  Sugar,  Tobacco,  Cotton,  Gin- 
E  3  ger. 
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ger,  Fuftick  and  Indigo,  are  raifed,  which 
employ  great  Numbers  of  Ships  for  tranf- 
porting  them  hither  j  and  the  greater  Num- 
ber of  Ships,  employs  the  greater  Number  of 
Handicraft  Trades  at  home,  fpends  more  of 
our  Produd  and  Manufadlures,  and  makes 
more  Sailors,  who  are  maintained  by  a  fepa- 
rate  Employment ;  for  if  every  one  raifed  th? 
Provifions  he  eat,  or  made  the  Manufaflures 
he  wore.  Traffic  would  ceafe,  which  is  a  Va- 
riety of  Employments  Men  have  fet  them- 
felves  on,  whereby  one  is  feryiceable  to  ano- 
ther, adapted  to  their  particular  Genius's, 
without  invading  each  other's  Provinces : 
Thus  the  Hufbandman  raifes  Corn,  the  Mil- 
ler grinds  it,  the  Baker  makes  it  into  B^ead, 
and  the  Citizens  eats  it :  Thus  the  Grafier  fats 
Cattle,  and  the  Butcher  kills  them  for  tb^ 
Market :  Thus  the  Shepherd  (heers  his  Sheep, 
the  Spinfter  turns  the  Wool  into  Yarn,  the 
"Weaver  makes  it  into  Cloth,  and  the  Mer- 
chant exports  it,  and  every  one  lives  by  each 
other  :  Thus  the  Country  fupplies  the  City 
with  Provifions,  and  that  the  Country  vs^itl^ 
.NeccfTaries ;  now  the  advifing  a  former  Reign 
to  monopolize  this  Trade,  and  confine  it  to 
an  exclufive  Company,  was  the  fame,  as  to 
advife  the  People  of  uEgypt,    to  raife   higl) 

Banks 


v/ 


'A  Dtfcourfe  on  TRADE,    fSc,  35 

Banks  to  keep  the  River  Nilus  from  over- 
flowing, lead  it  fhould  fertilize  their  Lands  5 
or  the  King  of  Spain  to  fhut  up  his  Mines, 
leafl  he  /hould  fill  his  Kingdom  too  full  of 
Silver :  This  Trade  indeed  is  our  Silver  Mine, 
for  by  the  Overplus  of  Negroes  above  what 
will  ferve  our  Plantations,  we  draw  greali 
Quantities  thereof  from  the  Spaniards^  who 
are  fetded  on  the  Continent  o^  America,  both 
for  the  Negroes  wc  furnilh  from  Jamaica,  and 
alfo  by  the  Afliento,  lately  fettled  by  a  Com- 
pa6l  of  both  Nations :  *Twas  thefe  which  firft 
introduced  our  Commerce  with  that  People, 
and  gave  us  Opportunities  of  felling  our  Ma- 
nufactures to  them. 

But  tho*  this  Trade  be  now  laid  open, 
yet  it  will  not  be  amifs  to  enquire  what  Rea- 
fons  (hould  perfuade  that  Government  to  mo- 
nopolize it,  and  what  has  been  the  Confe- 
quences  thereof,  in  order  to  obviate  any  fu- 
ture Attempts  that  may  be  made  to  get  it 
done  again. 

As  for  the  Firfl ;  The  Neceflity  of  having 
Forts,   Caftles,    and  Soldiers  to   defend   the     ^U'^^<^ 
Trade  which  could  not  be  carried  on  without     (^ , 
them,  had  then  Force  enough  to  prevail. 
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But   let  us  confider  what    thefe  Forts, 
^    Caftles,  and   Soldiers  were,   their  Ufe,  and 
whither  the  Trade  is  not  as  well  fecured  now 
it  lies  open. 

The  greateft  Number  of  Soldiers,  offered 
as  I  remember  at  a  Committee  formerly  ap- 
pointed by  the  honourable   Houfe  of  Com- 
mons to  enquire  into  that  Affair,  did  not  ex- 
ceed One  Hundred  and  Twenty  on  the  whole 
Coafl:,  nor  did  their  Forts  and  Caftles  appear 
to  be  any  thing  elfe  than  Settlements  for  their 
Fadlors,  nor  was  it  ever  made  out,  or  indeed 
pretended,  that  they  were   fitted  to  wage  a 
National  War,  or  to  fecure  againft  a  National 
Invafion,  nor  were  there  any  Magazines  laid 
up  to  expeft  a  Siege   from  the  Natives  ;  nor 
could  they  hinder  Interlopers  from   trading 
on  the  Coaft  of  what  Nation  foever  ;  but  the 
Company  having  obtained  Frigates  from  the 
Government,    deftroyed  our  own  Merchant 
Ships  (unlefs  permitted  on  the  Payment  of 
great  Muldts  at  home)  whilft:  they  let  others 
alone  :  This,  together  with  the  Powers  given 
them  in  their  Charter,  to  feize  in  the  Planta- 
tions, fuch  as  had  the  good  Fortune  to  efcape 
them  on  the  Coaft,  and  alfo  their   Cargoes, 
difcou raged  private  Traders,  who  elfe  found 
no  Difl^culties,  the  Natives  receiving  them  as 
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Friends,  and  chufmg  rather  to  deal  with  them 
than  the  Company,  whofe  Fadories  alfo  be- 
ing at  remote  Diftances  from  each  other,  great 
Part  of  that  Coaft  was  untraded  to. 

Nor  do  I  fee  what  Need  there  was  to  fight 
our  Way  into  a  Trade,  altogether  as  advanta- 
geous to  the  Natives  as  to  us ;  for  whilft  we 
fupplied  them  with  Things  they  wanted,  and 
were  of  Value  amongft  them,  we  took  in  ex- 
change Slaves,  which  were  elfe  of  little  Worth 
to  the  Proprietors  j  and  there  was  no  Reaibn 
to  think,  that  the  People  of  this  Kingdom, 
who  had  fettled  fuch  large   Colonies  on  the 
Continent  of  America,   Cbefides  it  feveral  1-    \/ 
flands)  where  there  was  at  firft  fuch  fmall 
Hopes  of  Advantage,  without  the  Help  of  a 
Company,  fhould  fall  Ihort  in  fecuring  this 
Trade,  which  carried  with  it  the  Profpedt  of 
lb  great  a  Profit. 

I  will  next  confider  the  Inconveniencies 
that  have  attended  this  Monopoly,  and  the 
Advantage  the  Nation  reaps  by  the  Trades 
being  laid  open  ;  we  now  fend  more  Ships, 
and  fupply  the  Plantations  with  more  Ne- 
groes, and  vend  more  of  our  Commodities 
for  their  Purchafe  :  Befides,  every  Negro  in 
the  Plantations  gives  a  fecond  Employ  to  the 
Manufa6lurers  of  this  Kingdom  *,  and  had  we 
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many  more  to  fpare,  the  Spaniards  would  buy 
them,  and  pay  us  in  Bullion,  fo  there  could 
be  no  Ground  for  putting  this  Trade  into  few 
Hands,  unlefs  'twas  defigned  thofe  few  fliould 
grow  rich,   whilft  for  their  Sakes,  the  Na- 
tion fuffered  in  its  Trade  and  Navigation,  the 
Company  having  made  this  detrimental  Ufe 
of  their  Charter,  that  they  bought  up  our 
\^tj^^    I  Manufaftures  cheaper  at  home,  and  made  the 
i^       I    Planters  pay  dearer  for  Negroes  abroad,  than 
^   (     could    have  been    done,    if  there   had   been 
more  Buyers  for  the  One,  and  Sellers  of  the 
Other. 

It  is  not  to  be  doubted,  whether  the  vend- 
ing our  Manufadures,  and  encouraging  our 
Navigation,  on  advantagious  Terms,  are  the 
true  Intereft  of  this  Kingdom,  and  that  all 
Foreign  Commerce,  as  it  advances  either,  is 
more  or  lefs  profitable  to  us  -,  but  the  confin- 
ing this  Trade  to  an  exclufive  Company  could 
promote  neither  ;  and  I  believe  'tis  one  great 
Reafon,  why  we  know  fo  little  of  that  great 
Continent,  becaufe  the  Company,  finding 
Ways  enough  to  employ  their  Stock  amongft 
thofe  few  Settlements  they  had  made  on  the 
Sea-Coaft-,  never  endeavoured  a  farther  Inland 
Difcovery ;  whereas,  now  the  Trade  is  laid 
open,   the  bufy  Merchant,   that  induftrious 
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3ee  pf  the  Nation,  will  not  leave  any  Creek 
or  River  untraded  to,  from  whence  he  may 
iiope  to  make  Advantage. 

'Tis  to  Trade  and  Commerce  we  are  be- 
jholding  for  what  knowledge  we  have  of  for- 
reign  P^rts,  and  it  is  obfervable,  that  the 
more  remote  People  dwell  from  the  Sea,  the 
lefs  they  are  acquainted  with  Affairs  abroad. 
Africa  is  a  large  Country,  and  doubtlefs  the 
Trade  to  ir,  may  be  much  enlarged  to  our 
Advantage  :  Ufe  and  Experience,  make  us  by 
degrees,  Mafters  of  every  thing,  and  tho*  the 
firft  Undertakers  of  a  Defign  may  fall  fliort 
of  anfwering  their  private  Ends,  yet  they  often 
lay  open  beaten  Paths,  wherein  Pofterity  do 
tread  with  Succels,  though  they  mifcarried : 
Now  that  all  Places  are  permitted  freely  to 
fend  Ships,  and  to  have  the  Management  of 
their  own  Affairs,  Induftry  is  encouraged,  and 
Peoples  Heads  are  fet  at  work  how  they  may 
out-do  each  other,  by  getting  firft  into  a  new 
Place  of  Trade.  Befides,  the  more  Traders, 
the  more  Buyers  at  home,  and  Sellers  abroad, 
and  by  this  means,  our  Plantations  on  the 
large  Continent  of  America,  are  better  fur- 
nifhed  with  Negroes,  for  want  of  which  the 
Inhabitants  there  could  never  arrive  to  tho(e 
Improvements  they  have  done  on  the  Iflands, 

the 
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the  Company  having  given  them  litttle  or  no 
Supply,  but  chofe  rather  to  fend  their  Negroes 
to  the  latter,  becaufe  they  were  able  to  make 
them  better  Payments ;  but  the  Free-traders 
have  iince  done  it,  to  the  great  Advantage  of 
thofe  Plantations,  and  of  the  Nation  in  gene- 
ral. 

As  for  the  other  Commodities  brought  in 
returns  from  Africa,  viz.  Wax  and  Teeth, 
one  ferves  for  a  foreign  Export,  without  any 
Difadvantage  to  our  own  Produft ;  and  the 
other  is  manufa(5bured  at  home,  and  afterwards 
carried  to  Markets  abroad  ;  And  as  for  the 
Gold  brought  thence,  I  need  not  mention  how 
much  it  doth  advance  our  Wealth,  all  allow  it 
to  be  a  good  Barter. 

On  the  whole,  I  take  the  African  Trade, 
both  for  its  Exports  and  Imports,  and  alfo,  as 
it  fupplies  our  Plantations,  and  advances  Na- 
vigation, to  be  very  beneficial  to  this  King- 
dom,  and  will  every  Year  grow  more  fo,  if  it 
remains  open. 
Ireland.  I  come  now  to  difcourfe  of  Ireland,  and  of 
the  Trade  we  interchangeably  drive  with  that 
Kingdom,  with  whom  it  is  neceflary  to  main- 
tain a  good  Correfpondence,  which  mufl:  he 
done  on  fuch  Terms,  as  may  be  profitable  to 
us  both  5  and  I  think  nothing  is  more  likely 
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to  anfwer  this  End,  than  the  encouraging  the 
Linnen  Manufacture  there,  which  it  is  highly 
our  Intereft  to  promote,  and  theirs  to  fet  upon, 
being  for  the  moft  Part  of  another  Nature, 
than  what  is  made  either  in  the  North  or  South- 
Britain  ;  for,  befides  the  Employment  it  will 
give  to  the  Poor,  large  Trafts  of  Land  will 
be  taken  up  for  raifing  Hemp  and  Flax,  both 
which  thrive  well  in  many  Parts  of  that  King- 
dom i  on  the  other  Hand,  the  low  Labour  of 
Irdand  being  employed  on  that  Manufacture, 
will  no  way  prejudice  ours,  but  make  them 
better  able  to  trade  with  us,  for  fuch  things 
wherewith  they  are  fupplied  hence,  it  being 
undoubtedly  the  Intereft  of  this  Kingdom, 
that  all  thofe  Nations  we  trade  with  fhould  \  ^h-«=^' 
grow  rich,  by  any  Methods  that  do  not  make 
us  Poor ;  and  more-elpecially  Ireland^  whofe? 
Profits  are  generally  fpent  here.  / 

But  then,  how  fhall  this  Manufacture  be 
carried  on  ?  Truly,  the  firft  Step  muft  be,  by 
furnifhing  Money  on  reafonable  Intereft,  and 
receiving  it  again  by  fuch  Payments  as  the 
Borrowers  can  make,  and  buying  up  the  Lin* 
nens  when  made,  and  th^n  the  landed  Men 
will  encourage  it,  on  their  own  Eftates,  and 
thereby  enable  their  Tenants  to  pay  their 
Rents  better }  which  laft  EfFeCt  it  hath  already 
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had  in  the  North  of  Ireland,  where  by  fpinnin^ 
the  Yarn  in  the  Winter  Nights,  and  getting 
their  Cloth  ready,  and  fit  for  Sale,  early  in 
the  Year,  they  provide  for  their  iWay  Rents, 
without  bfeing  conftrained  to  fell  their  Cattle 
whilft  they  are  lean,  and  their  November  Pay- 
ments do  not  become  due,  till  they  are  fat> 
and  their  Harveft  is  over. 

Now  thefe  Loans  muft  be  made,  either  by 
a  Joint-Stock  raifed  for  that  Purpofe,  of  by 
the  Bank  of  England,  which  will  be  attended 
with  good  Security ;  for  by  reafon  of  the 
Regifter  fettled  there  by  Aft  of  Parliament, 
I  take  the  Securities  of  Ireland,  t;o  be  rather 
better  than  thofe  in  England :  and  this  way  of 
lending  Money,  muft  likewife  be  very  accep- 
table to  all  thofe  whofe  Eftates  are  under  dif. 
fefent  Incumbrances,  which  may  by  this  means 
be  reduced  into  one,  and  paid  off,  as  they  can 
fpare  the  Money  by  degrees. 

Nor  can  I  fee  how  any  ill  Confequences 
will  attend  the  bringing  the  Money  to  Par  in 
both  Kingdoms,  I  know  it  had  noiie  when 
the  Crown-piece  was  fome  Years  fince  reduced'' 
from  fix  Shillings  to  pafs  at  five  Shillings  and 
five  Pence,  and  all  other  Money  in  Propor- 
tion ;  it  neither  caufed  an  Alteration  in  the 
Rents  to  the  Landlords,  nor  in  the  Price  of 
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the  Produdt  to  the  Tenants ;  and  I  cannot 
fee  why  the  falling  it  to  five  Shillings  (as  it 
paffes  here)  fhould  carry  with  it  any  ill  EfFedb; 
the  Lands  of  Ireland  would  thereby  be  more 
worth  to  the  Proprietors,  who  would  then  be 
more  willing,  and  better  able,  to  fpend  their 
Money  here,  when  they  were  freed  from  fuch 
high  Exchanges  -,  befides  the  Advantage  to 
the  King  in  his  Revenue. 

The  Commodities  we  have  thence  are. 
Wool,  Hides,  Tallowy  and  Skins,  all  ufeful 
in  our  Manufedlures ;  as  alfo  fome  Herrings, 
which  we  export  again  ;  and  we  fhip  from 
thence  for  other  Markets,  Beef,  Pork,  Salmon 
and  Butter ;  we  likewife  fupply  them  with 
Tobacco,  Sugar,  and  other  Plantation  Goods ; 
alfo  with  fine  Broad-Cloth,  Silk  Manufadures, 
and  feveral  other  things  made  here  ;  and  with 
fundry  of  our  Produfts,  as  Lead,  Tin,  Coal, 
i^c,  of  which  lad,  fo  great  Quantities  are 
carried  thither  yearly,  that  it  will  fcarce  be 
credited,  how  much  they  fay  there  it  amounts 
unto;  befides  Muflins,  Callicoes,  China- Ware, 
Tea,  Cofifee,  and  other  Eaji-India  Goods: 
They  have  indeed,  difcouraged  the  Importa- 
tion of  Callicoes,  by  loading  them  with  a  great 
Duty,  but  I  wonder  they  do  not  totally  pro- 
hibit them,  for  that  fingle  Commodity  doth 

more 
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more  Injury  to  their  Manufa6bures,  both  of 
Linnen  and  Wollen,  than  all  the  Things  they 
import  befides. 

I  fhould  be  very  glad  to  fee  the  Linnen 
Manufacture  there   brought  to  a  good  Per- 
feftion  5   and  I  am   fure  if  the  Government 
'      were  at  fome  Charge  in  doing  it,  'twould  not 
be  ill  laid  out. 
Canaries.       I  fhall  proceed  next  to  the  Trade  we  drive 
to  the  Canary-IJlandSy  which  brings  us  nothing 
but  what  we  confume,  and  I  believe  takes 
from  us  little  of  our  Produft  or  Manufactures ; 
but  fince  we  muft  drink  Wines,  'tis  better  to 
have  them  from  the  Spaniard  than  the  French ; 
the  firft  takes  off  much  of  our   Manufac- 
tures, the  other  little  ;  and  I  am  apt  to  think, 
thofe  Wines  are  paid  for  out  of  what  we  (hip 
to  Spain. 
Spain.        This  brings  me  to    the  Spanijh  Trade, 
which  I  take  to  be  very  profitable  to  this  King- 
dom, as  it  vends  much  of  our  Produ6t  and 
Manufactures,    and  fupplies    us  with  many 
,  Things  neceflary  to  be  ufed  in  making  the 

Latter,  and  furnifhes  us  with  great  Quantities 
of  Bullion  ;  I  fhall  divide  it  into  three  Parts, 
Spainy  Bifcay^  and  Flanders. 

To  begin  with  Spain^  by  which  I  mean, 
that  Part  from  the  Bay  of  C<?<//z  inclufive,  Eaft- 

ward 
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ward  into  the  Straits  of  Gibraltar^  as  far  as 
Catalonia  j  whither  we  fend  all  Sorts  of 
Woollen  Manufaftures,  Lead,  Fifh,  Tin, 
Silk  and  Worded  Stockings,  Butter,  Tobacco, 
Ginger,  Leather,  Bees- Wax,  and  fundry  o- 
ther  Things.  And  in  Return  we  have 
thence,  fome  Things  fit  only  for  Confump- 
tion,  fuch  as  Fruit  and  Wines ;  others  for  our 
Manufadures,  fuch  as  Oil,  Cochineal,  Indi- 
go, Anata^  Barillia,  and  fome  Salt,  with  a 
great  Part  in  Gold  and  Silver,  wherewith 
they  are  fupplied  from  their  large  Empires 
on  the  main  Land  of  America^  whither 
they  export  much  of  the  Goods  we  carry  to 
them. 

The  Spaniards  are  a  ftately  People,  not 
much  given  to  Trade  or  Manufadures  them- 
felves  i  therefore  the  firft  they  carry  on  by 
fuch  chargeable  and  dilatory  Methods,  both 
for  their  Ships  and  ways  of  Navigation,  that 
other  trading  Nations,  fuch  as  the  Engli/h, 
French^  Dnicb,  and  Ge?ioefe,  take  Advantage 
of  them  ;  only  their  Trade  to  their  fFeJi- 
Indies^  hath,  on  ilridl  Penalties,  been  re- 
ferved  to  themfelves  \  but  having  no  Manu- 
faftures  of  their  own,  the  Profit  thereof 
comes  very  much  to  be  reaped  by  thofc;  who 
furnifh  them :  Nor  is  it  fo  well  guarded  and 
F  fecured, 
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fecured,  but  that  the  Inhabitants  thereof  have 
been  plentifully  fupplied  by  us  with  Manu- 
factures, and  many  other  Things  from  Ja- 
maica,  and  may  be  more,  by  the  Liberty  late- 
ly granted  to  the  South-Sea  Company,  where- 
by we  get  greater  Prizes  for  them,  than 
'  when  they  were  firft  (hipp'd  to  Cadiz,  and 
exported  thence  thither,  which  adds  to  the 
Wealth  of  the  Nation :  This  I  take  to  be 
the  true  Reafon  why  our  Vent  for  them  at 
Cadiz  is  leflened,  becaufe  we  fupply  New- 
Spain  diredl  with  thole  Things  they  ufed  to 
have  thence  before. 

By  Bifcay,  I  mean  all  that  Part  under  the 
Spanijh  Government,  which  lies  in  the  Bay  of 
that  Name,  or  adjoining  to  it :  The  Com- 
modities we  fend  thither  are  generally  the 
fame  as  we  do  to  Spain,  and  in  Return  we 
have  Wool,  Iron,  and  fome  Bullion,  whereof 
the  firil:  is  the  bed  and  moft  profitable  Com- 
modity, which  could  we  fecure  wholly  to  our 
felves  ,  *twould  be  of  great  Advantage  to  the 
Nation ;  but  both  the  Dutch  and  French 
come  in  for  their  Shares ;  tho*  I  am  apt  to 
think  the  former  mighube  induced  to  bring 
it  hither  by  way  of  Merchandize,  if  we  did 
fo  far  relax  the  Ad  of  Navigation,  as  to  give 
them  Liberty  to  do  it. 

The 
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The  third  P^trt  of  our  Spanijh  Trade  is 
that  to  Flanders^  whereby  I  mean  all  thofe 
Prqvinces  that  were  formerly  under  its  Go' 
vernment,  but  are  now  under  the  Emperors, 
whether  we  fend  Commodities  much  of  the 
fame  Nature  as  thofe  we  fend  to  the  other 
Parts,  tho'  not  in  fo  great  Qiiantities,  and  a- 
mong  our  Woollen  Manufactures  more  coarle 
Medleys ;  alfo  Mufcovado  Sugars  and  Coals, 
but  not  fo  much  Leather  as  we  have  formerly 
done,  being  fupplied  with  raw  Hides  from 
Ireland,  which  ate  tann'd  there :  We  have 
thence  Linnens,  Thread,  and  other  Things, 
which  are  ufed  both  at  Home,  and  alfolhipp'd 
to  our  Plantations. 

The  next  is  the  Trade  we  drive  to  the  Portugal; 
Kingdom  of  Portugal,  and  its  Iflands,  where 
we  vend  much  of  our  Produdt  and  Manu- 
faftures,  litde  different  in  their  kinds  from 
what  are  fent  to  Spain  j  and  from  thence  we 
have  in  Return,  Salt,  Oil,  Woad,  Fruit, 
and  Wines,  befides  Gold  and  Silver  :    We         Ki^"^^' 


have,  fince  the  War  with  France,  increafed 
our  Importation  of  their  Wines,  which  is 
more  our  Intereft  to  do,  than  to  have  them 
ivom  France,  whence  our  Imports  have  been  \  J^  ■%;■*•'* 
always  more  than  our  Exports  would  pay  for, , 
and  to  this  Kingdom  our  Exports  are  greater 
F  2  than 
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than  their  Produdts  can  make  us  Returns,  ef- 
pecially  fince  we  have  defifted  from  bringing 
hither  their  Sugars  and  Tobacco,  Commo- 
dities wherewith  we  are  more  advantageoufly 
fuppHcd  from  our  Plantations  in  America^  and 
are  now  abk  to  furnilh  foreign  Markets 
cheaper  than  they  can. 

These  People  were  formerly  the  great 
Navigators  of  the  World,  as  appears  by 
their  many  Difcoveries,  both  in  the  Eajl  and 
Weft-Indies^  befides  the  feveral  Iflands  of  the 
Azores,  Cape  de  Verd,  and  alio  Maderas, 
where  they  have  fetded  Colonies  ;  to  thefe 
they  admit  us  a  free  Trade,  but  referve  their 
remoter  Settlements  on  the  Continent  of  Brazil 
more  ftridtly  to  themfelves,  whither  they-  ex- 
port many  cf  the  Commodities  we  fend  them, 
and  in  Return  have  Sugars  and  Tobacco, 
which  are  again  exported  to  the  European 
Markets,  though  litdecf  them  hither  :  Befides 
which,  they  have  of  late  brought  from  thence 
great  Quantities  of  Gold  j  their  Iflands  wc 
fupply  diredly  with  our  Manufadures,  and 
from  the  Azores  load  Corn,  Woad,  and  fome 
Wmes,  which  we  receive  in  Barter  for  them, 
and  are  the  Produ6t  of  thofe  Iflands  ;  the  firfl: 
we.  carry  to  Maderas,  where  *tis  again  bar- 
tered for  the  Wines  of  the  Growth  of  that  I- 

fland. 
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fland,  which  are  fhipt  thence  to  our  Planta- 
tions in  America  :  In  thefe  Settlements  the 
Inhabitants  live  well,  and  are  plentifully  fup- 
plied,  becaufe  theyhave  wherewith  to  pay  for 
what  is  brought  them  •,  but  thofe  refiding  on 
the  Cape  de  Verd  Iflands,  being  generally  made 
up  of  Negroes,  Molattoes,  and  fuch  like  Peo- 
ple, and  having  little  Produd  to  give  in  Re- 
turns, are  but  meanly  furnifhed,  and  have 
fcarce  enough  to  ferve  their  Neceflities,  much 
lels  to  pleafe  their  Luxuries,  AfTcs,  Beeves, 
and  Salt,  being  all  we  have  from  them,  which 
we  generally  carry  to  our  Plantations  in  Jme- 
rica  :  fome  Salt  we  bring  home  ;  Beef  might 
be  made  there  very  cheap,  could  it  be  faved, 
being  purchafed  for  little,  and  Salt  for  lefs, 
bi>t  the  Climate  will  not  allow  it ;  only  the 
Ifland  of  St.  Jago  is  rich,  well  governed,  and 
a  Bi (hop's  See,  where  they  are  well  fupplied 
with  Neceflaries,  becaufe  they  have  Money  to 
pay  for  what  they  buy. 

The  Portuguezc,  as  they  are  now  become 
bad  Navigators,  fo  they  are  not  great  Manu- 
facturers •,  fome  Sorts  of  coarfe  Cloth  they  do 
make,  which  is  often  fiiipp'd  to  the  Iflands 
of  Maderas  and  the  Azores^  where  'tis  worn 
with  great  Delight,  and  preferred  before  any 
other  of  the  like  Goodnefs,  becaufe  its  made 
F  3  in 
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in  Portugal  \  and  they  did  once  attempt  the 
making  Bays,  for  which  they  drew  over  feme 
of  our  Workmen,  but  it  foon  came  to  an 
End,  and  they  returned  Home  again  by  En- 
couragement given  them  here,  fo  prudent 
a  Thing  it  is  to  ftop  an  Evil  in  the-  Begin- 
ning. 
Turkey.  The  Trade  driven  to  Turkey  is  very  profi- 
table, as  it  affords  us  Markets  for  great  Quan- 
tities of  our  Woollen  Manufadures,  together 
with  Lead,  and  other  Produdl,  fhipp*d  hence 
to  Conjlantinopk,  Scandaroon,  and  S?rr^Tna,  and 
from  thence  difperft  all  over  the  lurkijh  Do- 
minions, as  alfo  into  Perfia.  The  Commo- 
dities we  have  thence  in  Return  are.  Raw 
Silk,  Cotton- Wool  and  Yarn,  Goat*s-Wool, 
Grogram  -  Yarn,  Cordivants,  Gauls,  Pot- 
Aflies,  and  other  Things,  which  are  the 
Foundations  of  feveral  Manufadures  different" 
from  our  own,  by  the  Variety  whereof  we 
better  fuit  Cargoes  to  export  again  -,  and  tho* 
this  Trade  may  require  fome  Bullion  to  be 
-y  carried  thither,  yet  there  is  a  great  Difference 

-^c^Yj^.       j    between  buying  for  Bullion,  Commodities  al- 
\^f  ff^     \   ready  manufa»5tur'd,  .  which   hinder  the  \J{t 
'-^'         ^  and  Confumption  of  our  own,  fuch  as  thofe 
brought  from  the  Eaji-Indies,  or  Things  to 
be  fpent  on  Luxury,  fuch  as  Wines  and  Fruit, 

and 
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buying  therewith  Commodities  to  keep  cu-r 
Poor  at  Work  ;  thefe  muft  be  had,  tho*  pur- 
chaffd  with  nothing  elfe. 

To  the  feveral  Parts  of  Italy  we  fend  great  Italy. 
Quantities  of  Lead  and  other  our  Produd, 
and  many  Sorts  of  Woollen  Manufadtures, 
but  chiefly  thofe  made  of  Worfted ;  alfo 
Fifh,  and  Sugars,  both  white  and  brown,  the 
laft  principally  to  Venice ;  We  bring  thence 
raw  and  thrown  Silk,  and  Red- Wool! ;  alfo 
Oyl  and  Soap,  (of  the  latter  we  now  make 
a  great  deal  in  England^)  both  ufed  in  Work- 
ing up  our  Wool,  fome  Paper,  Currants, 
and   other  things. 

Both  Venice  and  Genoa  have  made  fome 
Attempts  on  a  Woollen  Manufadlure,  being 
furniflied  with  Wool  from  Alicant,  and  thofe 
Eajiern  Parts  of  Spain  \  wrought  Silks  and 
Glafs  are  not  fo  much  imported  thence  as 
the  formerly  were,  fince  we  have  fallen  on 
making  them  here. 

The  Dutch  likewife  Buy  many  of  our  Holland. 
Manufaflures ,  and  much  of  our  Pro- 
du6l,  as  Coals,  Butter,  Lead,  Tin,  befides 
things  of  fmaller  Value,  fuch  as  Clay,  Red- 
ding, ^c.  which  are  exported  to  Holland^ 
not  only  for  their  own  ufe,  but  being  a 
Mart   of  Trade  for   Germany^    they   difperfe 

F  4  them 
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them  for  the  Expence  of  thofe  Countries ;  a- 
mong  whom  they  alfo  Vend  our  Weft-India 
Commodities,  fuch  as  Sugar,  Tobacco,  In- 
digo, Logwood,  Fuftick,  Ginger,  Cotton- 
Wool,  befides  what  they  ufe  themfelves ; 
they  are  an  induftrious  People,  but  having 
little  Land,  want  Produ6l  of  their  own 
to  Trade  on,  except  what  they  raife  by  their 
Fiflieries,  or  bring  from  the  Eaji-Indies,  where- 
of Spices  and  Salt-Petre  are  many  times  ad- 
mitted to  be  brought  hither,  tho'  contrary  to 
the  A6t  of  Navigation  ;  indeed  the  Trade  of 
the  Dutch  confifts  rather  in  Buying  and  Selling 
than  Manufadures,  moft  of  their  Profits  arifmg 
from  that,  and  the  Freights  they  make  of 
their  Ships ;  which  being  Built  for  Burthen, 
are  imployed  generally  in  a  Home-Trade,  for 
bulky  Commodities,  fuch  as  Salt  from  St.  Ubes 
to  the  Balckk,  Timber,  Hemp,  Corn,  Pitch, 
and  fuch  forts  of  Goods  thence  to  their  own 
Country,  which  Ships  they  Sail  with  few 
Hands  ;  and  this,  together  with  Lownefs  of 
Intereft,  enables  them  to  afford  thofe  Com- 
modities at  fiich  Rates,  that  they  are  often 
fetch t  from  them  by  other  Nations,  cheaper 
then  they  could  do  it  from  the  Places  of  their 
Growth,  all  charges  confidered  :  'Tis  ftrange 
to  fee  how  thefe  People  Buz  up  and  down 

^mong 
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among   themfelves,    the  Greatnefs  of  whofe 
Numbers   caufes  a  vaft  Expence,    and  that 
Expence  muft  be  fupplied  from    Abroad,  fo  ^j ii^.f^\.Q^ 
one  Man  gets  by  another,  and  they  find  by    /       ''   i 
Experience,  that  as   a  Multitude  of  People         ^  '  ^ 
brings  Profit  to  the  Government,    fo  it  ere-   V 
ates  Imployment  to  each  other  ;  befides  they    [ 
Invent  new  ways  of  Trade,    by  felling,  not    \ 
only  Things  they  have,  but  thofe  they  have     I 
not,  great  Quantities  of  Brandy   and   other 
Commodities  being  difpofed  of  every  Year, 
which  are  never  intended  to  be   delivered, 
only  the  Buyer  and  Seller  get  or  loofe,  ac- 
cording to  the  Rates  it  bears  at  the  time  agreed 
on  to  make  good  the  Bargain ;  fuch  a  Com- 
merce to  this  Kingdom   would   be  of  little 
Advantage,  and  would  not  advance  its  Wealth 
more  than  Stock-jobbing,  our  Profits  depend- 
ing on  the  improving  our  Produdl  and  Ma- 
nufadures;  but  that  Government  raifing  its 
Income  by  the  Multitude  of  its  Inhabitants, 
who  pay  on  all  they  eat,  drink  and  wear,  and 
almofl  on  every  thing  they  do,  cares  not  fo 
much  by  what  Methods  each  Perfon  gets,  as 
that  they  have  People  to  pay ;  which   are  ne- 
ver wanting  from  all   Nations,    for  as  one 
goes  away,  another  comes,   and   every  tem- 
porary   Refident   advances  their    Revenue  ; 

therefore 
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therefore   to  increafe   their    Numbers,    they 
make  the  Terms  of  Trade  eafy ;  contrary  ta 
. \^W     ^  the  Cuftoms  of  Cities  and   private  Corpora- 
r^  Aif^-  ^'^^^^  with  us,  the  Narrownefs  of  whofe  Char- 
^iC^^        J  ters  difcourages  Induflry,    and  hinders   Im- 
]  provements  both  in  Handicrafts   and  Manu- 
[  faftures,  becaufe  they  exclude  better  Artifts 
\  from  their  Societies,  unlefs  they  purchale  their 
Freedoms  at  unreafonable  Rates. 
Hamburgh     HAMBURGH  is  another  Market  for  our 
Manufaftures  ;   this  City  vends  great  Quan- 
tities of  our  Cloth,  as  alfo  Tobacco,  Sugars, 
and  other  Plantation  Commodities,  together 
with   feveral  of  our  Produ<5ls,  which  are  alfo 
thence  fent  into  Germany  •,  from  whence  we 
have  in  Return   Linnens,  Linnen-yarn,  and 
other  Commodities,   very  neceffary  both   for 
the  Ufe  of  our  felves  and  of  our  Plantations, 
and  little  interferring  with  our  own  Manu- 
faftures. 
Poknd.  POLAND  alfo  takes  off  many  of  our  Ma- 

nufacturers, wherewith  it  is  fupplied  chiefly 
from  Dantzkk,  whither  they  are  flrft  car- 
ried, and  thence  difperft  into  all  Parts  of 
that  Kingdom,  which  hath  but  little  Wool  of 
its  own,  and  that  chiefly  in  Ukrania ;  but  the 
Expence  of  our  Cloth  hath  been  leflfened  there, 
fincG  Silejia,  and  the  adjoining  Parts  of  Ger- 
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mafr^,  have  turn'd  their  Looms  to  that  Com- 
modity, occafioncd  by  our  difufing  their  Lin- 
nens,  and  wearing  Callicoes  in  their  Room  ; 
we  have  thence  fome  Linnens,  alfo  Potaftics. 

RUSSIJ  is  likewife  fupplied  by  way  of  R^^**- 
St.  Angela^  with  our  Woollen  ^^ufa6lu^es, 
and  other  Things,  alio  with  fome  Tobacco;     .     ^  .^o 
but  the  Sale  of  the  latter  is  decreafed,  occa-1 
lioncd  (as  I  am  informed)  by  the  Indiicretibn 
of  our  Merchants  that  imported  it ;  who  putt- 
ing an  excefllve  Price  thereon,  caufed  the  Czar  \ 
to  encourage  the  Planting  it  in  his  Dominions,  \ 
which  being  very  large,  and  reaching  from 
the  Mare  Album  Northward,  to  the  Cafpian 
Sea  Southward,  befides  its  vaft  Extent  from 
Eaft  to  Weft,  affords  Climates  enough  proper 
for  it  -,  by  which  means,  we  are  in  danger  of 
lofing  the  Sale  of  that  Commodity,  fo  profi- 
table t©  the  Nation,  which  we  might  have 
continued,  if  they  had  not  been  too  covetous 
at  firft :    We  have  in  Return  from  thence. 
Hemp,   Potalhes,  Ruffia  Hides,    with   fome 
Linnen,  and  other  Commodiries,  both  ufeful 
at  Home,  and  fit  to  be  carried  abroad. 

SPFEDEN  and  its  Territories,  takes  off  Sweden, 
great  Quantities  of  our  Manu failures,   both 
fine  and  coarfe,  and  fome  of  our  Produdl,  be- 
fides Tobacco  and  Sugars,  and  other  Planta- 

tioa 
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tion  Goods ;  but  the  Sale  of  our  Cloth  hath 
been  leflen*d  there,  occafion'd  by  their  load- 
ing it  with  great  Duties,  on  purpofe  to  en- 
courage a  Manufaflure  of  their  own  ;  their 
Wool  is  coarfe,  fo  confequently  the  Cloth 
made  thereof  rhufl:  be  ordinary ;  however,  the 
late  King  encouraged  the  Wearing  it,  by  his 
own  Example,  and  thought  it  the  Intereft  of 
his  Kingdom  fo  to  do  :  Yet  all  forts  of  Serges, 
Stuffs,  and  Perpcts  are  carried  thither,  and  I 
think  as  freely  as  before  ;  from  thence  we  have 
Copper,  Iron,  and  fome  other  Things. 
Denmark  D  EN  MAR  K  is  fupplied  from  us  with 
Norway.  Woollen  Manufaftures,  yet  takes  no  great 
Quantities,  and  Norway  lefs,  the  People  of 
the  latter  being  generally  poor  ;  fome  To- 
bacco and  Sugar  is  alfo  fhipp'd  hence  and  fpent 
amongft  them. 

From  thefe  three  lad  Northern  Kingdoms 
wc  are  furnifhed  with  Pitch,  Tar,  Hemp, 
Mails,  Baulks,  and  Deal  boards,  all  very  ufe- 
ful  to  us,  and  without  which,  we  can't  carry 
on  our  Navigation,  and  therefore  we  muft 
have  them,  though  purchas'd  with  Money; 
but  the  Parliament  having  encouraged  the 
\^C  >^'  A  Importation  of  fome  of  them  from  our  Plan- 
y^^  j  tations  on  the  Continent  of  America,  our  De- 
pendence on  them  for  thofe  Things,  will  in 

all 
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all  probability  be  leflened  every  Year  :  I  look 
on  any  thing  that  faves  our  Timber,  to  be  an 
Advantage  to  the  Nation,  which  Baulks  and 
Boards  do. 

The  French  Trade  hath  every  Age  grown  France.  ^ 
lefs  profitable  to  our  Woollen  Manufadturers, 
as  the  Inhabitants  make  wherewith  to  fupply, 
both   themfelves   and  other  Nations,    which  , 

they  could  not  do,  were  they  not  furnifhed  '  ^^^''^•^ 
with  Wool  from  hence  and  Ireland,  their  own    *V--^ 
being  unfit  to  work  by    it  felf :    Nor   doth  i.i,><^<wL 
France  fpend  much  of  the  Growth  and  Pro-  "^t*-vv^ 
du6t,    either  of  this   Kingdom,    or  of  our  W-«[m»a^ 
Plantations,  and  furnifhes  us  with  nothing  to   o   "%        a 
be  manufactured  here,  fo  that  the  Trade  we    ^^"^-^^^^^^ 
drive  thither,  turns  only  to  their  Advantage  ;     p^    \a^^A^ 
which  being  generally  for  Things  confumed  '^    -xA"''^ 
among  ourfelves,  and  our  Imports  exceeding     v^^^'^*-* 
our  Exports,  mufl  needs  be  Lofs  to  the  King- 
dom; but  if  the  Linnen  Manufaflure  can  be/   "^^aja^ 
fettled  in  Scotland  and  Ireland,  Paper,   Diftill- 
ing,  and  Silk  Manufadlures,  encouraged  here, 
the  Ballance  will  foon  be  altered,  efpecially 
fince  the  Portuguefe  have  made  fuch  Improve- 
ments in  their  Wines;  only  their  Salt  we  fhall 
flill  want  for  our  Fifheries. 

As  to  the  South-Sea  Trade,  I  cannot  under-  South  Sea. 
take  to  fay  much  to  it,  being  but  lately  en- 
tered 
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tered  upon,  and  limited  by  Ad  of  Parlia- 
ment to  an  exdufive  Company,  according  to 
\\^"     whofe  Management  it  may  prove  more  or  lefs 
^:.'K\ff^^  Advantagious  to  the  Nation  *,  only  in  this  I 
^    if'^      '  believe  we  may  be  certain,    that  they  will 
v^lv^"^^    ]  never  carry  away  our  Bullion,  as  the  Eaji-In- 
y^'^J^  V'j  ^^^  Company  does,  but  in  all  Probability,  will 
<:/  >^        ^  bring  us  more. 

What  And  thus  I  have  run  through  the  Foreign 

"Frad^l  are  Trades  driven  from  this  Kingdom,  and  fliew'd 

profitable    how  they  advance  its  Intereft,  by  taking  off 

Manufac-  '^"^  Produft  and  Manufaflures,  and  fupply- 

turesy  and  ing  US  with  Materials  to  be  manufactured  a- 

mt.     ^    g^^"  »  wherein  'tis  a  certain  Rule,  that  fo  far 

as  any  Nation  furnifhes  us  with  things  already 

manufactured,  or  only  to  be  fpent  amongft 

(Qm  felves,  fo  much  lefs  is  our  Advantage  by 

i  the  Trade  we  drive  with  them  ;  elpecially  if 

.'\>       I  thofe  Manufactures  interfere  with  our  own, 

\  and  are  purchafed  with  Bullion.     Therefore  I 

"t/^'         !  think  the  Eaji- India  Trade  to  be  unprofitable 

V     ^    ^  ^^  "^»  hindering   by  its  Silks,   Muflins,  and 

^)  Callicoes,     the    Confumption    of   more    of 

our  Manufactures  in  Europe,   than   it   takes 

from  us.     The  Spcinifh,  'Turkey,  and  Portugal 

Trades,  are  very  advantagious,  as  they  vend 

great  Quantities  of  our  Manufactures,  and  fur- 

nifh  us  with  Materials  to  be  wrought  up  here, 

and 
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and  difperfe  our  Commodities  to  other  Places, 
where  we  could  not  fo  well  fend  them  our- 
felves  -,  this  Spain  doth  to  its  Settlements  in 
America 'y   Turkey  to  all  its  Territories,  both 
in  Europe  and  Afta^  and  alfo  to  Perfia  -,  Por' 
ittgal  doth  the  fame  to  Brazil.     The  Dutcb^ 
Hamburgh,  and  Bantzick  Trades  are  very  ufe- 
ful,  as  they  fupply  Germany,  Poland,  and  fome 
Parts  of  Rujfia,  with  our  Manufaftures,  and 
little  interfere  with  us  in  theirs.     Sweden  and 
Denmark  are  profitable,  both   in  what  they 
take  from  us,  and  in  what  we  have  from  them 
again.     Italy  takes  off  much  of  our  Worfted 
Manufaflures,  and  fends  us  little  of  its  own, 
fave  wrought  Silks,  whereof  we  Ihall  every 
Year  import  lefs,  as  we  increafe  that  Manu- 
fadure  at  home  ;  but  above  all,  I  efteem  the 
African  and  Wejl-India  Trades  to  be  mod  pro- 
fitable to  the  Nation,  as  they  imploy  more  of 
our  People  at  Home,  and  give  greater  In-       «f. 
couragement  to  our  Navigation  by  their  Pro-  ,  ^'^^jiyvA^ 
du6t ;  but  the  French  Trade  is  certainly  our  \  XtJ^^^^ 
Lofs,  France  being  like  a  Tavern,  with  whom   f  f«>^ 
we  fpend  what  v/e  get  by  other  Nations ;  and  J 
*tis  ftrange,  we  fhould  be  fo  bewitcht  to  that 
People,  as  to  take  off  their  Growth,  which 
confifts  chiefly  of  things  for  Luxury,  and  re- 
ceive a  Value  only  for  the  Efteem  we  put  on 

them 


^rade. 
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them,  whilft  at  the  fame  Time,  they  pra- 
hibit  our   Manufaftures,  in  order  to  fet  up 
the   like   among   themfelves,  which   we  en- 
courage, by  furnifhing  them  with  Wool. 
^heBaU       The  Ballance  of  that  and  the  Eaft-India 

lance  of  , 

each         Trade,  is  always  againft  us,  from  whom '  we 
have  in  Goods  more  than  we  fhip  them,  and 
therefore  muft  leflen  our  Bullion ;  the  Ballance 
of  Spain  and  Portugal  is  always  in  our  Favour, 
and   therefore  muft  encreafe  it ;    as  for   the 
Dutch^  Germany^  and  Hamburgh^  their  Ballan- 
ces  are  not  yet  agreed  on  ;  fbme  think  we  fhip 
them  moft,  others,  that  we  receive  moft  from 
them  •,  I  incline  to  the  former :  The  North- 
ern Crowns  fupply  us  with  more  than  they 
take  from  us,  but  they  are  Commodities  we 
can't  be  without,  at  leaft,  till  we  can  be  better 
furni(h*d  with  them  from  our  Plantations  in 
America ;  Turkey  may  require  fome  Bullion, 
yet  the  Trade  we  drive  thither  is  very  bene- 
ficial to  us ;  Italy  will  grow  more  and  more 
in  its  Ballance  on  our  Side,  as  the  Importa- 
tion of  wrought  Silks  is  leflen'd,  and  turn'd 
into   raw    and   thrown.      Now   confidering, 
that  almoft  the  whole  World  is  fupplied  by 
our   Labour,    and  that  our    Plantations   do 
daily  bring  us  fuch  Incomes,  'tis  ftrange,  if 
this    Nation   fhould   not  grow   rich,    v/hich 

'  doubtlefs 


doubtlefs  it  would  do  above  all  our  Neigh- 
bours, were  our  Trade  righdy  looked  after. 

Those  who  cope  with  us  in  our  Manu-    .^-^^^ 

J        Nations 

fadures,  are  chiefly  the  French  5  but  let  due  ^^^^^j,  ^^^ 

Care  be  taken  to  prevent  their  being  fupplied  "^'^^^J" 

.with  Wool  from  henccj  and    from   Ireland,  nufaaurn* 

and  we  (hall  loon  fee  an  Alteradon  therein: 

'Tis  true^  they  have  Wool  of  their  ownj  but 

they  cannot  work  it  without  ours  or  Irijh : 

The  Commodities  they  make,  are  generally 

flight  Stuffs,  wherein  they  ufe  a  great  deal  of 

Combing  Wool ;    and  thefe  they  not  only 

wear  themfelves,  but  fend  them  to  Portugal, 

and    other   Parts,    with   good    Succefs ;    to 

countermine  whichj  We  have  fallen  on  ma-» 

king  them,  by  Afllftance  of  the  French  Re^ 

fugees ;  I  wonder  at  the  Fancies  of  thofe  Men, 

who  are  always  finding  Fault,  that  we  do  not 

make  our  Manufactures  as  ftrong  aS  formerly 

we  didi    wherein  I  think   they    are  to  be 

blamed,  for  we  muft  fit  them  to  the  Humours  ' 

of  the  BuyerSj  and  flight  Cloth  brings  as  much 

Profit  to  the  Nation  as  ftrong,  and  the  fame 

Employment  to  the  Poor  j  yet  where  Seals 

and  other  Marks  are  fet,  ht  them  be  certain 

Evidences  to  the  Truth  of  what  they  certify, 

either  as  to  the  Length  of  the  Piece,  or  thai 

the  Infide  is  fuitable  to  the  Outfide,  or  that'tis 

G  truly 
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JUi-*^'    truly  wove,  and   without   Flaws ;    the  fame 
^y7j^       with  refpe(5l  to  the  Colour,  that  'tis  woaded, 
y^*'   ^''*^  '     ^'^  madder'd,  or  the  like  :  But  there  is  a  great 
deal  of  Difference  betwe'en  this,  and  obliging 
Xj^  ^^  Manufadurer  to  make  his  Cloth  or  Stuff 
*   V^         to  a  certain  Weight  and  Thicknels,  without 
refpeft  to  the  Buyer,  or  the  Climate  to  which 
it  is  fent.     As  for  the  Dutch,  as  I  take  them 
to  be  no  good  Planters,  fo  likewife  no  good 
Manufaflurers,  their  Heads   are   not  turned 
that  Way,  but  rather  to  Traffic  and  Naviga- 
tion.    The  Flanderhns  were  once  famous  in 
the  Art  of  Cloth-making,  which  they  carried 
on  by  the  Wool  they  fetch'd  hence  :  But  King 
Edward  the  Third,  by  keeping  our  Wool  at 
home,  put  a  flop  to  that  Manufi6ture.     If 
therefore  the   prohibiting  our   Wool   to   be 
carried  out,  had  at  that  Time  fo  good  an  Ef- 
fect and  Confequence   againft    thofe  People, 
why  fhould  not  our  Care  to  prevent  its  being 
carried  out  now,  have  the  fame  ;^ainft  the 
French  ?  We  cannot  indeed  hinder  them  from 
SpanifJo,  but  we  may  from  our  own  and  Irijh,', 
As  for  Swedefti-l am  apt  to  think:  tkeir  Ma-zl 
nufaclures  will  cpnae  to  litde.  .!  And  as  for 
Germany^  the  Woollen  Manufadure  is  not  fo 
natural  to  them  !^s  the  Linnen,    which  they 
would  keep  clpfe  to,  if  we   gave,  them  En- 
couragement, 
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couragement,  by  wearing  it  here,  and  fend- 
ing it  to  our  Plantations,  which  would  be  ]/ , 
more  advantagious  to  us,  than  by  the  ufe  of 
Muflins  and  Callicoes,  to  put  them  on  fen- 
cing with  us  at  our  own  Weapons,  which  they 
very  unwilUngly  undertake.  The  Woollen  ■ 
Manufaflures  in  lialy  are  but  fmall,  and  thofe 
chiefly  among  the  Veneiians,  fomething  a- 
mong  the  Genoefe  -,  thefe  we  cannot  hinder, 
being  fupplied  with  Wool  from  thofe  Parts 
of  Spain  which  are  near  them,  except  we 
could  promote  a  Contraft  with  the  Spaniard 
for  all  he  hath  •,  and  if  it  fhould  be  objedled 
that  we  fhould  then  have  too  much,  *tis  bet- 
ter to  burn  the  Overplus  at  the  Charge  of 
the  Public  (as  the  Dutch  do  their  Spices)  thaa 
to  have  it  wrought  up  abroad,  which  we 
can't  otherwife  prevent,  feeing  all  the  Wool  1  "  ^*J 
of  Etaype  is  Manufadlured  fome where  ;  and  )  ^^ 
if  the  Act  for  burying  in  Woollen  did  ex- 
tend to  our  Plantations  in  America^  'twould 
be  of  great  ufe  towards  the  Confumption  of/ 
our  Wooll  i  thus,  when  the  Nation  comes  to 
fee,  that  the  Labour  of  its  People  is  its 
Wealth,  'twill  put  us  on  finding  out  Methods 
to  make  every  one  Work  that  is  able  ;  which 
muft  be  done,  by  hindring  fuch  fwarms  from 
going  off  to  idle  and  ufelefs  Employments, 
G  2  and 
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and   by  preventing  fuch  Multitudes  of  lazy- 
People  from  being  maintained  by  begging. 
fJ^Em"      ^^^   ^^'^  '^  farther  to  be  noted  in   our 
ployivgottr  Trade    with    Foreign   Nations,  that   where 

"a^d thole'  ^^^y  ^^^^^  ^^°"^  "^  °^^^  Produ6l  and  Manu- 
o/ot,her     fadlufes,   and  make  their  Imports  to  us,  in 
their  own  Ships,  we  get  lefs  by  the  Trade  we 
drive  with  them,  than  if  we  did  it  in  ours, 
becaufe  that  doth  alfo  encourage  our  Navi- 
gation ;  and  Freights  are  a  great  and  profi- 
table Article  in  Trade ;  therefore  we  get  moi'e 
by  the  Spauijh  Trade,  becaufe  we  generally 
drive  it  in  our  own  Bottoms  i  and  we  lofe 
more  by  the  French  Trade,  when  they  bring  us 
their  Wines  and  Brandy,  than  when  we  fctch-^ 
them  ourfelves ;  and  accordingly  we  may  take 
our  Meafures  in  judging  of  all  other  Trades. 
tVhethera      It  hath  been  a  great  Debate  how  the  Bal- 
trueJuJg-  J        ^         Foreign  Trade  fhall  be  domput- 

ment  may    ^"■"*'''  o  r 

be  made  of^^^  and  what  Methods  we  Ihould  take 
/f^f  0/  whereby  to  know  it,  and  it  has  been  thought. 
Foreign  j}^^j.  j^g  moll  proper  way  to  make  a  true 
Judgment  therein  is,  by  taking  an  Account 
from  the  Cuftom-houfe  Books  of  our  Exports 
and  Imports ;  but  if  this  Method  would  do, 
yet  i  do  not  think  there  can  be  any  Certainty, 
either  of  the  one  or  the  other,  drawn  from 
thence ;  for,  as  for  our  Imports,  the  Bullion, 

and 
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and  fuch  Things  of  Value,  are  not  entered 
there,  and  feldom  prefented  -,  and  as  to  the 
Exports,    feeing  our  Woollen  Manufadtures 
go  out  Cuftom-Free,  the  Entries  there  made 
of  them  cannot  be  depended  on  ;  but  fuppofe 
a  more  exaft  Account  of  our  Exports  and  Im- 
ports could  be  had,  yet,  fince  fo  great  a  part 
of  the  Trade  of  this  Kingdom  is  driven  by 
Exchange,  and  fuch  vaft  Quantities  of  Com- 
modities are  Imported  from  our  Plantations 
for  Account  of  the  Inhabitants  there,  the  Pro- 
duce whereof  they  leave  here  as  a  flock  at 
Home,  and  that  they  are  fupply'd  hence  with 
fo  many  Things  for  their  own  Confumption, 
I  cannot  fee  how  any  moderate  Computation 
can  be  this  way  made  of  our  general  Trade, 
much  lefs  of  that  we  drive  with  any  particui        * 
lar  Nation,  the  Commodities  which  we  re- 
ceive at  one  place,  being  often  carried  to  ano- 
ther J  thus  we  tranfport  to  Italy  the  Sugars  we 
receive  for  our  Manu failures  in  Portugal^  and 
bring  thence  Silk  and   other  Things  to  be 
manufaftured  here,  and  yet  we  muft  not  con- 


:> 


elude  we  lofe  by  the  Portugal  Trade,  becaufe  (   '■.. 


the  Returns  thence  fall  fhort  by  the  Cuftom-  f 
Houfe  Books,  or  that  we  get  more  by  the  ! 
Italian  Trade,  becaufe  it  doth  not  appear  by  ! 
thofe  Books  how  we  exported  Commodities 
G  3  to 
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■  to  pay  for  what  we  Import  thence  -,  and  as  to 
th3  Profits  we  make  by  the  Freights  of  our 
Ships,  it  doth  not  at  all  appear  from  them, 
nor  at  what  Rates  our  Produdt  and  Manu- 
fadures  are  fold  Abroad,  or  our  Plantation 
Goods  to  Foreigners  at  home  ;  fo  the  Thing 
raufl  ftiJI  remain  doubtful  ;  and  I  know  no 
more  certain  way  to  Judge  of  it,  than  by  the 
Increafe    the   Nation    makes  in  its  Bullion, 
which  always  arifes  from  the  over  Ballance  of 
our  Foreign  Barter  and  Commerce. 
Committee       And  for  the  better  Encouraging  the  Trade 
of  Trade,  ^f  j-j^is  Kingdom,  I  think  it  well  worthy  the 
Thoughts  of  a  Parliament,  whether  a  {landing 
Committee,  made  up  of  Men  well  verft  there- 
in, fhould  not  be  appointed ;  whofe  fole  Bu- 
linefs  it  fliould  be  to  confider  the  State  there- 
of, and  to  find  out  Ways  to  improve  it ;  to 
v^).fee  how  the  Trades  we  drive  with  Foreign 
^..-y^'     JCingdoms,  grow  more  or  lefs  profitable  to  us  ; 
)     ^.    how,  and  by  what  Means  we  are  out-done 
XjJ-  by  others  in  the  Trades  we  drive,  or  hinder- 

ed from  enlarging  them  ;  what  is  neceffary  to 
be  prohibited,  both  in  our  Exports  and  Im- 
ports, and  for  how  long  Time ;  to  hear  Com- 
plaints from  our  Fadlories  Abroad,  and  to 
corr-efpond  with  our  Minifters  there,  in  Afl 
fairs  relating  to  our  Trade,  and  to  reprefent 

all 
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all  Things  rightly  to  the  Government,  with 
their  Advice,  what  Courfes  are  proper  to  be 
taken  for  its  Encouragement;  and  generally 
to  fludy  by  what  means  and  Methods  the 
Trade  of  this  Kingdom  may  be  improved, 
bath  abroad  and  at  home. 

If  this  was  well  lettled,  the  good  EfFe(51:s 
thereof  would  foon  be  feen  ;  but  then,  great 
Care  muft  be  taken,  that  thefe  Places  be  not 
fill'd  up  with  fuch  who  know  nothing  of  the 
Bufinefs,  ^nd  thereby  this  excellent  Conftitu- 
tion  become  only  a  Matter  of  Form  and  Ex- 
pence. 

In  the  Management  of  Things  of  much 
lefs  moment,  we  employ  luch  who  are  fup- 
pofed  to  underftand  what  they  undertake,  and 
believe  they  cannot  be   carryed  on  v/ithout 
them  ;  whilft  the  general  Trade  of  the  Na- 
tion (which  is  the  fupport  of  all)  lies  neglect- 
ed, as  if  the  Coggs  that  diredt  its  Wheels  did 
not  need  {kill  to  keep  them  true:  Trade  i^A|/'*«^^^'^ 
quires  as  much  Policy  as  Matters  of  State,  V    "^ 
and  can  never  be  kept  in  a  regular   Motion   fO^^^ 
by  Accident;  when  the  Frame  of  our  Trade  /  \^!m-*^ 
is  out  of  Order,  we  know  not  where  to  be-  I 
gin  to  mend  it,  for  want  of  a  let  of  expe-/ 
rienced  Builders,  ready   to  receive  Applica-' 
G  4  ,  tions. 
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tions,  and  able  to  judge  where  the  Defed^ 
lies. 

Such  a  Committee  as  this,  will  foon  ap-? 
pear  to  be  of  great  Ufe  and  Service,  both 
to  the  Parhament  in  framing  Laws  relating 
to  Trade,  and  alfo  to  the  Government  in 
the  Treaties  they  make  with  Foreign  Na- 
tions. 

As  to  the  firft,  it  hath  fometimes  been 
thought,  that  when  that  great  and  glorious 
Aflembly  hath  medled  with  Trade,  they 
have  left  it  worfe  than  they  found  it  5  and  the 
Reafon  is,  becaufe  the  Laws  relating  to  Trad?, 
require  more  time  to  look  into  their  diftant 
ConfequenceSy  than  a  Seffion  will  admit  5 
whereof  we  have  had  many  Inftances. 

To  begin  with  the  French  Trade  ;  in  the 
Z2d  Car.  II.  a  new  Impofl:  was  laid  on  Wines, 
viz.  Eight  Pounds  ^^r  Ton  on  the  French, 
and  Twelve  Pounds  per  Ton  on  Spanifh  and 
Portugueze :  This  Difference  (with  the  low 
Subfidies  put  on  their  Linnens  by  former  Ads, 
in  refpedt  to  thofe  of  other  Places)  was  a 
great  Means  of  bringing  the  Ballance  of  that 
Trade  fo  much  againft  us,  that  the  Parlia- 
ment in  the  yth  and  8/^  of  Gul.  III.  thought 
fit  to  make  an  A61,  (and  is  continued  by  this 
prefent  Parlianient  for  ^  longer  time)  which 

in 


A  D/fiourfe  on  TRADE,   ^^r.  %^ 

in  Effed,  prohibited  all  Trade  with  that  Na- 
tion for  One  and  Twenty  Years,  by  laying 
^  great  Duty  on  the  Importations  thence,  m 
order  to  prevent  a  Correfpondence,  till  the 
Trade  fhould  be  better  regulated. 

In  the  14//&  Car.  II.  Logwood  was  per- 
mitted by  A6t  of  Parliament  to  be  imported, 
paying  five  Pounds  per  Ton  Duty  •,  the  fame 
A6t  repeals  two  Statutes  of  Queen  Elizabeth 
againft  Importing  and  Ufing  it  in  Dying 
here,  and  fets  forth  the  Ingenuity  of  our  Dy- 
ers^ in  finding  out  "Ways  to  fix  the  Colour? 
made  with  it ;  and  yet  at  the  fame  time  gave 
a  Draw-back  of  three  Pounds  fifteen  Shillings 
per  Ton  on  all  that  fhould  be  Exported, 
whereby  Foreigners  ufe  it  fo  much  cheaper  in 
their  Manufaftures  than  ours  can  here  ;  which 
proceeded  from  a  too  hafly  making  that  Law, 
and  being  advifed,  or  rather  abufed,  by  thofe, 
who  regarded  more  their  own  Intcrefl,  than 
that  of  the  Nation. 

By  an  Ad:  made  i  Ja.  II.  an  Impoft  of 
Two  Shillings  and  Four  Pence  per  Cent,  was 
laid  on  Mufcovado  Sugars  imported  from  the 
Plantations,  to  be  drawn  back  at  Exporta- 
tion ;  the  Traders  to  the  Plantations  ftirr*d  V 
in  this  Matter,  and  fet  forth,  That  fuch  a 
Puty  would  difcourage   the  Hefining  them 

here, 
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here,  by  hindering  the  Exportation  of  refined 
»  Sugars,  which  was  then  confiderable,  and 
carry  that  Manufadlure  to  Holland  and  Flan- 
4^ers  ',  but  the  Commiffioners  of  the  Caftoms 
prevailed  againft  them,  and  the  Bill  paft  ;  the 
fatal  Confequences  whereof  foon  appear'd ;  for 
the  Exporters  of  Mufcavado  Sugars,  drawing 
back  two  Shillings  and  Four-pence  per  Cent. 
by  that  A61,  and  Nine-pence  per  Cent,  by  the 
A<SVof  Tunnage  and  Poundage,  foreign  Mar- 
kets were  fupplied  with  refined  Sugars  from 
^^  other  Places  cheaper,  by  about  Twelve  per 

Cent,  than  we  could  furnilh  them  hence,  by 
Cno'       which  means  we  were  beat  out  of  that  Trade : 
^,;®-^,  and  though  the  Duty  of  two  Shillings  and 

yf^  Four-pence  per  Cent,  was  not  continued  on  the 

Expiration  of  that  Ad,  by  the  Parliament 
2d  JV.  and  M.  as  they  did  the  Three-pence 
per  Pound  on  Tobacco)  the  bad  EfFefts  there- 
of being  then  apparent,  yet  'tis  Difficult  to 
retrieve  a  loll  Trade,  trading  Nations  being 
like  expert  Generals,  who  make  Advanta- 
ges of  the  Mi  flakes  of  each  other,  and  take 
.  .  care  to  hold  what  they  get. 

By  a  Statute  4th  and  5th  /^.  and  M, 
twenty  Shillings  per  Ton  was  laid  on  Lapis 
Caliminaris  dug  here  and  Exported,  on  an 
Information  given  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 

that 


A  Difcourfe  e?«  T  R  A  D  E,  ^r. 

that  it  was  not  to  had  any  where  elfe  ;  the 
Merchants  concerned  in  exporting  that  Com- 
modity, made  AppHcation,  and  fet  forth,  that 
fuch  a  Duty  would  bring  in  nothing  to  the 
Crown,  but  be  a  total  Bar  to  its  Exportation ; 
yet  the  Ad  pad,  and  we  were  like  to  have 
made  a  fatal  Experiment  j  for  till  the  Statute 
of  the  7th  and  8th  of  the  fame  King,  which 
reduced  the  Duty  to  two  Shillings  per  Ton, 
the  Exportation  cealed  ;  and  in  the  mean 
Time,  thofe  Places  which  had  been  difcourag- 
ed.from  digging,  and  calcining  it,  becaufe  we 
undcrfold  them,  fet  again  to  work,  and  fup- 
plied  the  Markets  where  we  vended  ours. 

What  Injury  was  done  by  the  Act  made 
in  the  9/^  and  loth  W.  III.  for  the  more 
effediual  preventing  the  Importation  of  Fo- 
reign Bonelace,  ISc.  doth  fufficiently  appear 
by  the  Preamble  of  that  made  in  the  wtb 
and  \^th  of  the  fame  Reign,  for  repealing  it 
three  Months  after  the  Prohibition  of  our 
Woollen  Manufadures  in  Flanders  (which  waS 
occafioned  by  it)  fhould  be  there  taken  off ; 
but  I  don*t  underftand  that  is  yet  done,  and 
it  may  prove  an  irrecoverable  Lofs  to  the  Na- 
tion. 

I  men- 
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I  mention  thefe  Things  with  great  Sub- 
miflion  to  the  Judgment  of  that  glorious  Af- 
iembly,  the  Wifdom  and  Strength  of  the  Na- 
tion ;  to  whom  I  only  prefume  with  all  Hu- 
mility to  offer  my  Thoughts,  that  it  would 
very  much  tend  to  the  putting  Matters  of 
Trade  into  a  true  Light  before  them,  if  they 
were  firft  referred  to  a  Body  of  Men,  well 
verfed  in  the  true  Principles  thereof,  and  able 
to  fee  through  the  Sophiflical  Arguments  of 
contending  Parties,  to  be  by  them  confidered, 
and  well  digefted,  before  they  received  the 
Sanflion  of  a  Law. 

And  as  to  foreign  Treaties ;  I  do  not 
think  our  Trade  hath  been  fo  much  bettered 
by  them  as  it  might  have  been,  for  want  of 
fuch  a  Committee  -,  the  Reprefentations  made 
by  private  Merchants,  (who  generally  differ 
according  as  their  Interefls  clafli  with  each 
other)  tending  rather  to  diflrad,  than  to  in- 
form the  Government  j  which  would  not  be, 
if  their  firfl  Applications  were  made  to  an 
experienced  Committee,  who  had  Judgment 
enough  to  fubflraft  out  of  them  what  was  pro* 
per  to  be  offer'd  j  by  which  means,  our  De- 
mands might  be  rendered  fhort  and  com^ 
prehenfive. 
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We  have  natural  Advantages  in  Trade 
above  other  Nations,  befides  the  Benefit  of 
our  Situation,  the  Foundation  of  our  Woolen 
Manufadures  being  as  it  were  peculiar  to  our 
own  Growth,  and  may  be  retained  amongft 
ourfelves ;  an  Advantage  the  French  have  nor, 
whofe  Wealth  arifing  chiefly  frona  the  Ex- 
portation of  their  Wines,  Brandy,  Salt,  Paper, 
Silks,  and  Linnens,  both  we  and  other  Na- 
tions, have  made  fuch  a  Progrefs  in  them  all 
fince  the  War  began,  as  to  render  theirs  lefs 
ibught  for;  whereas,  nothing  but  our  own 
Negle6ls,  and  ill  Managements,  can  let  our 
Neighbours  into  our  Manufaftures,  which  we 
may  foon  put  a  flop  to,  by  fecuring  our  Wool 
at  Home. 

I  cannot  clofe  this  Difcourfe  without  fpeak- 
ing  fomething  of  Infurance.  The  firft  Defign  hjurance. 
whereof,  was  to  encourage  the  Merchants  to 
export  more  of  our  Produft  and  Manufadlures, 
when  they  knew  how  to  eafe  themfelves  in 
their  Adventures,  and  to  bear  only  fuch  a  Pro- 
portion thereof  as  they  were  willing  and  able 
to  do ;  but  by  the  Irregular  Pradices  of  fome 
Men,  this  firft  Intention  is  wholly  obviated  ; 
who  without  any  Intereft,  have  put  in  early 
Policies,  and  gotten   large   Subfcriptions  on 

Ships 
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Ships,  only  to  make  Advantage  by  felling 
them   to  others  ;  and  therefore  have  induf- 
trioufly  promoted  falfe  Reports,  and  fpread 
Rumours,  to  the  Prejudice  of  the  Ships  and 
Mafters,    filling  Mens  Minds  with  Doubts, 
whereby  the  fair  Trading  Merchant,  when  he 
comes  to  infure  his  Interefl:,  either  can  get  no 
one  to  underwrite,  or  at  fuch  high  Rates,  that 
he  finds  it  better  to  buy  the  others  Policies  at 
advance ;  by  this  means  thefe  Stock- Jobbers 
of  Infurance,  have,  as  it  were,  turn'd  it  into 
a  Wagerj  to  the  great  Prejudice  of  Trade : 
likewife  many  ill-defigning  Men,  their  Policies 
being  over-valued,  have  (to  the  Abhorence  of 
honeft  Traders,  and  to  the  Scandal  of  Trade 
itfelf)  contriv'd  the  Lois  of  their  own  Ships : 
On  the  other  Side,  the  Underwriters,  when 
a  Lofs  is  ever  fo  fairly   proved,    boggle  in 
their  Payments,  and  force  the  Infured  to  be 
content  with  lefs  than  their  Agreements,  for 
fear  of  engaging,  themfelves    in    long    and 
chargeable  Suits. 

Now,  if  the  Parliament  would  pleafe  to 
take  thefe  Things  into  their  Confideratiop, 
they  may  reduce  Infurance-  to  its  firft  Inten- 
tion, by  obliging  the  Infured  to  bear  fuch  a 
proportionable  Part  of  his  Adventure,    (the 

Premio 
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Premlo  included)  as  to  tliem  fhall  feem  fit, 
and  alfo  the  Infurers,  when  a  Loft  is  fully 
made  out,  to  pay  their  Subfcriptions  without 
Abatement,  which  will  prevent  both ;  and 
if  any  Differences  (hould  arife,  to  dired  eafy 
ways  for  adjufting  them,  without  attending 
long  Iffues  at  Law,  or  being  bound  up  tc> 
fuch  nice  Rules  in  their  Proofs,  as  the  Affairs 
of  foreign  Trade  will  not  admit. 

I  know,  that  by  a  Claufe  in  a  Statute  made    Wilful 
prima  Anfi^e,  the  wilful  cafting  away,  burning,  ^^J"^shi'pt 
or  otherwife  deflroying  a  Ship,  by  anyCap-<!b    *^' 
tain,   Mafter,  Mariner,  or  other  Officer  be- 
longing to  it,  is  made  Felony,  without  Bene- 
fit of  Clergy  -,  but  that  Statute  is  fo  qualify*d, 
that  it  is  difficult  to  convift  the  Offender,  be- 
caufe  the  Fact  mull  be  done,  to  the  Prejudice 
of  the  Owner,  or  Owners,  or  of  any  Mer- 
chant or  Merchants   that   fliall  load  Goods 
thereon,    elfe  he   doth  not  come  within   its 

Penalty,  fo  it  doth  not  reach  the  Evil  I  here 
mention,  viz.  the  abominable  Contrivance  of - 
the  Owners  to  have  their  own  Ships  deftroy- 
ed,  in  order  to  make  an  Advantage  by  their 
Infurances  •,  a  Crime  fo  black  in  itfelf,  that 
it  cannot  be  mentioned  without  Horror.) 
Thtfe  Men,  when  they  frame  their  dark  De- 

fians. 
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figns,  will  take  Care,  for  the  Security  of  thofe 
they  employ,  that  none  befides  themfelves 
fhall  load  Goods  on  the  Ships  they  intend 
fhall  be  thus  deftroyed,  and  it  cannot  be  fup- 
pofed  that  they  receive  Prejudice  thereby 
themfelves,  fo  the  Profecution  on  that  Statute 
is  evaded;  but  if  the  Infured  were  bound  to 
make  out  their  Interefts,  and  to  bear  a  Pro-- 
portionable  Part  of  the  Lofs  themfelves,  this 
would,  as  it  were,  naturally  prevent  fuch 
fcandalous  Praftices. 


Whether  Before  I  enter  on  the  Bufinefs  of  the 
P Labour  Poor,  I  will  confidcr  of  a  Queftion  that  hath 
is  a  Hin-  arHfen,  and  I  have  heard  fometimes  debated 
imtrtve-  ^y  Men  of  good  Underflanding,  which  is, 
ments  in  Whether  the  Labour  of  the  Poor  being  fo 
duas  and  high,  does  not  hinder  Improvements  in  our 
Manufac-  Produd   and   Manufadures ;    which   having 

tures.  .  °' 

fome  Relation  to  the  Subjed:  Matter  of  this 
Difcourfe,  I  fhall  offer  my  Thoughts  thereon, 
with  Submiffion  to  better  Judgments,  viz. 
That  both  our  Produdl  and  Manufadtures 
may  be  carried  on  to  Advantage,  without 
running  down  the  Labour  of  the  Poor. 

As  to  the   firfl,   our  Produd,    I  am  of 
Opinion,  that  the  running  down  the  Labour 

of 
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the  Poor,  is  no  advantage  to  it,  nor  is  it  the 
Intereft  of  that  part  of  the  Kingdom  called 
England  to  do  it,  nor  can  the  People  thereof 
live  on  fo  low  Wages  as  they  do  in  other 
Countries ;  for  we  mud  confider,  that  Wages 
fnuft  bear  a  Rate  in  all  Nations  according  to 
the  Price  of  Provifions;  where  Wheat  is  fold 
for  one  Shilling  per  Bufhel,  and  all  Things 
fuitable,  a  labouring  Man  may  afford  to  work 
for  Three-pence  a  Day,  as  well  as  he  can  for 
Twelve-pence,  where  it  is  fold  for  four  Shill- 
ings ;  and  this  Price  of  Wheat  arifes  chiefly 
from  the  Value  of  the  Land  ;  for  it  cannot 
be  imagined,  that  the  Farmer  who  gives 
twenty  Shillings  per  Acre,  can  afford  it  as  low 
'as  he  whofe  Lands  coft  him  but  five  Shillings 
per  Acre,  and  produces  the  farrie  Crop,  nor 
can  Labour  be  expefted  to  be  fo  low  in  fuch 
a  Country,  as  in  the  other ;  this  is  the  Cafe  of 
England,  whofe  Lands  yielding  great  Rents, 
require  good  Prices  for  the  Produdl ;  and 
this  is  the  Freeholders  Advantage ;  for  fup- 
pofing  Neceffaries  to  be  the  Current  Payment  ' 
for  Labour,  in  fuch  Cafes,  whether  we  call 
a  Bulhel  of  Wheat  one  Shilling,  or  FoOr 
Shillings,  it  will  be  all  one  to  him,  for  fo 
much  as  he  pays,  but  not  for  the  Overplus  of 
H  his 
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^\^  r  his  Crop,  which  makes  a  great  Difference  in- 
to his  Pocket ;  you  cannot  fall  Wages,  unlefs 
you  fall  Produ6l  ;  and  if  you  fall  Produd, 
you  muft  neceffarily  fall  Lands. 

And  as  for  the  fecond,  our  Manufa6lures,  I 
am  of  Opinion,  that  they  may  be  carried  on  to 
Advantage,  without  running  down  the  La- 
bour of  the  Poor  ;  for  which  I  offer, 

I.  Obfervation,    or  Experience    of   what 

hath  been  done ;  we  have  and  daily  do  fee 

that  it  is  fo;  the  Refiners  of  Sugars  fell  for 

Six-pence /J^r  Pound,  what  yielded  formerly 

Twelve-pence ;  the  Diflillers  fell  their  Spirits 

for  one  half  of  what  they  formerly  did  :  Glafs 

Bottles,   Silk    Stockings,    and    other  Manu- 

faclures  (too  many  to  be  here  enumerated)  are 

fold  for  not  much  more  than  half  the   Price 

they  were  fome  Years  fince,   without  falling 

the  Poor. 

>,        „      But   then   the  Queftion  will  be,  how  this 

f^    i,fe      )  ^^  *^°"^  •"*  '^"^'y  '^  proceeds  from  the  Ingenui- 

i^P'-     N^    \  ty  of  the   Manufadurer,  and    the  .  Improve- 

^-^V'^l   nients  he   attains    to   in    the   Ways   of  his 

^/^       ^   Workino; ;   Thus  the  Refiners  of  Sugars  go 

through  that  Operation  by  eafier  Methods,  and 

in  lefs  Time,  than    their  PredecefTors  did  : 

Thus  the  Diflillers  draw  more  Spirits  from 

the 
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the  Things  they  work  on,  than  thofe  former- 
ly did  who  taught  them  the  Art.  The  Glafs- 
Maker  hath  found  a  quicker  way  of  making 
it  out  of  Things  which  coft  him  little.  Silk 
Stockings  are  wove ;  Tobacco  is  cut  by  En- 
gines ;  Books  are  printed ;  Deal  Boards  are 
fawn  with  Mills  ;  Lead  is  fmelted  by  Wind- 
Furnaces  -,  all  which  fave  the  Labour  of 
many  Hands,  fo  the  Wages  of  thofe  employ- 
ed need  not  be  fallen. 

Besides  which,  there  is  a  Cunning  crept 
into  Trades  :    The  Clock-Maker   hath   im- 
proved his  Art  to  fuch   a  Degree,    that  La- 
bour and  Materials  are   the  lead   Part  the 
Buyer  pays  for.     The  Variety  of  our  Woollai  \  7*^ 5,  **\ 
Manufadures  is  fo  pretty,  that  Fafhion  makes  \\    ^iA*^ 
a  Thing   worth   twice  the  Price  it  is  fold  for  \  ^ 
after,  the  Humour  of  the  Buyer   carrying  a  / 
great  Sway  in  its  Value.     Artificers,  by  Tools 
and  Laves,    fitted  for  different  Ufes,    make 
fuch  Things,  as  would  puzzle  a  Stander-by  to 
fct  a  Price  on,   according  to   the  worth  of 
Mens  Labour.     The  Plummer  by  new   In- 
ventions calls  a  Tun  of  Shot  for  ten  Shillings, 
which  might  feem  to  deferve  forty. 

The  fame  Art  is  crept  into  Navigation  ; 

Freights  are  much  fallen  from  what  they  for- 

H  2  merly 
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merly  were  at,  and  yet  Sailors  Wages  are  ftill 
the  fame  :  Ships  are  built  more  for  Stowage, 
and  made  ftrong  enough;  to  beloaden  between 
Decl«,  and  Voyages  ar^  performed  in  lefs 
Time.  Wool  is  fteved'  into  them  by  fuch 
^  proper  Inftruments,  that  three  or  four  Bags 
are  put,  where  one  would  not  elfe  lye  ; 
Cranes  and  Blocks  help  to  draw  up  more  for 
one  Shilling,  than  Mens  Labour  without 
them  would  do  for  Five. 

New  Projeflions  are  every  Day  fet  on  Foot 
to  render  the  making  our  Woollen  Manu- 
fadlures  eafy,  which  fliould  be  rendered  cheap- 
er by  the  Contrivance  of  the  Manufafturers, 
not  by  falling  the  Price  of  Labour :  Cheap- 
'  nefs  creates  Expence,  and  gives  frefh  Em- 
ployments, whereby  the  Poor  will  be  ftill  kept 
at  Work. 

The  fame  for  our  Produd  ;  Mines  and 
Pits  are  drained  by  Engines  and  Aquasduds 
inftead  of  Hands  :  The  Hufbandman  turns 
up  the  Ground  with  his  Sullow,  not  digs  it 
with  his  Spade  -,  covers  his  Grain  with  the 
Harrow,  not  with  the  Rake  ;  brings  home 
his  Harveft  with  Carts,  not  on  Mens  Backs  ; 
and  many  other  eafier  Methods  are  ufed,  both 
for  improving  of  Land,  and  raifing  its  Pro- 
dud, 
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duct,  which  leffen  the  Number  of  Labourers, 
and  make  Room  for  better  Wages  to  be  gi- 
ven thofe  that  are  employed. 

Nor  am  I  of  their  Opinion,  who  think 
the  running  down  the  Price  of  our  Growth 
and  Produd,  that  fo  they  may  buy  Provi- 
fions  cheap,  an  Advantage  to  the  inland 
Trade  of  this  Kingdom,  but  of  the  con- 
trary. 

To  underftand  this  rightly,  let   us  begin 

with  the  Shop-keeper,  or  Buyer  and  Seller, 

who  is  the  Wheel  whereon  the  inland  Trade 

turns,  as  he  buys  of  the  Importer  and  Ma- 

nufa6lurer,  and  fells  again  to  the  Country  •» 

fuppofe  this  Man  fpends  two  hundred  Pounds 

per  Annum,  in  all  Things  neceiTary  for  him- 

felf   and    Family,    as    Provifions,    Cloaths, 

Houfe-Rent,  and  other  Expences,   the  Que- 

ftion  will  be,  what  Part  of  this   is  laid  out 

in   Flefli,  Corn,  Butter,    Cheefe,  ^c.  barely 

confidered  according  to  their  firft  Coft  inthe 

Market  ?  I  prefume  fifty  or  fixty  Pounds  per 

Annum  to  be  the  moft,  whereon  the  Advance 

to  him  will  not  be  fo  much,  by  keeping  up 

our  Produ6b  to  a  good  Rate,   as   the  Profits 

which  will  confequently  arife  in  his  Trade  will 

amount  unto  :  For  by  this  Means  the  Farmer 

H  3  '         will 
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will  be  enabled  to  give  a  better  Rent  to  his 
Landlord,  who  may  then  keep  a  more  plen- 
tiful Table,  fpend  more  Wine,  Fruit,  Sugar, 
Spices,  and  other  Things  wherewith  he  is 
furnifhed  from  the  City,  fuit  himfelf  and  his 
Family  oftner,  and  carry  on  a  great  Splendor 
in  every  Thing ;  the  Farmer  according  to 
his  Condition  may  do  the  fame,  and  give 
higher  Wages  to  the  Labourers  imployed  in 
Hufbandry,  who  may  then  live  better,  and 
buy  new  Cloathes  oftner,  inflead  of  patching 
f  up  old  ones ;  by  this  means  the  Manufacflurers 
will  be  encouraged  to  give  a  better  Price  for 
^y^  Wool  and  Labour,  when    they  fhall  find  a 

\     ^    Vent  as  faft  as  they  can  make  ;  and  a  Flux  of 
y      Wealth  caufmg  a  Variety  of  Falhions,  will 
*^  add   Wings  to  their  Inventions,  when  they 

fliall  fee  their  Manufadlures  advanced  in  their 
Values  by  the  Buyer's  Fancy ;  this  likewife 
will  encourage  the  Merchants  to  encreafe  their 
Exports,  when  they  fhall  find  a  quick  Vent 
i  for  their  Imports  \  by  which  regular  Circu- 
y-  lation.  Payments  will  be  fhort,  and  all  will 

kY         grow  rich  ;  but  when  Trade  deadens  in  the 
^■V  \  Fountain,  when  the  Gentlemen  and  the  Farm- 

•  f^'^  ers  are  kept  low,  every  one  in  his  Order  feels 

^"^  it :  It  being  moft  certain,  and  grounded  on 

the 
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the  Obfervation  of  all  Men  who  have  lookt 
into  it,  that  in  thofe  Countries  where  Pro- 
vifions  are  Cheap,  the  People  are  generally 
Poor,  both  proceeding  from  the  want  of 
Trade;  fo  that  he  who  will  give  a  right 
Judgment  in  this  Matter,  muft  not  confider 
Things  only  as  they  offer  themfelves  at  the 
firft  Sight,  but  as  they  will  be  in  their  Con- 
fequences. 

A  s  to  the  other  Part  of  Great  Britain,  call- 
ed Scotland,  I  can  fay  little  with  Relation  to 
this  Matter,  my  Knowledge  of  that  part  of 
the  Kingdom  being  not  fufficient  to  enable  me 
to  do  it :  But  I  am  apt  to  believe,  that  the 
fame  general  Maxim  muft  hold  good  there 
alfo,  viz.  Thjit  the  Rates  of  Labour  muft  be 
according  to  the  Prices  of  Provifions,  and 
thofe  according  to  the  Rents  of  the  Lands. 

Having  thus  gone  through   the  State  o^The  Poor 
the  Nation  with  refpedl  to  its  Trade,  I  v/ill 
next  confider  it  with  refpeft  to  the  Poor. 

And  here  it  cannot  but  feem  ftrange,  that 
this  Kingdom,  which  fo  much  abounds  in 
Produfland  Manufadures,  befides  thelmploy- 
ment  given  in  Navigation,  (hould  want  work 
for  any  of  its  People  j  the  Dutch,  who  have 
litde  of  the  two  former,  if  compared  with 
H  4  us. 
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us,  and  do  not  exceed  us  in  the  latter,  fufFer 

no  Bdggars  ;  whereas  we,  whofe  Wealth  con- 

fifts  in   the  Labour  of  our  Inhabitants,  feem 

to  encourage  them  in  an  idle  way  of  Living, 

contrary  to  their  own  and  the  Nations  In- 

tereft. 

^  f        The  Curfe  under  which  Man  firft  fell,  was 

V^C^  \    Labour  ;  ^at  by  the  Sweat  of  his  Brows    he 

*^>     K    Jhould  eat  his  Bread  :  This  is  a  ftate  of  Hap- 

VyjlT^  I    P'"^^s>  if  compared  to  that  which  attends  Idle- 

^  nefs :  He  that  walks   the  Streets  of  London, 

and  obferves  the  Fatigues  ufed  by  Beggars,  to 

make   themfelves   feem    Objeds   of  Charity, 

muft  conclude,  that   they   take  more    Pains 

than  an  honeft  Man  doth  at  his  Trade,  and 

ft-y>^'^   ».^  yet  feem  not  to  get  Bread  to  eat :  Beggary^ 

,'   isjipw becoEoe  an.Art  or  Myftery,  to  which 

Y        \    Children  are  brought  up  from  their  Cradles ; 

any  thing  that  may  move  CompafTion  is  made 

a  Lively  hood,  a   fore   Leg  or  Arm,  or  for 

want    thereof  a  pretended  one  5  the  Tricks 

and  Devices  I  have  obferved  to  be  ufed  by 

thefe  People,    have   often    made    me  think, 

that  thofe  Parts,  if  better  employed,  might 

be  made  ufeful  to  the  Nation. 

JizRE  I  will  confider, 

I,  What 


o-r^ 


o-* 


K' 


A  Difiourfe  on  TRADE,   liic.  loj 

1.  What  hath  been  the  Caufe  of  this  Mif- 
chief  of  Idlenefs,  and  how  it  hath  crept  in 
upon  -us. 

2.  What  muft  be  done  to  reftrain  its  go- 
ing farther. 

3.  What  Methods  are  proper  to  beufed, 
in  order  to  make  a  Provifion  for  thofe  who 
are  paft  their  Labour. 

A  s  to  the  firft,  we  fhall  find  that  it  hath 
proceeded,   partly  from  the  Abufe  of  thofe 
Laws    we   have,  and  partly  from    want  of 
better ;  Licences  for  Alehoufes  were  at  firft 
granted  for  good  Ends,  not  to  draw  Men  afide 
from  their  Labour  by  Games  and  Sports,  but 
to  fupport  and  refrefh  them  under  it ;  and  as 
they  were  then  a  Maintainance  to  the  Aged, 
fo  poor  Families  had  Opportunities  of  being 
fupplied  with  a  Cup  of  Ale  from  Abroad, 
who  could  not  keep  it  at  Home ;  great  Ob- 
fervation  was  alfo  made  to  prevent  idle  Tip- 
ling,  our  Fore-fathers  confidered,  that  Time 
fo  fpent,  was  a  Lofs  to  the  Nation,  whofe 
Intereft  was  improved  by  the  Labour  of  its 
Inhabitants ;  whereas,  Alehoufes  are  now  en- 
couraged, to  promote  the  Income  of  Excife, 
on  whom  there  muft  be  no  Reftraint,  left  the 
King's  Revenue  (hould  be  lefTened  j  thus  we 

live 
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live  by  Senfe,  and  look  only  at  Things  we 
fee,  without  revolving  on  what  the  IlTue  will 
Cv-^  ^  be,  not  confidering,  that  the  Labour  of  each 
\.9^^^  Man,  if  well  employ'd,  whilft  he  fits  in  an 
Ale-houfe,  would  be  worth  much  more  to  the 
Nation,  than  the  Excife  he  pays. 

But  above  all,  our  Laws  to  fet  the  Poor 
at  Work  are  (hort  and  Defcdiive,  tending 
rather  to  maintain  them  fo,  then  to  raife  them 
to  a  better  way  of  Living  ;  'tis  true,  thofe 
Laws  defign  well,  but  confiding  only  in  Ge- 
nerals, and  not  reducing  Things  to  praflicable 
Methods,  they  fall  Ihort  of  anfv/ering  their 
Ends,  and  thereby  render  the  Poor  more  bold, 
when  they  know  the  Parifh  Officers  are  bound, 
either  to  provide  them  Work,  or  to  give  them 
Maintenance. 

Now,  if  we  delighted  more  in  the  En- 
couraging our  Manufadtures,  our  Poor  might 
be  better  Employed,  and  then  'twould  be  a 
Ihame,  for  any  Perfon  capable  of  Labour,  to 
live  idle  ;  which  leads  me  to  the  fecond  Con- 
fideration,  What  muft  be  done  to  rellrain 
this  Habit  of  Idlenefs  from  going  farther. 

Here  I  find,  that  nothing  but  good  Laws 
can  do  it,  fuch  as  may  provide  Work  for 
thofe  who  are  willing,  and  force  them  to  work 

that 
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that  are  able  *,  and  for  this  ufe,  I  think  Work- 
houfes  very  expedient,  but  they  mull  be 
founded  on  fuch  Principles,  as  may  employ  the 
Poor,  for  which  they  muft  be  fitted,  and  the 
Poor  for  them  ;  wherein  Employments  muft 
be  provided  for  all  forts  of  People,  who  muft 
alfo  be  compelled  to  go  thither  when  fent, 
and  the  Work-houfes  to  receive  them  ;  and 
the  Materials  which  feem  moft  proper  for 
them  are  Simples,  fuch  as  "Wool,  Hemp, 
Cotton,  and  the  like,  which  may  either  be 
fent  in  by  the  Manufadlurers,  or  be  bought 
up  on  a  Stock  raifed  for  that  End ;  thefe  will 
employ  great  Numbers,  of  both  Sexes,  and 
all  Ages,  either  by  beating  and  fitting  the 
Hemp,  or  by  drefling  and  fpinning  the  Flax, 
or  by  carding  and  Spinning  the  Wool  and 
Cotton,  of  different  Finenefles  ;  and  if  a  Re- 
ward was  given  to  that  Perfon  who  fhould 
fpin  the  fineft  Thread  of  either,  as  they  do^ 
in  Ireland  for  their  Linnen,  to  be  adjudged 
Yearly,  and  paid  by  the  County,  or  by  any 
other  manner  as  fhall  be  thought  fit,  'twould  .      ^ 

very  much  promote  Induftry  and  Ingenuity,  'N  ^-k/^-^ 
whilft  every  one  being  ftir'd  up  by  Ambition  l  C^jcs-Ia^ 
and  Hopes  of  Profit,  would  endeavour  to  ex-  \  ^ 

ceed 
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ceed  the  reft ;  by  which  means  we  fliould  alfo 
grow  more  excellent  in  our  Manufaflures. 

Nor  Ihould  thefe  Houfes  hinder  any  who 
defire  to  Work  at  Home,  or  the  Manufac- 
turers from  employing  them,  the  Defign  be- 
ing to  provide  Places  for  thofe  who  care  not 
to  Work  any  where,  and  to  make  the  Parifli 
Officers  more  Induftrious  to  find  them  out, 
when  they  know  whither  to  fend  them,  by 
which  means  they  would  be  better  able  to 
maintain  the  Impotent. 

It  feems  alfo  convenient,  that  thefe  Work- 

houfes,  when  fettled  in  Cities  and  great  Towns, 

ihould  not  be  only  Parochial,  but  one  or  more 

in  each  Place,  as  will  beft  fuit  it  j  which  would 

\p  prevent  the  Poors  being  fent  from  Parifh  to 

Qf^  '  Parifh,  and  provided  for  nowhere ;  and  when 

y.rS^     I   once  the  Poor  fhall  come  by  ufe  to  be  in  love 

\j^  v;jp  with  Labour,  'twill  be  ftrange  to  fee  an  idle 

^  ^  Perfon  \  then  they  will  be  fo  far  from  being  a      j 

^^  V  fo'^  Burthen  to  the  Nation,  that  they  will  become 

^^^  its  Wealth,  and  their  own  Lives   alio  will  be 

more  comfortable  to  them. 

There  are  other  things  which  will  em-      \ 
ploy  the  Poor  befides  our  Manufadures,  and 
are  alfo  equally  Beneficial  to  the  Nation  i  fuch 
as  Navigation,  Hufbandry,  and  Handicrafts ; 

here 
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here  if  thefe  or  fuch-like  Rules  were  obferved, 
they  might  be  made  more  advantagious  to 
all. 

A  s  firft.  Let  the  Juftices  of  the  Peace  have 
Power  to  aflign  Youth  to  Artificers,  Huf- 
bandry,  Manufadturers,  and  Mariners,  and  to 
bind  them  Apprentices  for  a  Time  certain, 
at  fuch  Ages  as  they  fhall  think  'em  fit  to  go 
on  thofe  Employments,  who  fliould  alfo  be 
obliged  to  receive  them  ;  and  though  this 
may  at  firft  feem  hard,  as  hindring  the  Maf- 
ters  from  taking  Servants  who  may  bring  them 
Money,  yet  after  fome  time  it  will  not,  when 
thofe  who  were  fo  bound  out  themfelves,  (hall 
only  do  for  others,  what  was  done  for  them 
before  ;  and  this  alfo  may  be  now  made  good 
to  them,  by  fuch  an  Overplus  of  Years  in 
their  Apprentilhips,  as  may  be  an  Equivalent 
to  the  Money. 

And  as  for  thofe  of  elder  Years,  who  will 
rather  Beg  than  Work,  let  them  be  forced  to 
ferve  the  King  in  his  Fleet,  or  the  Merchants 
on  board  their  Ships  •,  the  Sea  is  very  good 
to  cure  fore  Legs  and  Arms,  efpecially  fuch 
as  are  Counterfeits,  againft  which,  the  Cap- 
ftern,  with  the  Taunts  of  the  Sailors,  is  a 
certain  Remedy. 

Next, 


no 
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Next,  for  Ale-houfes,  CofFee-houfes,  and 
fuch  like  Employments,  let  them  fee  kept 
only  by  aged  People,  or  fuch  who  have  nu- 
merous Families. 

Let  Matters  of  Ships  be  obliged  to  carry 
with  them  fome  Landmen  every  Voyage, 
which  will  increafe  our  Seamen  -,  and  let  the 
Juftices  have  Power  to  force  them  to  receive 
fuch  as  are  willing  to  enter  themfelves,  and  to 
fettle  the  Rates  of  their  Wages. 

Let  young  People  be  prohibited  from 
Hawking  about  the  Streets,  and  from  Singing 
Ballads ;  if  thefe  Things  be  allowed,  they  are 
fitter  for  Age. 

STAGE-Plays,  Lotteries,  and  Gaming- 
houfes  Ihould  be  ftriftly  looked  after.  Youth, 
in  this  Age  of  Idlenefs  and  Luxury,  being 
not  only  drawn  afide  by  them,  but  alfo  more 
willing  to  put  themfelves  on  fuch  eafy  ways 
of  living,  than  on  Labour: 

These,  and  fuch  like  Methods,  being  Im- 
proved by  the  Wifdom  of  a  Parliament,  may 
tend,  not  only  to  the  Introducing  a  Habit  of 
Virtue  amongft  us,  but  alfo  to  the  making 
Multitudes  of  People  ferviceable,  who  are 
now  ufelefs  to  the  Nation  ;  there  being  fcarce 
any  one,  who  is  not  capable  of  doing  fome- 

thing 
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thing  towards  his  Maintenance,  and  what  his 
Labour  doth  fall  fhort,  muft  be  made  up  by 
Charity  :  but  as  Things  now  are,  no  Man 
knows  where  'tis  rightly  plac'd,  by  which 
means  thofe  who  are  truly  Objedts  do  not  par- 
take thereof;  and  let  it  be  confider'd,  that  if 
every  Perfon  did  by  his  Labour  add  one  Half- 
penny per  diem  to  the  Public,  'twould  bring 
in  Seven  Millions  fix  Hundred  and  four  Thou- 
ilind  one  Hundred  Sixty-fix  Pounds  thirteen 
Shillings  per  Annum^  (accounting  ten  Millions 
of  People  to  be  in  the  Kingdom)  fo  vaft  a 
Sum  may  be  raifed  from  a  Multitude,  if  every 
one  adds  a  little. 

Nor   is  the  fending  lazy  People  to  our 
Plantations  abroad  (who  can  neither  by  good       v 
Laws  be  forced,  or  by  Rewards  be  encou- 
rag'd  to  work  at  home)  fo  prejudicial  to  the  \      ^    v-* 
Nation  as  fome  do  imagine,  where  they  muft    /   *6V 
expeft   another    fort    of  Trer  :ment,  if  they   ^^•j*^^^*^^ 
will  not  labour  •,  'tis  true,  tiiey  give  no  help  \ 
in  the  Manufidures  here,  but  That  is  made 
up  in  the  Produft  they  raife  there,  which  is 
alfo. Profit  to  the  Nation;  befides,  the  Hu- 
mours and  other  Circumftances  of  People  are 
to  be  enquir'd  into,  fome  have  been  very  ufe- 
ful  there,  who  would  never  have  been  fo  here : 

And 
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And  if  the  People  of  this  Kingdom  be  em- 
ploy'd  to  the  Advantage  of  the  Community, 
no  Matter  in  what  part  of  the  King's  Do- 
minions it  is;  many  hundreds  by  going  to 
thofe  Plantations,  have  become  profitable 
Members  to  the  Common-wealth,  who,  had 
they  continued  here,  had  ftill  remain'd  idle 
Drones  ;  now  they  raife  Sugar,  Cotton,  To- 
bacco, and  other  Things,  which  employ 
Sailors  abroad,  and  Manufacturers  at  home, 
all  which  being  the  Produft  of  Earth  and 
Labour,  I  take  to  be  the  Wealth  of  the  Na- 
tion. 

The  Employment  of  Watermen  on  the 
River  Thames  breeds  many  Sailors,  and  it  were 
good  to  keep  them  ftill  fill*d  with  Apprenti- 
ces ;  alfo  the  Employment  of  Bargemen, 
Lightermen,  and  Trowmen,  both  on  that  and 
other  Rivers,  does  the  fame,  who  Ihould  be 
encouraged  to  breed  up  Landmen,  and  fit 
them  for  the  Sea. 

Idleness  is  the  Foundation  of  all  thofe 
Vices  which  prevail  among  us,  People  aiming 
to  be  maintain*d  any  way  rather  than  by  La- 
bour, betake  themfelves  to  all  forts  of  Villanies ; 
the  ill  Confequences  whereof  cannot  be  pre- 
vented, but  by  encouraging  Youth  in  an  early 

delight 
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delight  of  living  by  Induftry,  and  on  what 
they  call  their  own,  rather  than  by  Dcipen- 
dance  on  others,  which  will  keep  up  a  true 
Britilh  Spirit,  and  put  them  on  honell  En- 
deavours, and  will  get  them  Credit  and 
Reputation,  and  give  them  Opportunities  of 
advancing  their  Fortunes ;  and  if  fuch  an 
Emulation  went  through  the  Kingdom,  we 
fhould  not  have  fo  many  lazy  Beggars,  or 
licentious  Livers,  as  now  there  are  -,  nor  is 
God  more  honoured  among  any,  than  He  is 
among  fuch  induftrious  People,  who  abhor 
Vice,  on  equal  Principles  of  Religion  and 
good  Husbandry,  Labour  being  ufually  a 
Barrier  againft  Sin,  which  generally  enter 
at  the  Doors  of  Idlenefs. 

The  third  Confideration  is,  what  Methods 
muft  be  ufed  to  provide  for  thofe,  who  either 
are  not  able  to  work,  or  whofe  Labour  can'c 
llipport    their  Charge  ;  here  I   take  Alms-      , .    ,  ^ 
houfes  to  be  good  Gifts,  where  they  are  de-     /^        jty>^ 
figned  to  relieve  dd^Age,  oxeducate  youth  ;     ^^ 
not  to  maintain    idle    Beggars,    or  eafe  rich 
Pari  files,  but  to  provide  for  thofe  who  have 
been  bred  up  in   careful  Employments,  tho' 
not  able  to  ftem  the  Current  of  crofs  Fortunes :  wa'rdCoI- 
Two  fuch  have   been    fumptuoufly  founded,  ^^^'^  '"^'^ 

J  J  Almshcufes 

1  and  /„  Briftol. 
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and  fuitably  endowed,  in  the  City  of  Bristol^ 
Edward  Colfon^  Efqj  a  Merchant  and  Native 
thereof,  who  is  ftill  living ;  one  of  them  for 
twenty-four  Men  and  Women,  who  had  for- 
merly lived  well ;  the  other  for  one  hundred 
Boys,  to  be  educated  in  the  Principles  of 
Vertue,  and  afterwards  fet  out  to  Trades, 
whereby  they  may  get  their  Livelihoods  j  a 
Charity  fo  great  in  itfelf,  and  carried  on  fo 
free  from  Oftentation,  that  the  like  is  not  to 
be  feen  in  any  Part  of  this  Kingdom,  of  the 
free  Gift  of  one  Gentleman  in  his  Life-time  ; 
which  he  hath  fettled  in  the  Society  of  Mer- 
chants-Adventurers within  that  City,  of  whofe 
Care  and  Fidelity  in  the  well  Management 
thereof,  he  is  fully  fatisfied.' 

Another  way  to  provide  for  thofe  who 
are  true  Objedts  of  Charity,  is,  by  taking 
Care  that  the  Poors  Rates  be  made  with  more 
equality  in  Cities  and  great  Towns,  efpecially 
in  the  former  ;  where  the  greateft  Number  of 
Poor  ufually  refiding  together  in  the  Suburbs 
or  Out-parilhes,  are  very  ferviceable  by  their 
Labours,  to  the  Rich,  in  carrying  on  their 
Trades ;  yet  when  Age,  Sicknefs,  or  a  nu- 
merous Family,  may  make  them  defire  Re- 
lief, their  chief  Dependance  muft  be  on  People 

but 
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but  one  ftep  above  their  own  Conditions  ;  by 
which  means  thefe  Out-parifhes  are  more 
burthened  in  their  Payments,  than  the  In- 
parifhes  are,  though  much  richer,  and  is  one 
Reafon  why  they  are  fo  ill  Inhabited,  no 
Man  caring  to  come  to  a  certain  Charge  : 
And  this  is  attended  with  another  ill  Con- 
fequence,  the  v/anting  of  better  Inhabitants 
making  way  for  thofe  Diforders  which  eafily 
grow  among  the  Poor  •,  whereas,  if  Cities  and 
Towns  were  made  but  one  Poors  Rate,  or 
equally  divided  into  more,  thefe  Inconve- 
niencies  would  be  removed,  and  the  Poor 
be  maintained  by  a  more  equal  Contribu- 
tion. 

And  that  a  better  Provifion  may  be  made 
for  the  Relief  of  Sailors  (who  having  fpent 
their  Labours  in  the  Service  of  the  Nation, 
and  through  Age  and  Difafters  are  no  longer 
fit  for  the  Fatip-ues  of  the  Sea,  ought  to  be 
taken  Care  of  at  Home)  let  a  fmall  Dcdu6lion^    -2.5J-*^  * 
be  made  from  the  Freights  of  Ships,  and  from  (    ^fit^^\ 
Sv^amens  Wages,  to  be  collefted  by  a  Society  \ 
of  honeft  Men  in  every  Sea-port ;  this,  with  ) 
what  Additions  might  be  made  by   the  Gifts 
of   worthy    Benefadors,    would   be  fijfficienc 
to  raife  a  Fund,  to  maintain   them  in  their 
I  2  old 
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old  Age,  who  in  their  Youths  were  our  Walls 
and  Bulwarks  -,  but  it  muft  be  fetded  by  Law, 
and  no  Man  left  at  his  Liberty  whether  he 
will  pay  or  no  ;  thefe  are  generally  the  moft 
laborious  People  that  we  have ;  I  do  not  mean 
u      thofe  fcoundrel  Fellows,  who  often  creep   in 
^  "  --    under  that  Name,  but   the   true  Sailor,  who 
''^^^      ^f   can  turn  his  Hand  to  any  thing  rather  than 
'  ^'^        begging,  and  I  am  many  times  troubled  to  fee 
•'''  the  mifcrable  Conditions  they  and  their  Fa- 

milies are  reduced  to,  when  their  labours  are 
done.  Alms-Houfes  raifed  for  them,  are  as 
great  Ads  of  Piety  as  building  of  Churches, 
Age  requires  relief,  efpecially  where  Youth 
hiich  been  fpent  in  Labour  fo  profitable  to  the 
Hofpital  Public  as  that  of  a  Sailor ;  and  not  only  them- 
A'",  ^'"^""^  felves,  but  their  Widows  ought  to  be  provid- 
ed for ;  in  this,  the  Worihipful  Society  of  the 
Merchants  -  Adventurers  within  the  City  of 
^^   !>>''  ,    IBriJlol  are  a  worthy  Pattern. 

.X'^"     '      And  as  for  thofe  who  loofe  their  Lives  or 

:  ^"   \^'  Limbs  fighting  againfl  the   Enemy,    them- 

Xel^     '^  k'^      felves,  or  families  ought  to  be  rewarded  with 

^^*-')  bountiful  Stipends,  which  if  raifed  by  a  Tax, 

"  ,.-,  jc^*-  I  doubt  not   would  be  cheerfully  paid  :  'Tis 

^  attended  with  fad  Thoughts,  when  a  Woman 

fees  her  Hufband  preli  into  the  S.Tvice,  and 

knows. 


ors 
and  their 
WidonMS. 
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knows,  if  he  mifcarries,  her  Family  is  un- 
done, and  fhe  and  they  miift  come  to  the 
Parifh  j  whereas,  if  this  Provifion  was  made, 
the  Fleet  would  be  more  eafily  mann'd,  our 
Merchants  Ships  better  defended,  Sailors  more 
ready  to  ferve  in  both,  and  their  Wives  to  let 
them  go  ;  but  great  Care  muft  be  taken,  that 
Charity  be  not  abufcd,  by  being  put  into  the 
Pockets  of  thofe  who  are  appointed  to  difpofe 
of  it. 

These,  or  fuch-Iike  Heads,  being  laid 
down  in  a  former  Difcourfe  on  this  Subject, 
the  Magiftrates  of  the  City  of  Brijiol  were  the 
firil  that  approved  of  the  Scheme,  and  de- 
fired  the  Subftance  thereof  might  be  reduced 
to  Particulars,  fuitable  for  that  Place  ;  where- 
upon the  following  Propofals  were  laid  before 
them,  viz. 

"  I.  That  afpacious  Work-houfe  be  ereded 
in  fome  vacant  Place  within  this  City,  on  a 
general  Charge,  large  enough  for  the  Poor 
who  are  to  be  employed  therein,  and  alfo  with 
Rooms  for  fuch,  who  being  unable  to  work, 
are  to  be  relieved  by  Charity. 

2.  That  the  Rules  of  this  Houfe  be  fuch, 

as  may  force  allPerfons  to  work,  that  are  abk, 

and  encourage  the  Manufadturers  of  this  City 

I  3  to 


ii8        A  Difcourfe  on  TRADE,    ^e. 

to  fupply  them  with  Materials  to  work  on  •, 
which  they  willlDc  ready  to  do,  having  (o 
good  a  S.;curity  as  this  will  be,  for  their 
being  returned  to  them  again  when  wrought 
up. 

3.  That  all  People  who  are  not  able  to 
maintain  their  Children,  may  put  them  into 
this  Work-houfe  or  Hofpital  at  what  Ages 
they  will,  where  they  fhall  be  fettled  till  the 
Age  of  Years,  by  which  means  they 
may  in  the  end  be  of  no  Charge  to  the  faid 
Work-houfc  or  Hofpital :  And  the  good  Ef- 
feds  will  be  thefe,  Children  will  be  bred  up 
to  Labour,  Principles  of  Virtue  will  be  im- 
planted in  them  early  by  the  good  Govern- 
ment thereof,  and  Lazinefs  and  Beggary  will 
be  difcou raged.  • 

4.  T  H  A  T  the  antient  People  who  are  paft 
their  Labours,  fhall  have  Lodgings,  and 
weekly  pay,  or  be  otherwife  provided  for,  ac- 
cording to  their  Wants,  who  may  flill  do 
fomething  towards  their  mantenance,  and  the 
Women  may  look  after  the  young  Children. 

5.  That  the  Rates  of  the  Poor  of  this 
City,  being  all  united  Into  one  common 
Fund,  may  bs  enough  to  carry  on  this  good 
Work  •,  by  which  means  the  Magi  Urates  will 

be 
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be  freed  from  the  Trouble  which  they  daily 
have  about  the  Settlement  of  the  Poor,  the 
Parilh-OfRcers  will  be  eafed,  the  Poors  Stock 
will  not  be  fpent  in  Law,  but  they  will  be 
provided  for,  without  being  fent  from  Parilh 
to  Parifh,  and  their  Children  will  be  fettled 
in  ways  of  being  ferviceable  to  the  Public 
Good,  and  not  be  bred  up  in  all  manner  of 
Vice,  as  now  they  are. 

6.  T  H  A  T  the  Governors  of  this  Hofpital, 
or  Work-Houfe,  have  Power  to  force  all 
poor  People  to  work  in  it,  who  do  not  be- 
take themfelves  to  fome  lawful  Employment 
elfewhere,  hut  fpend  their  Time  lazily  and 
idly. 

7.  That  the  faid  Governors  have  Power  to 
fettle  out  the  young  People  at  fuch  Ages  as 
they  fhall  think  fit  -,  the  Boys  to  Navigation, 
Hufbandry,  and  Manufaftures  ;  the  Maids  in 
Service,  and  to  bind  them  Apprentices  for 
certain  Years. 

8.  That  this  will  prevent  Children  from 
being  Starved,  by  the  Poverty  of  their  Parents, 
and  negledl  of  the  Parifh-Officers,  which  is 
now  a  great  Lofs  to  the  Nation ;  forafmuch 
as  every  Perfon  if  imployed,  would  by  his 
Labour  add  to  the  Wealth  of  the  Public. 

I  4  That 
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9.  That  this  will  encourage  Men  of 
Charity  to  make  Endowments,  when  they 
Ihall  fee  their  Bounties  fo  well  laid  out. 

10.  That  Application  be  made,  in  order  to 
procure  an  A6t  of  Parliament,  for  the  better 
carrying  on  this  Work. 

Which  Propofals  being  confidered  of  in 
feveral  Meetings  of  the  Citizens  appointed  for 
that  Purpofc,  were  with  fome  Alterations 
made  the  Model  for  an  A61  of  Parliament, 
which  paft  Anno  Septimo  &  O5favo  GuUelmi 
^erti't,  being  the  firft  Act  of  that  Nature, 
from  which  fundry  Ads  for  many  other  Pla- 
ces have  taken  their  Frame  ;  and  though  the 
Promoters  thereof,  met  with  more  difficulties 
and  difcou  rage  men  ts  in  the  Execution,  than 
they  did  expe6l,  yet  to  the  Honour  of  thofe 
Gentlemen  it  muft  be  faid,.  that  they  never 
looked  back,  but  with  the  utmoft  Application, 
profecuted  what  they  had  undertaken,  till 
they  brought  it  to  fuch  a  Scate,  as  to  render  it 
^  plain  and  prafticable  to  their  Succeflbrs  •,  and 
this  good  Effe6b  it  hath  had,  that  there  is  not 
a  common  Beggar,  or  diforderly  Vagrant, 
feen  in  their  Streets,  but  Charity  is  given  in 
its  proper  Place  and  Manner,  and  the  Ma» 
giftrates  are  freed  from  the  daily  Trouble  they 

had 
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had  with  the  Poor,  and  the  Parifhes  they 
lived  in,  and  are  difcharged  from  the  Invidi- 
ous Fatigues  of  their  Settlements,  when  a 
great  deal  of  what  (hould  have  maintained 
them,  was  fpent  in  determining  what  Parilhes 
were  to  do  it. 

I  wifh  it  could  be  faid  fo  of  the  two  Metro- 
politan Cities  of  England  and  Ireland^  where 
fuch  Swarms  of  lazy  Beggars  pefter  the  Streets, 
that  they  are  not  only  troublefome,  but  alfo 
naufeous  to  the  Beholders  ;  and  the  Church 
Doors  are  fo  crouded  with  them,  that  you  can 
fcarce  pafs  to  your  Devotion;  nor  do  you 
know  when  you  beftow  your  Charity  rightly, 
thofe  who  do  not  deferve  it,  taking  fuch 
Methods  to  move  Compaflion,  that  you  can- 
not eafily  diftinguifh  them  from  thofe  who 
do. 

And  fince  I  have  mentioned  this  Adt,  and 
the  well  executing  thereof  by  the  firft  Under- 
takers, I  think  it  cannot  be  amifs  to  fet  it 
forth  Verbatim  (being  never  yet  printed,  favc  . 
only  fome  Copies  for  the  Ufe  of  the  Corpo- 
ration) together  with  the  Steps  whereby  the  . 
firft  Guardians  proceeded,  and  as  it  was  laid 
before  the  Parliament  Anno  1700;  which  I 
have  done  in  the  Appendix,  becaufe  it  may 

probaoly 
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probably  be  of  ufe  to  thofe,  who  (hall  be  will- 
ing to  take  Pains  in  a  Work  of  fuch  Service, 
both  to  God  and  the  Public. 

But   becaufe  this  Aft  was  adapted  only 
for  Cities  and  great  Towns,  and  can't  be  a 
Model  for  the  Counties  at  large,  I  will   here 
fubjoin  fuch  Methods  as   may  be  proper   to 
carry  on  this  charitable  Defign  throughout  the 
whole  Kingdom,  if  Power  be  given  by  fome 
public   Ad  of  Parliament,  for  all  Places  to 
incorporate  who  are  willing  (but  may  not  be 
able  to  be  at  the  Charge  of  a  private  Adl)  and 
to  build,    or   otherwiie   provide,    Holpitals, 
Work-Houfes,  and  Houfes  of  Corredlion,  for 
the  better  maintaining  and  imploying  their 
Poor,   under  the  Management  of  fuch  Cor- 
porations ;  which  in  the  Counties  muft  be  by 
uniting  one  or  more  Hundreds,  whofe  Parifh- 
es  muft  be  comprehended  in  one  Poors  Rate, 
and  each  of  them  contribute  to  the  Charge 
thereof,  not  by  bringing  them  to  an   equal 
Pound  Rate  on  their  Lands  and  perfonal  E- 
ftates,  as  in  Cities  and  great  Towns,  but  by 
Taxing  every  Parifh  according  to  what  it  paid 
before,  there  not  being  the   fame  Parity  of 
Reafon  for  that  way  of  raifmg  Money  in  the 
Hundreds,  as  there  is  in  Cities  and  Towns  ; 

becaufe 
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becaufe  in  the  former,  the  Parilhes  do  not  re- 
ceive an  equal  Benefit  from  the  Labour  of 
the  Poor  of  other  Parifhes,  as  they  do  in  the 
latter;  which  Hofpitals,  Work-Houfes,  and 
Houfes  of  Corredion,  to  be  provided  at  the 
general  Charge  of  the  Parifhes  thus  united, 
according  to  the  Proportion  that  each  of  them 
pays  to  the  Poor. 

The  Guardians  of  thefe  Corporations  to 
confifl  of  all  the  Juftices  of  the  Peace  inhabit- 
ing within  the  feveral  Parifhes  thus  united, 
together  with  a  Number  of  Inhabitants  chofen 
out  of  each  Parifh,  in  proportion  to  the  Sum 
of  Money  it  pays ;  which  Choice  to  be  made 
every  Year,  or  once  in  two  Years,  when  one 
half  of  thofe  that  were  firfl  chofen  mud:  go 
out,  and  the  Remainder  flay  in,  to  inflrud 
thofe  who  were  lafl  chofen  -,  the  Eledors  to 
be  the  Freeholders  of  per  Annum ; 

and  on  the  Death  of  any  Guardian,  another 
to  be  chofen  in  his  Room,  by  the  Parifh  for 
which  he  ferved. 

That  the  Guardians  being  thus  fettled, 
they  Ihall  have  Power  to  choofe  a  Governor, 
Deputy-Governor,  Treafurer,  and  Affiflants, 
Yearly,  and  to  hold  Courts,  and  make  By- 
Laws,  and  appoint  a  Common  Seal ;  and  alfo 

to 
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to  Summon  the  Inhabitants  to  anfwer  to  Mat- 
ters relating  to  the  Corporation  ;  and  to  com- 
pel all  People,  who  feek  for  Relief,  to  dwell 
in  their  Hofpitals  and  Work-Houfes,  if  they 
fee  fit ;  and  to  take  in  young  People  of  both 
Sexes,  and  breed  them  up  to  work,  who  they 
Ihall  alfo  be  obliged  to  teach  to  Write  and 
Read,  and  what  elfe  fliall  be  thought  ne- 
ceflary,  and  then  to  bind  them  out  Appren- 
tices ;  and  like  wife  to  provide  for  the  aged 
and  Impotent,  and  to  aflift  thole  whofe  La- 
bours will  not  maintain  their  Charges,  and  to 
apprehend  Rogues,  Vagrants  and  Beggars, 
and  caufe  them  to  be  fet  at  Work,  and  alfo  to 
jnflidl  reafonable  Correflion  where  they  fee  it 
neceflary,  and  to  entertain  proper  Officers, 
and  pay  them  out  of  the  Stock  ;  with  a  Claufe 
to  fecure  them  from  vexatious  Suits ;  and  they 
muft  be  obliged  once  in  at  leaft  to 

hold  a  General  Court,  where  the  Governor, 
Deputy-Governor,  or  one  half  of  the  Affift- 
ants,  together  with  fuch  a  proportionable 
Number  of  the  Guardians  as  they  Ihall  agree 
on,  fhall  be  prefent. 

That  the  Court  fhall  once,  in  fix  Months 
agree  and  fettle  how  much  Money  will  be  ne- 
cefTary  for  maintaining  and   imploying  the 

Poor 
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P(X)r  for  the  fix  Months  next  enfuing,  and 
certify  the  fame  to  the  Juftices  inhabiting 
within  the  faid  Hundred  or  Hundreds,  at  a 
Meeting  to  be  had  for  that  Purpofe,  who  (hall 
proportion  the  fame  Regularity  in  each  Parilh, 
and  grant  out  their  Warrants  to  proper  Per- 
Ibns  to  AfTefs  the  fame,  and  afterwards,  other 
Warrants  to  col  left,  and  pay  it  to  the  Trea- 
furer  of  the  Corporation  -,  with  a  Power  to 
inflift  Penalties  on  the  AfTelTors  and  Colledlors, 
if  they  refufe  or  negledb  to  do  their  Duty,  in 
Affefling,  CollecSbing,  and  paying  the  faid 
Money,  according  to  their  Warrants. 

That  each  Corporation  be  one  Body  Po- 
litic in  Law,  and  be  capable  of  Suing  and  be- 
ing Sued,  and  be  enabled  to  Purchafe,  Take 
and  Receive,  Lands,  Tenements  and  He« 
rediraments,  Goods  and  Chatties,  for  the  Be- 
nefit of  the  Pcor. 

These,  or  fuch  like  Methods,  being 
reftified  by  the  Wildom  of  Parliament,  will 
foon  appear  to  be  of  great  ufe  to  the  Nation, 
and  alio  to  the  Poor  who  are  truly  Objedls 
of  Relief;  and  will  alfo  put  a  Stop  to 
wand*ring  Vagrants,  againfl:  whom,  every 
Corporation  will  then  be  a  Barrier,  and  none 
will  expcdl  Charity,  but  from  the  Pariflies  to 

which 
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which  they   belong,  and  who  are  the  moft 
proper  Judges  whether  they  deferve  it. 
on^ujm,      ^^^   ^^^  J  j^^^g  g^^g  through  what  I 

undertook,  and  have  given  my  Thoughts  of 
thefe  important  Subjeds;  wherein  I  have  no 
other  View  than  promoting  the  Welfare  of  this 
Kingdom,  by  improving  its  Trade  and  Com- 
merce and  providing  for  the  Poor  in  a  regular 
Method :  Both  which  will  tend  to  the  Honour 
of  His  Majefty's  Government,  and  the  advanc- 
ing the  Wealth  and  Profperity  of  the  Nation. 
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Anno  Septimo  6C  Odavo 

G  UL  I  ELM  I  IIL  Regis. 

^»  j^Sf  for  Brewing  of  Hoffltals  and 
Work  -  Houfes  within  the  City  of 
Briftol,/(?r  the  Better  Employing  and 
Maintaining  the  Toor  thereof 

H  E  R  E  A  S  it  is  found  by  Ex- 
perience, That  the  Poor  in  the 
City   of  Brijlol  do  daily   mul- 
tiply, and  Idlenefs  and  Debauch- 
ery amongft  the  meaner  Sort,  doth  greatly  In- 
creafe,  for  want  of  Work-houfes  to  fet  them 
to  Work,  and  a  fufficient  Authority  to  com- 
pel 
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pel  them  thereto,  as  well  as  to  the  Charge  of 
the  Inhabitants,  and  Grief  of  the  charitable 
and  honeft  Citizens  of  the  faid  City,  as  the 
great  Diftrefs  of  the   Poor  themfelves ;  for 
which  fufficient  Redrefs  hath    not  yet  been 
provided  :  For  Remedy  whereof,  Be  it  enact- 
ed by  the  King's  moft  Excellent  Majefty,  by 
and   with    the  Advice  and   Confent  of    the 
Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal,  and  Commons 
in    Parliament  aflembled,    and  by  the   Au- 
thority of  the  fame.  That  from  and  after  the 
Twelfth  Day  of  May^  which  fhall  be  in  the 
Year  of  our  Lord,  One  thoufand  fix  hundred 
ninety  and  fix,  there  be,  and  fhall  be,  a  Cor- 
poration to  continue  for  ever  within  the  faid 
City  of  Briliol^  and  the  County  thereof,  con- 
fifting  of  the  feveral  Perfons  herein  after-men- 
tioned (that  is  to  fay)  of  the  Mayor  and  Al- 
dermen for  the  time  being,  and  of  eight  and 
forty  other  Perfons,  to  be  chofen  out  of  the 
honefteft   and  difcreeteft   Inhabitants  of  the 
City  and  County,  by  the  Eleven  Wards  in 
the  faid  City,  and  the  Caftle  Precinds  there, 
which  to  all  Intents  and  Purpofes,  fhall  be 
from  henceforth  for  ever  a  Ward  within  the 
faid  City,  (that  is  to  fay)  Four  out  of  each 
Ward,  and  of  fuch  other  charitable  Perfons 

as 
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as  IhaJl  be  Eledied  and  Conflituted  Guardians 
of  the  Poor  of  the  faid  City,  in  a  manner  as 
is  herein  after  exprefled :  And  the  firft  eight 
and  forty  Perfons  fhall  be  Elected  at  a  Court 
for  that  purpofe  to  be  held  within  each  Ward, 
by  the  Alderman  of  the  fame,  or  his  Deputy, 
by  the  Votes  of  the  Inhabitants  of  fuch  Ward, 
paying  one  Penny  per  Week,  or  more,  in  his 
own  Right,  for  and  towards  the  Relief  of  the 
Poor  of  the  faid  City,  or  of  the  major  part 
of  them  then  prefent. 

And  be  it  further  Enacled  by  the  Authority 
aforefaid,  that  the  faid  Eight  and  Forty  Per- 
fons fhall  be  chofen  in  manner,  as  aforelliid, 
the  Twelfth  Day  of  May  next  following,  and 
/hall  continue  in  their  Office  until  others  ihall 
be  elefted  in  their  Rooms,  according  to  the 
Diredion  herein  after-mentioned  ;  and  in  cafe 
any  of  the  faid  Perfons  fo  Eledcd,  or  any 
other  Perfon  fo  Eleded  in  their  Room,  Hiall, 
after  their  refpedlive  Eledions,  happen  to  die 
That  then  it  (hall,  and  may  be  Lawful  to  and 
for  the  Alderman  of  the  Ward,  for  which 
fuch  Perfon  fo  dying  was  Eleded,  or  his 
Deputy,  at  a  Court  to  be  held  within  the 
faid  Ward  for  that  purpofe,  within  the  Space 
of  ten  Days  next  after  the  Death  of  fuch 
K  Perfons 
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Perfons,  to  Eleft  others  in  their  Place,  in 
manner,  as  aforefaid  •,  which  Court  and  Elec- 
tion, fuch  Alderman,  or  his  Deputy,  is  and 
are  hereby  required  to  Hold  and  Make : 
Which  faid  Mayor  and  Aldermen,  and  Forty- 
eight  Perfons,  and  fuch  other  Charitable  Per- 
fons, fo  Eleded  and  Conilituted  for  the  Time 
being,  fhall  be  called  Guardians  of  the  Poor 
of  the  City  of  BriJloL 

And  to  the  intent  that  the  faid  Guardians 
fo  Eledled  out  of  the  faid  Wards  may  have 
perpetual  Succeffion :  Be  it  further  Enafted  by 
the  Authority  aforefaid.  That  the  faid  re- 
fpedlive  Aldermen  for  the  Time  being,  or 
their  relpedive  Depaties,  Ihall  and  may,  and 
are  hereby  required,  on  the  firft  Ihurfday  in 
Jpril,  in  every  fecond  Year,  from  henceforth, 
to  hold  a  Court  in  their  refpedive  Wards, 
and  then  and  there,  by  the  Votes  of  the  In- 
habitants of  fuch  Ward,  fo  qualified,  as  afore- 
faid, or  of  the  Majority  of  them  then  prefent, 
to  Ele6t  and  Choofe  two  of  the  honeftefl  and 
difcreeteft  Perfons  out  of  the  faid  Inhabitants 
of  the  faid  City,  to  be  Guardians  of  the  Poor 
of  the  faid  City  for  the  faid  Ward  ♦,  which 
faid  two  Perfons,  fo  Eleded,  (hall  be  Guardi- 
ans, and  Ihall  fucceed  the  two  Perfons  before 

that 
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that  firft  Eleded,  and  then  being  Guardians 
for  the  faid  Ward  ;  and  the  faid  two  Perfons 
ib  firfl  Elefted,  fhali  immediately  upon  fuch 
Eleclion,  and  Notice  thereof  given  to  them, 
ceafe  to  be  Guardians. 

And  be  it  enabled  by  the  Authority  afore- 
faid,  That  the  faid  Mayor,  Aldermen,  Eight 
and  forty  Perfons,  and  fuch  other  Charitable 
Perfons  eledled  and  conftituted,  as  is  herein 
mentioned  and  exprefled,  for  the  time  being, 
fliall  for  ever  hereafter  in  Name  and  Fad,  be 
one  Body  Politic  and  Corporate  in  Law,  to 
all  Intents  and  Purpofes,  and  fhall  have  a 
perpetual  Succeflion,  and  be  called  by  the 
Name  of  The  Governor,  Deputy-Governor, 
Affiftants,  and  Guardians  of  the  Poor  in  the 
faid  City  of  Brijiol-,  and  that  they  fliall  be 
enabled  to  Plead  and  Sue,  and  to  be  Sued  and 
Impleaded  by  that  Name,  in  all  Courts  and 
Places  of  Judicature  within  this  Kingdom  5 
and  by  that  Name  fhall  and  may,  without 
Licenfe  in  Mortmain,  Purchafe,  Take,  or 
Receive  any  Lands,  Tenements  or  Heredita- 
ments, of  the  Gift,  Alienation  or  Demife  of 
any  Perfon  or  Perfons,  who  are  hereby, 
without  further  Licence,  enabled  to  transfer 
the  fame,  and  any  Goods  and  Chatties  what- 
K  2  foever, 
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foever,  for  the  Ufe  and  Benefit  of  the  Corpo- 
ration aforelaid.  And  for  the  better  govern- 
ing of  the  fald  Corporation,  the  faid  Mayor, 
Aldermen,  and  Eight  and  forty  Perfons,  or 
the  Majority  of  them,  fhall  have,  and  here- 
by have  Authority  to  meet  on  the  Nineteenth 
Day  of  May  next  following,  in  St.  George's 
Chappie  in  the  faid  City,  or  in  fome  other 
convenient  Place  there,  and  fliall  on  that  Day, 
or  any  other  Day  or  Time,  that  to  them 
Ihall  feem  convenient,  Eled  and  Conflitute 
out  of  and  from  amongft  themfelves,  the  fe- 
veral  Officers  following  (that  is  to  fay)  one 
Governor,  one  Deputy-Governor,  one  Trea- 
furer,  and  twelve  AfTiflants,  to  continue  in  the 
faid  Office  for  one  Year,  and  no  longer  -,  and 
from  thenceforth  the  faid  Governor,  Deputy- 
Governor,  Afliflants,  Treafurer,  and  other 
Officers,  (hall  Yearly,  and  every  Year,  by 
the  faid  Mayor,  Aldermen,  Forty-eight  Per- 
fons, and  fuch  other  charitable  Perfons  as  fhall 
be  Elc6led  and  Conftituted  as  is  herein  men- 
tioned and  exprefTed,  or  the  Majority  of  them, 
be  Ele6ted  and  Conftituted  out  of  and  from 
amongft  themfelves,  on  the  Second  ^hurfday 
in  the  Month  of  ApriU  or  any  other  Day  or 
Time,  as  they  (hall  think  convenient,  to  con- 
tinue 


r/&^    A  P  P  E  N  D  I  X.  133 

tinue  in  their  refpeftive  Offices  for  one  Year 
and  no  longer  •,  and  the  faid  Mayor,  Alder- 
men, and  Forty-eight  Perfons,  and  fuch  other 
Charitable  Perfons  that  fhall  be  Ele6ted  and 
Conflituted,  as  herein  mentioned  and  expref- 
fed,  for  the  Time  being,  or  the  Majority  of 
them,  fhall  have  Power,  in  cafe  of  the  Death 
of  any  fuch  Officer  fo  Elefted  and  Conftituted, 
before  the  faid  Year  expired,  to  ElecSt  and 
Conflitute  others  in  their  Room,  to  hold  the 
faid  Office  for  the  Remainder  of  the  fiid  Year, 
and  fhall  have  Power  and  Authority  at  any 
Time  or  Times,  for  juft  Caufe,  to  remove, 
difplace,  and  put  out  any  fuch  Officer  out  of 
his  fiid  Office,  and  to  Eled:  and  Conflitute 
another  in  his  Room. 

And  be  it  further  Ena6led  by  the  Au- 
thority aforefaid,  That  the  faid  Governor,  or 
in  his  Default,  the  faid  Deputy-Governor,  or 
in  both  their  Defaults,  Six  of  the  faid  Affift. 
ants  for  the  Time  being,  fhall  have,  and 
hereby  have  Power  and  Authority,  and  are 
hereby  Enjoyned  and  Required  from  time  to 
time,  upon  the  Second  Thitrfday  in  every  Se- 
cond Month  in  every  Year,  accounting  Janu- 
ary for  the  firft  Month,  to  hold  and  keep  a 
Court  or  Affembly  of  the  faid  Corporation 
K   3  within 
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within  the  faid  City  of  Brijiol,  of  one  and 
Tw&nty  of  the  faid  Guardians  at  leaft,  on 
the  Days  and  Tinrie,  and  in  manner,  and  for 
the  ends  in  this  A6t  mentioned  ;  (that  is  to 
fay)  The  faid  Governor  Ihall  hold  the  faid 
Court  or  Affcmbly  between  the  Hours  of  One 
and  Two  in  the  Afternoon  ;  and  in  his  De- 
J^ault,  the  faid  Deputy^Governor,  or  any  Six 
of  the  faid  Affiftants,  iliall,  after  the  Hour 
of  Two,  hold  the  fame  ♦,  and  alfo,  the  faid 
Governor  for  the  time  being,  fliall  have,  and 
hereby  hath  Power  and  Authority,  at  any 
fuch  other  time  or  times  as  to  him  (hall  feem 
meet,  to  Summon,  Affemble  and  hold  a 
Court  or  AfTembly  of  the  faid  C^  noration, 
upon  two  Days  Notice  or  Warning  at  the 
leaft  to  be  given  of  fuch  Court  or  AfTembly 
to  be  held  ;  and  in  cafe  any  twenty  of  the 
faid  Guardians,  upon  any  Emergency,  figni- 
fyin'g  it  under  their  Hands  to  the  Governor 
for  the  time  being.  That  it  is  their  Defire 
that  an  extraordinary  Court  or  AfTembly  of 
the  faid  Corporation  may  be  called  and  held, 
the  faid  Governor  fhall  be  bound,  and  is  here- 
by Enjoyned  and  Required  to  call  and  hold 
fuch  Court  or  AfTembly  at  fuch  Time  as  the 
fgid  twenty  Guardians  Ihall  fo  defire  5  and  on 

his 
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his  Refufal,  the  faid  Deputy-Governor  for  the 
Time  being,  on ,  fuch  Signification,  fhall  be 
Bound,  and  is  hereby  likewife  Enjoyned  and 
Required  to  call  and  hold  the  faid  Court  or 
Aflembly,  and  on  his  Refufal,  any  fix  of  the 
faid  Afliftants  fhall  have,  and  hereby  have  Au- 
thority to  call  and  hold  the  faid  Court  or 
Affembly  •,  at  all  which  Courts  or  Affemblies 
all  and  every  Member  and  Members  of  the 
faid  Corporation  for  the  Time  being,  are 
hereby  Enjoyned  to  appear  and  be  prefent, 
and  not  to  depart  from  the  fame  without  the 
Licence  of  the  faid  Court  or  AfTembly,  on 
pain  to  Forfeit  fuch  reafonable  Sum  and  Sums 
of  Money,  not  exceeding  Five  Shillings,  to 
the  Ufe  of  the  faid  Corporation,  as  by  the 
faid  Court  or  AfTembly,  or  any  fucceeding 
Court  or  AfTembly,  (hall  be  AfTefTed  upon 
them,  unlefs  they  can  fhew  fome  reafonable 
Excufe  to  be  allowed  of  by  the  faid  Court  or 
AfTembly  •,  and  the  faid  Court  or  AfTembly 
are  hereby  Impowered  to  Summon  to  appear 
before  them  any  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  fiid 
City  to  anfwer  to  Matters  relating  to  the  faid 
Corporation,  who  are  hereby  required  to  ap- 
pear upon  fuch  Summons,  and  anfwer  fuch 
Queflions,  on  Forfeiture,  to  the  Ufe  of  the 
K4  liid 
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faid  Corporation,  of  a  Sum  not  exceeding  two 
Shillings  and  Six-pence  for  every  Default  to 
be  Levied  as  is  herein  after  direded. 

And  be  it  further  Enacted  by  the  Autho- 
rity aforefaid,  That  the  faid  Corporation,  at 
the  faid  Court  or  Aflembly,  fhall  have,  and 
hereby  have  Power  and  Authority  from  time 
to  time  to  make  and  appoint  a  Common  Seal 
or  Seals  for  the  Ufe  of  the  faid  Corporation, 
qind  to  make  and  ordain  By-Laws,  Rules  and 
Ordinances  for  and  concerning  the  better  Go- 
verning the  faid  Corporation,  and  the  Poor 
of  the  faid  City,  and  fhall  have,  and  have 
hereby  Power  to  Purchafe,  Buy  or  Ereft  an 
Hofpital  or  Hofpitals,  Work-houfe  or  Work- 
houfes,  Houfe  or  Houfes  of  Corredion,  and 
to  provide  other  NecefTaries  they  (hall  think 
convenient  for  the  fetting  to  work  the  Poor 
of  the  faid  City,  of  what  Sex  or  Age  foever 
they  be,  and  fliall  have,  and  hereby  have 
Power  and  Authority  to  compel  fuch  idle  or 
poor  People  begging  or  feeking  Relief,  who 
do  not  betake  themfelves  to  fome  lawful  Im- 
ployments,  and  fuch  other  Poor  who  do  or 
Ihall  hereafter  receive  Alms  of  the  refpeclive 
Parifbcs  or  Places  where  they  Inhabit  or  Seek 
the  fame,  or  by  any  of  the  Laws  now  in  force 

pughc 
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ought  to  be  maintained  or  provided  for  by 
any  Parifh  or  Place  within  the  faid  City,  to 
Dwell  and  Inhabit  in  fuch  Hofpital  or  Hof- 
pitals,  Work-houfe  or  Work-houfes,  and  to 
do  fuch  Work  as  they  fhall  think  them  able 
and  fit  for  ;  and  to  detain  and  keep  in  the 
Service  of  the  faid  Corporation,  until  the  Age 
of  fixteen  Years,  any  poor  Child  or  Children 
of  the  faid  City,  left  to  be  maintained  by  the 
faid  City,  or  any  Parifii  or  Place  in  the  fame, 
or  begging  or  feeking  Relief,  or  which  by 
any  of  the  Laws  now  in  force  ought  to  be 
maintained  and  provided  for  by  any  Parifh  or 
Place  within  the  faid  City,  or  the  Child  or 
Children  of  any  other  Perfon  or  Perfons,  that 
are  or  Ihall  be  willing  or  defirous  to  place  or 
put  their  Child  or  Children  in  fuch  Hofpital 
or  Hofpitals,  until  their  faid  Age  of  fixteen 
Years  •,  and  after  they  (hall  have  attained  their 
,     faid  Age  of  Sixteen  Years  or  fooner,  the  faid 
Corporation,  by  Indenture,  fhall  have  Power 
to  Bind  and  Put  forth  fuch  Child  or  Children 
Apprentices,  to  any  honefl  Perfon  or  Perfons 
within  the  Kingdom    of  England,    for    any 
Number  of  Years,  not  exceeding  feven  Years, 
as  they    fhall  think  convenient;  which  In- 
denture 
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denture  fliall  be  binding  to  fuch  Child  or 
Children. 

And  be  it  further  Enadbed  by  the  Autho* 
rity  aforefaid.  That  the  faid  Court  or  AfTemb- 
l"y  fo  conftituted,  as  aforefaid,  Ihall  have,  and 
hereby  have  Power  to  inflift  fuch  reafonable 
Corredion  and  Punifhment  on  any  poor  Per- 
fon  or  Perfons  within  the  faid  Hofpital  or 
Holpitals,  Work  -  houfe  or  Work  -  houles, 
Houfe  or  Houfes  of  Correftion,  that  fhall 
not  conform  to  fuch  Rules,  Orders  and  Or- 
dinances fo  made,  as  aforefaid,  or  mifbehave 
themfelves  in  the  fame ;  and  that  the  faid 
Court  or  AfTembly  fo  conftituted,  as  aforefaid, 
fhall  have,  and  hereby  have  Power  to  appoint 
a  Committee  to  confift  of  One  and  Twenty  of 
the  Guardians  at  the  leafl:,  who,  or  any  five 
of  them,  of  which  two  Ihall  be  AfTiftants, 
fliall  from  time  to  time,  or  at  any  time  until 
the  next  Court,  have  Power  to  inflid  fuch 
reafonable  Corredion  and  Punifhment,  as 
aforefaid,  on  any  fuch  poor  Perfon  or  Peribns 
offending  as  aforefaid. 

And  for  the  better  carrying  on  fo  Pious 
and  Charitable  a  Work,  be  it  Enabled  by 
the  Authority  aforefaid.  That  it  fhall  and  may 
be  Lawful  for  the  faid  Corporation,  in  their 

faid 
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faid  Courts  or  Affemblies,  from  time  to  time, 

to  fet  down  and  afcertain  what  Sum,  or  Sums 

of  Money  fhall  be  needful   for  the  Building 

and  Erefting  of  fuch  Hofpitals,  Work-houfes, 

or  Houfes  of  Correftion,  fo  that  the  fame  do 

not  exceed  the  Sum  of  five  Thoufand  Pounds, 

to  be  raifed  within  the  Space  of  three  Years, 

or  any  longer  Time,  as  to  them  fhall   feem 

meet,  by  fuch  Quarterly  or  other  Payments, 

as    they  in  their  Difcretion  fball  think  fit ; 

and  alfo  from  time  to  time,  to  fet  down  and 

afcertain  what  Weekly,    Monthly,  or  other 

Sums,  fhall  be  needful  for  the  Maintenance 

of  the  Poor  in  the  faid  Hofpital  or  Hofpitals, 

Work-houfe  or  Work-houfes,  Houfe  or  Houfes 

of  Correftion,  or  within  the  Care  of  the  faid 

Corporation,  lb  that  the  fame  do  not  exceed 

what  hath  been  paid  in  the  faid  City  towards 

the  Maintenance  of  the  Poor  thereof,  in  any 

one  of  the  three  laft  Years ;  and   fhall  and 

may,  under  their  Common  Seal,  certify  the 

fame  unto  the  Mayor  and    Aldermen  of  the 

faid  City  for   the   time   being  -,    which  faid 

Mayor  and  any  two  of  the  Aldermen,  or  any 

Five  of  the  faid  Aldermen  without  the  Mayor, 

may,  and  are  hereby  required  from  time  to 

time,  to  caufe  the  fame  to  be  raifed  and  levied  , 

by 
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by  Taxation  of  every  Inhabitant,  and  of  all 
Lands,  Houfes,  Tythes  Impropriate,  Appro- 
priation of  Tythes,  and  all  Stocks  and  Eftates 
in  the  faid  City  and  County  of  the  fame,  in 
equal  Proportion,  according  to  their  refpeflive 
Worth  and  Values :  And  in  order  thereunto, 
the  laid  Mayor  and  any  two  of  the  faid 
Aldermen,  or  any  five  of  the  faid  Aldermen 
without  the  Mayor,  fhall  have  power,  and  are 
hereby  required  indifferently,  to  proportion 
out  the  faid  Sum  and  Sums  upon  each  Parifh 
and  Precinft  within  the  faid  City,  and  by 
their  Warrants  under  their  Hands  and  Seals 
to  authorize  and  require  the  Church-wardens 
and  Overfeers  of  the  Poor  of  each  refpedive 
Parifh  and  Precind,  to  Affefs  the  fame  rc- 
fpedively  j  and  after  fuch  AfTeffment  made, 
by  like  Warrant  under  their  Hands  and  Seals, 
to  authorize  the  faid  refpedive  Church- war- 
dens and  Overfeers  to  Demand,  Gather,  and 
Receive  the  fame,  and  for  Non  -  payment 
thereof  (being  lawfully  demanded)  to  Levy 
the  fame  by  Dillrefs  and  Sale  of  the  Goods 
of  the  Offender,  refloring  the  Surplufage  to 
the  Party  fo  diflrairied  ;  and  if  no  Diflrefs 
can  be  found,  then  it  fliall  and  may  be  lawful 
to  and  for  the  faid  Mayor,  and  ^any  two  of 

the 
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the  Aldermen,  or  any  five  of  the  fald  Alder- 
men without  the  Mayor,  to  commit  fuch  Of- 
fender to  Prifon,  there  to  remain  without 
Bail  or  Mainprlze,  till  the  fame  fhall  be  paid: 
And  after  the  fame  fliall  be  received,  to  pay 
the  fame  unto  the  Treafurer  of  the  laid  Corpo- 
ration for  the  time  being.  Provided  always. 
That  if  any  Perfon  or  Perfons,  Parifli  or 
Precinft,  find  him  or  themfelves  to  be  un- 
equally Taxed  or  AfTefTed,  he  or  they  may 
Appeal  to  the  Juftices  of  the  Peace  of  the 
faid  City  and  County,  at  their  next  General 
Quarter-SefTions  after  fuch  Afleflment  made 
and  demanded,  who  (hall  and  hereby  have  full 
Power  and  Authority,  to  take  and  make  a 
final  Order  therein. 

And  for  the  Encouragement  of  fuch  as 
fhail  be  Benefaftors  to  fo  good  a  Defign,  Be 
it  enaded  by  the  Authority  aforeiliid,  That  if 
any  Man  charitably  difpofed,  Ihall  give  one 
hundred  Pounds,  or  more,  towards  carrying 
on  the  faid  Work,  It  fhall  and  may  be  Law- 
ful for  the  faid  Corporation,  at  a  Court  where 
there  Ihall  be  prefent  three  and  thirty  of  tjie 
faid  Guardians  at  the  lead,  to  elect  and  con- 
(litute  fuch  charitable  Perfon  to  be  Guardian  of 
the  Poor  of  the  faid  City,  and  to  continue  in 

the 
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the  faid  Office,  as  long  as  to  the  faid  Corpo- 
ration Ihall  feem  meet. 

And  be  it  further  enaded  by  the  Autho- 
rity aforefaid,  That  the  faid  Corporation  (hall 
have  the  Care  of,  and  provide  for  the  Main- 
tenance of  all  the  Poor  of  the  faid  City,  of 
what  Age  foever  they  be,  except  fuch  as  fhall 
be  otherwile  Efficiently  Provided  for  by  the 
charitable  Gifts  of  other  Perfons,  or  in  Hof- 
pitals  or  Alms-houfes  within  the  faid  City  al- 
ready ereded :  And«in  order  thereunto  fhall 
have  full  Power  to  examine,  fearch  and  fee 
what  poor  Perfons  there  are  come  into,  In- 
habiting and  Refiding  within  the  faid  City  or 
any  Part  thereof;  and  fhall  have  Power  to  ap- 
prehend or  caufe  to  be  apprehended  any 
Rogues,  Vagrants,  or  Sturdy-Beggars,  or  idle 
or  diforderly  Perfons  within  the  faid  City  and 
the  County  thereof,  and  to  caufe  them  to  be 
kept  and  fet  to  Work  in  the  faid  Work- 
houfes,  Hofpitals  or  Houfes  of  Corredion,  for 
the  Space  of  three  Years. 

Provided  always,  and  be  it  enaded  by 
the  Authority  aforefaid,  That  this  Ad,  or  any 
thing  herein  contained,  fhall  not  any  ways 
extend  to  give  the  laid  Corporation  any  Pow- 
er or  Authority  over  any  Alms-houfe  or  Hof- 

pital. 
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pital,  or  any  other  charitable  Gift  or  Ufe, 
within  the  faid  City,  already  Given,  Settled 
or  Erefted,  but  that  the  fame  fhall  be  wholly 
exempted  therefrom  ;  any  thing  herein  to  the 
Contrary   notwithftanding. 

And  be  it  further  enaded  by  the  Autho- 
rity aforefaid.  That  the  faid  Corporation  in 
their  faid  Court  or  Aflembly*  ihall  have  here- 
by Power  to  choofe  and  entertain  all  fuch 
other  Officers  as  (hall  be  needful  to  be  em- 
ployed in  and  about  the  Premifles,  and  them 
or  any  of  them,  from  time  to  time  to  remove 
as  they  fhall  fee  Caufe  ;  and  upon  the  Death 
or  removal  of  them,  or  any  of  them,  to 
choofe  others  in  their  Place,  and  to  make 
and  give  fuch  reafonable  Allowances  to  them, 
or  any  of  them,  out  of  the  Stock  or  Revenue 
belonging  to  the  faid  Corporation  or  Hofpitals, 
as  they  fhall  think  fit. 

Provided  always,  and  be  it  further  en- 
afted  by  the  Authority  aforefaid.  That  no 
Officer  or  Officers,  who  Ihall  be  eleded, 
chofen,  appointed  or  employed,  in  the  Exe- 
cution of,  or  by  Virtue  of  this  Afl,  or  any 
of  the  Powers  or  Authorities  thereby  given,  . 
Ihall  be  liable  for  or  by  reafon  of  fuch  Otfice 
or  Execution,  to  any  of  the  Penalties  men- 
tioned 
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tioned  in  an  A6t  made  the  Five  and  Twentieth 
Year  of  the  Reign  of  King  Charles  the  Se- 
cond, for  the  Preventing  the  Dangers  which 
may  hapen  from  Popifh  Recufants. 

And  it  is  further  enafled  by  the  Authori- 
ty aforefaid.  That  the  faid  Treafurer  for  the 
Time  being,  and  all  other  Officers  belonging 
to  the  faid  Corporation,  Hofpitals,  Work- 
houfes,  or  Houfes  of  Correftion,  fhall,  from 
time  to  time,  before  fuch  Perfon  or  Perfons 
as  the  faid  Corporation  (hall  thereto  appoint, 
account  for  fiKh  Moneys,  Stock,  and  other 
Things  belonging  to  the  faid  Corporation, 
Hofpitals,  Work-houfes,  or  Houfes  of  Cor- 
reftion,  as  (hall  come  to  their  refpedlive 
Hands,  or  be  under  their  refpedbive  Care,  up- 
on every  reafonable  Warning  and  Notice  there- 
of, by  the  faid  Corporation  to  them  refpeflive- 
ly  given  -,  and  on  their  Negled  or  Refufal  to 
Account,  as  aforefaid,  (hall  or  may  be,  by  the 
faid  Mayor,  or  any  two  of  the  faid  Aldermen, 
committed  to  the  County  Goal  for  the  faid 
City  and  County  of  Brijlol^  there  to  remain 
without  Bail  or  Mainprize,  untill  they  fhall 
become  conformable,  and  Account,  as  afore- 
faid ;  and  if  upon  fuch  Account  there  (hall 
appear  any  Thing  to  be  in  their  Hands  be- 
longing 
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longing  to  the  faid  Corporation,  Hofpitals, 
Work-houfes,  or  Houles  of  Correftion,  they 
fliall  pay  and  deliver  the  i&me,  as  the  faid 
Corporation  fhall  direfb,  or  give  fuch  Security 
for  the  fame,  as  the  faid  Corporation  fhall  ap- 
prove of,  on  pain  to  forfeit  double  the  Value 
thereof,  to  be  recovered  by  the  faid  Corpo- 
ration, by  Adion  of  Debt,  Bill,  Plaint  or  In- 
formation in  which  no  Proteftion,  Effoign, 
or  Wager  in  Law,  or  any  more  than  one 
Imparlance,  fhall  be  admitted  or  allowed. 

And  it  is  further  enafted.  That  all  other 
Pains,  Penalties  and  Forfeitures  by  this  Aft 
appointed,  fhall  be  Levied  by  Diftrefs  and 
Sale  of  the  Offenders  Goods,  by  Warrant  un- 
der the  Hand  and  Seal  of  the  faid  Treafurer 
for  the  time  being,  reftoring  to  the  Offender 
the  Overplus. 

And  be  it  further  enafted  by  the  Autho- 
rity aforefaid,  That  if  any  Perfon  or  Perfons 
fhall  be  fued  for  any  Matter  or  Thing  which 
he  fhall  do  in  Execution  of  this  Adl,  he  may 
plead  the  General  IlTue,  and  give  the  fpecial 
Matter  in  Evidence :  And  if  the  Verdift  fliall 
pafs  for  the  Defendant,  or  the  Plaintiff  fhall 
be  nonfuited,  or  difcontinue  his  Suit,  the  De- 
fendant fhall  recover  his  Treble  Cofts.  And 
L  this 
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this  Aft  Ihall  be  taken  and  be  allowed  in  all 
Courts  within  this  Kingdom  as  a  Public  Adl ; 
and  all  Judges  and  Juftices  are  hereby  re- 
quired, as  fuch,  to  take  Notice  thereof,  with- 
out fpecially  Pleading  the  fame ;  and  all 
Mayors,  Juftices,  Sheriffs,  Bayliffs,  Conftables, 
and  all  other  Officers  and  Minifters  of  Juftice, 
are  hereby  required  to  be  aiding  and  affifting 
to  the  faid  Corporation,  and  to  fiich  Officers 
as  fhall  be  employed  by  them,  or  any  of 
them,  in  Execution  of  this  Aft,  or  any  oi 
the  Powers  or  Authorities  hereby  given. 


A  N 
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ACCOUNT 

O  F    T  H  E 

PROCEEDINGS 

O  F    T  H  E 

Corporation  of  B  r  i  s  t  o  l, 

In  Execution  of  the 

A3  of  Tarliament 

For  the  Better 

Employing   and  Maintaining 

THE 

POOR 

Of  That    CITY. 
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f  r 


T  O    T  H  E 

Right   Honourable 

AND 

HONOURABLE, 

THE 

Lords    Spiritual  and   Tem^oral^ 

AND 

Commons  in  Parliament 

ASSEMBLED. 

May  it  pleafe  your  Honour Sy 

HUMBLY  make  bold  to  lay 
before  You,  an  Account  of  our 
Proceedings    in    the    City   of 
Brijlol,  on  the  A6t  of  Parlia- 
ment for  Ereding  Hofpitals  arjd 
Work-houfes  for  the   better  employing  and 
maintaining  the   Poor   of  that   City,  which 
I.  3  paiTed 
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pafTed  in  the  firft  Seflions  of  the  Parliament 
begun  at  Wedminjler  the  2  2d  of  November, 
1695,  whereby  the  Power  inverted  in  the 
Corporation  commenced  from  the  12  th  of 
May  1696. 

The  firft  Thing  we  did,  was  to  choofe 
four  Guardians  for  each  of  our  twelve  Wards, 
as  the  Statute  direds,  which,  with  the 
Mayor  and  Aldermen,  amounted  to  fixty 
Guardians,  and  made  up  our  Court. 

The  Court  being  thus  conftituted,  at  our 
firft  Meeting  we  chofe  our  Officers  appointed 
by  the  faid  Ad:,  viz.  a  Governor,  a  Deputy- 
Governor,  twelve  Affiftants,  a  Treafurer,  a 
Clerk,  and  a  Beadle. 

This  being  done,  we  order'd  the  Guardi- 
ans who  dwelt  in  each  Pariih,  to  bring  in  an 
Account  of  all  the  Poor  in  their  refpedive 
Parifhes,  their  Names,  Ages,  S^xtSy  and 
Qualifications.  Alfo  an  Account  of  the 
Charges  expended  for  maintaining  them  in 
each  of  the  laft  three  Years,  that  fo  we  might 
bring  it  to  a  Medium.  We  alfo  appointed 
certain  ftanding  Rules  for  the  better  govern- 
ing our  Debates,  and  ordered  all  Things  done 
in  the  Court  to  be  fairly  enter'd  in  a  Journal. 

Ws 
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We  likewife  confidered  which  would  be 
Rioft  for  the  advantage  of  the  Corporation,  to 
build  Work  -  houfes,  or  to  purchafe  fuch 
Houfes,  which  being  already  built,  might  be 
alter*d  and  made  fit  tor  our  purpofe. 

These  Things  fpent  much  Time,  and  it 
was  about  the  Month  of  September  before  we 
could  fettle  the  Medium  of  the  Poor's  Rates, 
in  order  to  certify  to  the  Mayor  and  Alder- 
men what  Sum  was  neceflary  to  be  raifed  on 
the  City  for  the  next  Year. 

But  here  we  met  with  an  uneXpefted 
Remora^  Mr.  Samuel  WalUs  was  fucceeded  in 
his  Majoralty  by  Mr.  J,  H.  and  this  Change 
made  a  great  Alteration  in  our  Affairs  :  For 
whereas  the  former  had  given  us  all  the  In- 
couragement  we  could  exped:  from  him,  and 
had  done  us  the  Honour  to  be  our  firft  Go- 
vernor, the  latter  refolved  to  obftruft  us  all 
he  could.  And  becaufe  the  Power  of  raifing 
Money  was  vefted  in  him  and  the  Aldermen, 
he  abfolutely  refufed  to  put  that  Power  in 
Execution. 

This,  together  with  his  other  Endea- 
vours to  Brow-beat  the  Corporation,  kept 
us  at  a  (land  till  OMer  (97  J  only  our  Court 
met,  and  difcourft  things,  and  we  laboured 
L  4  to 
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to  keep  up  the  Spirits  of  our  Friends,  who 
began  to  fink  under  thefe  Difcouragements, 
and  to  defpair  of  Succefs,  the  Work  feeming 
difficult  enough  in  it  felf ;  our  undertaking 
being  nothing  lefs,  then  to  put  to  Work  a 
great  Number  of  People,  many  of  which 
had  been  habited  to  Lazinefs  and  Beggary  •, 
to  civilize  fuch  as  had  been  bred  up  in  all  the 
Vices,  that  want  of  Education  could  expofe 
them  to  •,  and  to  cloth,  lodge,  and  feed 
them  well,  with  the  fame  Sum  of  Money 
which  was  diftributed  among  them  when 
they  beg'd,  lay  in  the  Streets,  and  went 
almoft  naked. 

Yet  all  this  would  not  have  difcouraged 
us,  could  we  have  prevailed  on  Mr.  Mayor 
to  have  joyned  with  us.  We  often  fought  it, 
and  he  as  often  refufed  us,  till  his  time  be- 
ing expired,  his  Succeflbr  granted  our  Re- 
queft ;  and  then,  having  loft  much  time,  we 
were  forced  to  make  large  fteps. 

The  firft  we  made  was,  a  Vote  to  take 
on  us  the  Care  of  the  Poor  of  the  City  ;  and 
as  I  remember,  this  Vote  palTed  in  O^ober 
or  November  1697,  though  we  had  then  no 
Money  raifed,  nor  could  we  expedl  any  till 
■a.kQV  o\xv  Lady-day   1698.    So  that  from  the 

palling 
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pafllng  that  Vote  to  this  Thiie  is  about  two 
Years. 

The  next  ftcp  was  to  appoint  a  Com- 
mittee of  Twelve  to  hear  the  Complaints 
of  the  Poor,  to  relieve  them,  and  fet  them 
at  work ;  fix  whereof  were  to  go  out  every 
Month,  and  to  be  fucceeded  by  Six  more, 
to  be  chofen  by  Ballating. 

We  had  formerly  obtained  from  the  Mayor 
and  Common  Council,  in  the  Majoralty  of 
Alderman  IVallis,  theGrantofa  Work-houfe, 
which  then  lay  unoccupied,  and  the  Court 
had  appointed  a'  Committee  to  place  as  many 
Girls  in  it  as  it  would  conveniently  contain, 
both  as  to  Lodging  and  Working.  This  is 
that  we  called  the  New  work-houfe. 

But  all  things  having  ftood  ftill  fo  long, 
we  refolved  now  to  loofc  no  more  time ;  yet 
we  had  no  Money,  nor  could  we  exped  any 
in  lefs  than  fix  Months,  from  the  Poor's 
Rates ;  therefore  we  refolved  to  make  our 
feveral  Loans  for  twelve  Months  without  In- 
tereft  to  the  Corporation  on  the  Credit  of 
their  Common  Seal ;  in  which  Defign  many 
of  the  Cinzens  lent  their  Afliftance,  whereby 
we  became  foon  Mafters  of  about  fix  Hun- 
dred Pounds  Stock.    Likewifc  our  Guardians. 

who 
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who  were  appointed  to  pay  the  Poor  in  their 
feveral  Parifhes,  voluntarily  advanced  their 
weekly  Payments,  till  they  could  be  reim- 
burft  by  the  Treafurer*  The  other  Stock 
we  employed  to  furnifh  Beds,  and  other  Ne- 
ceflaries  for  our  Children  to  be  taken  in,  and 
Materials  for  their  working. 

We  had  now  two  Committees ;  one  for 
the  Poor,  the  other  for  the  New  Work- 
houfe. 

The  Committee  for  the  Poor  met  twice 
every  Week :  And  in  this  Committe  we 
proceeded  thus: 

Firfi^  We  voted  that  the  Poor  of  the  City 
fhould  be  vifited  in  their  refpedive  Parifhes, 
and  that  new  Poor's  Rates  fhould  be  made  ; 
and  accordingly  we  ordered  the  Guardians  of 
each  Parifh  to  bring  together  the  Poor  on  a 
certain  Day  in  fome  convenient  Place,  where 
the  Committee  met,  and  without  Partiality 
endeavoured  to  provide  for  every  one  accord- 
ing to  their  Wants,  we  likewife  took  No. 
tice  of  all  the  young  Girls  that  were  on  our 
Poor's  Books,  and  of  fuch  whofe  Parents  took 
no  due  Care  of  them  :  and  thefe  we  recom- 
mended to  the  Committee  of  the  New  Work- 
houfe,  to  be  taken  in,  and  employed  by 
them. 

Our 
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Our  Poor's  Rates  we  made  in  this  man? 
ner  :  Every  one  that  expedted  Relief,  came 
before  us  with  their  whole  Families,  except 
fuch  as  was  impotent  and  could  not  come  : 
In  our  Books  we  put  down  the  Name  of 
the  Man,  the  Woman,  and  each  Child  ; 
together  with  the  Qualifications  of  all,  either 
as  to  Age,  Health,  Civility,  ^c.  what  each 
Perfon  did,  or  could  get  by  the  Week,  and 
in  what  Employment.  We  likewife  fet 
down  for  what  Reafon  the  Charity  was  be- 
ftowed  ;  that  when  that  fhould  ceafe,  or  we 
could  find  out  any  other  Way  to  provide  for 
it,  the  Charity  fhould  likewife  ceafe. 

Having  thus  feen  the  State  of  all  our 
Poor,  and  provided  for  them,  the  Committee 
fat  twice  a  Week  in  the  Public  Court,  to 
hear  and  provide  for  all  cafual  Complaints  ; 
which  we  did  in  this  Manner  :  We  ordered 
that  the  Poor  in  their  refpeftive  Pariflies, 
fliould  firfl:  apply  themfelves  to  their  Guardi- 
an or  Guardians,  who  were  to  relieve  them 
as  they  faw  fit,  till  the  next  Sitting  of  the 
Committee,  when  they  were  to  bring  them 
up  with  their  Complaints,  if  they  were  able 
to  come  i  and  this  we  did,  left  the  Com- 
mittee (three  whereof  made  a  ^icrum)  fhould 
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be  deceived ;  who  could  not  be  fuppofed  to 
know  the  State  of  all  the  Poor  in  the  City, 
and  by  this  Means  we  had  the  Opinion  of 
the  Guardian  of  each  Parifh  -,  nor  could  he 
eafily  deceive  us,  becaufe  he  brought  the  Poor 
with  him,  and  thereby  the  Committee  be- 
came Judges  of  the  Matter  laid  before  them. 
At  thefe  Meetings,  Care  was  taken  of  the  va- 
rious Cafes  and  Exigencies  which  ofFer'd,  and 
in  all  Things  there  was  a  Regard,  as  much  as 
could  be,  to  put  People  on  living  by  their  own 
Labours. 

To  fuch  as  were  fick,  we  gave  Warrants 
to  our  Phyfician  to  vifit  them  ;  fuch  as  want- 
ed the  Affiftance  of  our  Surgeons  were  di- 
reded  to  them,    and  all  were  reliev'd  till 
they  were  able  to  work  ;    by  which  Means 
the  Poor  having  been  well  attended,  were  fet 
at  work  again,  who,  by  Negled,  might  with 
their  Families  have  been  chargeable   to   the 
Corporation  -,  for  fome  we  provided  Cloaths, 
for  others  Work  ;  where  we  found   People 
careful,  but  wanted  a  Stock  to  employ  them-  • 
felves  and  Children,  we  either  lent  or  gave 
it  j  where    they   wanted   Houfes,   we  either 
paid  the  Rent,  or    became  Security  for  it  ; 
where  we  found  them  oppreft,  we  ftood  by 

them  i 
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them ;  where  Differences  arofe,  we  endea- 
voured to  compofe  them  ;  fo  that  in  a  little 
time  all  the  Complaints  of  the  Poor  came  to 
this  Committee,  which  faved  our  Magiftrates 
a  great  deal  of  Trouble,  and  Care  was  taken 
that  none  went  away  unheard. 

The  Committee  at  firft  fat  twice  a  Week, 
but  now  only  once  in  a  Fortnight ;  not  that 
we  grew  flack  in  the  Care  of  our  Poor,  but 
becaufe  their  Number  being  fo  much  abated, 
by  thofe  received  into  our  feveral  Work- 
houfes,  the  Bufinefs  not  requiring  their  meet- 
ing oftner. 

The  other  Committee,  viz.  That  for  the 
new  Work-houfe,  having  firft  furnilhed  it  in 
order  to  receive  in  the  young  Girls,  begaa 
with  fuch  as  were  recommended  to  them  by 
the  Committee  for  the  Poor;  and  this  Me- 
thod hath  been  generally  obferved  ever  fince, 
both  by  that  Committee,  and  alfo  by  the  Com- 
mittee fmce  chofen  for  our  other  Work-houfe  5 
not  that  either  of  them  depends  on  the  other, 
but  becaufe  the  firft  application  for  Relief  is 
made  to  the  Committee  for  the  Poor. 

But  before  we  took  in  the  Girls,  we  firft 
confidered  of  proper  Officers  to  govern  them ; 
and  thefe  confifted  of  a  Mafter,  whofe  Bufi- 
nefs 
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nefs  was  to  receive  in  Work,  and  deliver  it 
out  again,  and  to  keep  the  Account  of  the 
Houle,  i^c, 

A  Miftrefs,  whofe  Bufmefs  was  to  look 
after  the  Kitchen  and  Lodgings,  to  provide 
their  Meals  at  fct  Times,  and  other  Things 
which  related  to  the  Government  of  the 
Houfe. 

TuTRESsES  to  teach  them  to  Spin,  un- 
der each  of  which  we  put  Five  and  Twenty 
Girls. 

A  School-Miflrefs,  to  teach  them  to  read. 

Servants  in  the  Kitchen,  and  for  wafh- 
jng,  fcfr.  but  thefe  we  foon  difcharged,  and 
caufed  our  biggeft  Girls  to  take  their  Turns 
every  Week. 

We  alfo  appointed  an  old  Man  to  keep  the 
Door,  and  to  carry  forth  and  fetch  in  Work, 
and  fuch  kind  of  Services. 

Being  thus  provided,  we  received  in  one 
hundred  Girls,  and  kx.  them  to  work  at  Spin- 
ning of  Worfled  Yarn  •,  all  which  we  firft 
caufed  to  be  ftript  by  the  Miftrefs,  walhed, 
and  new  Clothed  from  Head  to  Foot;  which, 
together  with  wholefome  Dyet  at  fet  Hours, 
and  good  Beds  to  lie  on,  fo  incouraged  the 
Children,  that  they  willingly  betook  them- 
selves to  their  Work. 

We 
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We  likewife  provided  for  them  Apparel 
for  Sundays  \  they  went  to  Church  every  Lord's 
Day ;  were  taught  their  Catechifms  at  home, 
and  had  Prayers  twice  every  Day  ;  we  appoint- 
ed them  fet  Hours  for  working,  eating,  and 
playing;  and  gave  them  leave  to  walk  on 
the  Hills  with  their  Tutreffes,  when  their 
"Work  was  over,  and  the  Weather  fair ;  by  » 

which  means  we  won  them  into  Civility,  and 
a  love  to  their  Labour.  But  we  had  a  great 
deal  of  Trouble  with  their  Parents,  and  thofe 
who  formerly  kept  them,  who  having  lofl:  the 
fweetnefs  of  their  Pay,  did  all  they  could  to 
fet  both  their  Children  and  others  againft  us  j 
but  this  was  foon  over. 

Hitherto  things  anfwered  above  our 
Expedlations  ;  our  Children  grew  fober,  and 
worked  willingly,  but  we  very  much  quefti«n- 
cd,  whether  their  Labours  at  the  Rates  we 
were  paid,  would  anfwer  the  charge  of  their 
Maintenance  *,  and  if  not,  our  great  Doubt 
was  how  we  might  advance  it,  without  pre- 
judicing the  Manufadlures. 

T  o  clear  the  firft,  we  fuppofcd  ourfelves 
in  a  fair  way,  having  appointed  their  Diets  to 
be  made  up  of  fuch  Provifions  as  were  very 
wholefome,  afforded  good  nourilhment,  and 

were 
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were  not  coftJy  in  Price,  viz.  Beef,  Peafe,  Po- 
tatoes, Broatli,  Peafe-porridge,  Milk-porridge, 
Bread  and  Cheefe,  good  Beer,  (fuch  as  we 
drank  at  our  own  Tables)  Cabbage,  Carrots, 
Turnips,  i^c.  in  which  we  took  the  Advice 
of  our  Phyfician,  and  bought  the  beft  of  every 
Sort.  They  had  three  Meals  every  Day,  and 
as  I  remember,  it  flood  us  (with  Soap  to 
wafli)  in  about  Sixteen-pence  pr  Week  for 
each  of  the  one  hundred  Girls.  We  foon 
found  the  effeift  of  their  Change  of  Living, 
Nature  being  well  fupported,  threw  out  a 
great  deal  of  Foulnefs,  fo  that  we  had  gene- 
rally twenty  down  at  a  Time,  in  the  Meafels, 
Small-pox,  and  other  Diftempers ;  but  by  the 
Care  of  our  Phyfician,  and  the  Blefling  of 
God  on  his  Endeavours,  we  never  buried  but 
Two,  though  we  have  had  feldom  lefs  than 
one  hundred  in  the  Houfe  at  any  Time. 

Having  thus    provided   for  their  Diets, 

we  next  appointed  their  Times  of  Working  -y 

which  in  the  Summer  was  ten  Hours  and  a 

half  every  Day,   and  an  Hour  lefs   in  the 

Winter ;  by  which  means  we  anfwered  the 

two  Objections  raifed  againft  the  Poor,  viz. 

That  they  will  not  work,  and  that  they  fpend 

what  they  get  in  fine  feeding. 

But 
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But  we  foon  found,  that  the  great  Caufe 
of  begging  did  proceed  from  the  low  Wages 
for  Labour;    for   after  about  eight  Months  ' 
time,  our   Children   could   not   get    half  fo 
much  as   we  expended   in   their   Provifions. 
The  Manufa6lurers,  who  employed  us,  were 
always  complaining  the  Yarn  was  fpun  coarfe, 
but  would  not  advance  above  Eight-pence  per 
Pound  for  Spinning,  and  we  muft  either  take 
this,  or  have  no  Work.     On   the  other  fide, 
we   were   labouring  to  underftand   how  we 
might  diftinguifh,  and  put  a  Value   on  our 
Work,  according  to  its   Finenefs.     This  we 
did  by  the  Snap  Reel,  which  when  we  were 
Mailers  of,  the  Committee '  made  an  Order, 
That  the  Mafter  fliould  buy  in  a  Stock  of 
Wool,  and  Spin  it  up  for  our  own  Accounts, 
and  then  proceeded  to  fet  the  Price  of  Spin- 
ning by  the  Snap  Reel,  wherein  we  endea- 
voured to  difcourage  coarfe  Work,  and  to  en- 
deavour fine,  becaufe  we  faw  the  latter  was 
likely  to  bring  more  Profit,  not  only  to  the 
Poor,  but  to  the  Kingdom  in  general.     We 
likewife  ordered  fome  Things  to  be  made  up 
of  the  fcveral   Sorts   of  Yarn,  at  the  Rates 
we    had  fet  them  ;  and   on    the  whole,  we 
found  the  Commodities  made  of  fine  Yarn, 
M  though 
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though  they  were  much  better  than  thofe 
made  of  Coarfe,  yet  flood  us  in  little  more  ; 
becaufe  what  the  one  exceeded  in  the  Charge 
of  Spinning,  was  very  much  made  good  in 
Abatement  of  the  Quantity  ufed.  We  there- 
fore fent  to  the  Manufadlurers,  and  fhewed 
them  what  Experiments  we  had  made  ;  but 
finding  them  flill  unwilling  to  advance  above 
the  old  Rate,  the  Committee  voted,  that  they 
would  give  Employment  to  all  the  Poor  of 
the  City,  who  would  make  Application  to 
them,  at  the  Rates  we  ofFer'd  to  work, 
and  pay  them  ready  Money  for  their  La- 
bour. 

We  foon  found  we  had  taken  the  right 
Courfe,  for  in  a  few  Weeks  we  had  Sale  for 
our  fine  Yarn  as  fafl  as  we  could  make  it, 
and  they  gave  us  from  Eight-pence  to  Two 
Shillings  per  Pound  for  Spinning  the  fame 
Goods,  for  which  a  little  before  they  paid  but 
Eight-pence,  and  were  very  well  pleafed  with 
it,  becaufe  they  were  now  able  to  diflinguifh 
between  the  fine  and  the  coarfe  Yarn,  and  to 
apply  each  Sort  to  the  Ufe  for-  which  it  was 
moft  proper  :  Since  which,  they  have  given 
us  Two  Shillings  and  Six-pence  per  Pound 
for  a  great  many  Pounds,  and  we  fpin  fome 

worth 


7he    APPENDIX.  i^^ 

worth  Three  ShiUings  and  Six-pence ^fr  Pound 
Spinning. 

By  this  Means  we  had  the  Pleafure  of  fee- 
ing the  Children's  Labour  advanc'd,  which  a      ^    j^ 
little  before  I   came  up,  amounted   to  near     ^t^^'^^K. 
Six  Pounds  per  Week,  and  would  have  been       "^   *■  Jj^^ 
much  more,  but  that  our  biggeft  Girls,  we      ^y^  ^ 
either  fettle  forth,  or  put   in  the  Kitchen  ;       ^^^^ 
and  thofe  we  receive  in  being  generally  fmall, 
are   able    to    do  but   little  for    fbme  Time 
after.  j 

The  Encouragement  we  had  received  on 
this  Beginning,  put  us  on  proceeding  further  : 
The  Court  refolved  to  purchafe  a  great  Su- 
gar-Houfe,  out  of  the  Money  direfted  by  the 
A61:  to  be  raifed  for  Building  of  Work' 
Houfcs,  and  fit  it  up  for  the  receiving  in  the 
Remainder  of  the  Poor,  {v'it..')  ancient  Peo-: 
pie,  Boys,  and  young  Children  ;  which  was 
accordingly  done,  and  a  Committee  was 
appointed  to  manage  it.  This  we  called 
the  Mint  fVork-Houfe,  becaufe  it  had  been 
hired  by  the  Lords  of  the  Treafury  for  that 
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The  Committee  began  to  take  in  the  Boys 
in  Auguft  laft  ;  thefe  we  cloathed,  dieted,  and 
governed,  much  after  the  fame  Manner  as  we 
had  done  the  Girls,  but  put  them  on  a  diffe- 
rent Employment,  (viz.')  Spinning  of  Cotton 
Wool,  and  weaving  of  Fuftians  :  We  have 
now  about  one  hundred  of  them  together,' 
who  fettle  well  to  their  Work,  and  every 
Day  mend  their  Hands  ;  they  get  us  already 
Six  Pounds  pr  Week ;  they  are  likewife 
taught  to  read,  and  we  Ihall  hereafter  teach 
them  to  write. 

We  next  took  in  our  ancient  People  ;  and 
here  we  had  principally  a  Regard  to  fuch  as 
were  impotent,  and  had  no  Friends  to  help 
them,  and  to  fuch  as  we  could  not  keep  from 
the  lazy  Trade  of  Begging  ;  thefe  we  cloath'd 
as  we  faw  they  needed,  and  put  on  fuch  Em- 
ployments as  were  fit  for  their  Ages  and 
Strengths,  having  our  Eyes  chiefly  on  thofe 
to  which  they  were  bred  ;  we  found  it  diffi- 
cult at  firfl  to  bend  them  down  to  good  Or- 
ders, but  by  Degrees  we  have  brought  them 
under  Government. 

Then  we  called  in  all  the  Children  that 
were  on  our  Poor's  Books,  and  put  them  un- 
der Nurfes  •,    thofe  who  can  fpeak  and  go, 

are 


7he    A  P  P  E  N  D  I  X.  i^i 

are  carried  down  into  the  School,  to  learn 
their  A,  B,  C,  ^c.  As  they  grow  up,  we 
fhall  put  them  into  the  working  Rooms. 

The  Boys  are  kept  at  a  DiRance  from  the 
ancient  People,  who  do  alfo  lodge  in  diftind: 
Apartments,  the  Men  in  feveral  Chambers 
on  one  Floor,  and  the  Women  on  another ; 
all   do   fomethino;,  though  perhaps   fome   of  ,\ 

their    Labours   comes  to  litde,  yet  it  keeps   \  \j.^^ 

them  from  Idlenefs  :  Both  the  Old  and  Young    j   '\\J^^^ 
attend  Prayers  twice  a  Day,  (except  the  Bed-    ^  \^^^^ 
ridden,  for  whom  other  Care  is  taken)  and  go       ^  a^*-*--  ^ 
to  Church  twice  on  Sundays.  ^y,:^^^^ 

We  have  now  three  (landing  Committees, 
(viz.)  For  the  Poor,  for  the  New  Work- 
Houfe,  and  for  the  Mint  Work-Houfe  :  The 
firfl:  gives  all  Diredlions,  and  makes  all  Al- 
lowance, for  the  Poor,  without  whofe  Order 
no  Guardian  can  a6t  any  Thing  confiderable, 
except  in  Cafes  of  abfolute  Neceffity,  which 
at  the  next  Meeting  of  the  Committee  he 
mud  give  an  Account  of,  and  defire  their 
Approbation.  The  other  two  Committees 
have  Power  to  adl  in  the  Affairs  of  that 
Work-Houfe  for  which  they  are  chofen  : 
They  receive  in  both  Old  and  Young  ;  they 
bind  forth  Apprentices,  corred,  order  the 
M  3  Diet 
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Diet  as  they  pleafe,  overfee  the  Working,  fell 
the  Manufadures,  when  made,  order  the 
Payment  of  all  Moneys,  which  cannot  be 
done  unlefs  the  Note  be  fign'd  by  the  Chair- 
man ;  and  generally  dired  every  Thing  re- 
lating to  thofe  Houfes. 

The  Accounts  are  made  up  thus:  The 
Treafurer's  Account  is  audited  every  Year, 
by  a  Committee  chofen  for  that  purpofe  • 
at  which  Time  he  is  fucceeded  by  another 
Treafurer,  chofen  by  the  Court  l  The  Ac- 
counts of  the  Guardians  who  pay  the  Poor  in 
their  feveral  Parifhes  are  audited  every  three 
Months,  by  a  feleft  Committee  chofen  like- 
wife  by  the  Court,  and  are  then  paid  by  the 
Treafurer  :  The  Accounts  for  each  Work- 
houfe  are  audited  by  the  refpedive  Committee 
every  Month,  when  the  Mafter  adjufts,  not 
only  his  Account  of  Cafh,  but  alio  of  each 
particular  Specie  of  Goods  he  hath  under  his 
Care,  the  Ballance  whereof  is  flill  carried  for- 
ward to  the  next,  which  when  allowed  of  is 
figned  by  the  Chairman  :  And  the  Account 
for  each  Houfe  is  fo  ftated,  that  it  fhews  at 
one  Sight,  what  the  Houfe  is  indebted ;  what 
Debts  areout-ftanding,  and  from  whom ;  what 

Goods 
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Goods  remain  in  the  Houfe,  and  the  Quan- 
tity of  each  Specie. 

At  the  making  up  thefe  Accounts,  nothing 
(unlefs  very  trivial)  is  allowed,  for  which  an 
Order  is  not  produced,  or  found  entered 
in  our  Books,  fo  that  'tis  very  difficult  to 
wrong  the  Corporation  of  any  thing,  if  the 
Guardians  fhouid  endeavour  it. 

These  Committees  keep  their  Journal 
Books,  wherein  all  they  do  is  fairly  tranfcrib- 
ed,  and  figned  by  the  Chairman. 

This  is  what  at  prelent  occurs  to  my  Me- 
mory touching  our  Work-houfes  at  BrifloL 
I  have  been  as  brief  as  the  nature  of  the  Thing 
would  admit :  The  Succefs  hath  anfwered  our 
Expeftation  ;  we  are  freed  from  Beggars,  our 
old  People  are  comfortably  provided  for ;  our 
Boys  and  Girls  are  educated  to  Sobriety,  and 
brought  to  delight  in  Labour ;   our  youncr 
Children  are  well  lookt  after,  and  not  fpoiled 
by  the  negled  of  ill  Nurfes ;  and  the  Face  of 
our  City  is  fo  changed  already,  that  we  have 
great  reafon  to  hope  thefe  young  Plants  will 
produce  a  virtuous  and  laborious  Generation 
with  whom  Immortality  and  Prophanefs  may 
find  litde  Incouragement ;  nor  does  our  hopes 
appear   to  be   groundlefs,    for  among  three 
M  4  hundred 
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hundred  Perfons  now  under  our  Charge  with- 
in Doors,  there  is  neither  Curfing  nor  Swear- 
ing, nor  prophane  Language,  to  be  heard, 
though  many  of  them  were  bred  up  in  all 
manner  of  Vices,  which  neither  Bridewell 
nor  Whippings  could  fright  them  from,  be- 
caufe,  returning  to  their  bad  Company,  for 
want  of  Employment,  they  were  rather  made 
worfe,  than  bettered  by  thefe  Corrections ; 
whereas,  the  Change  we  have  wrought  on 
them,  is  by  fair  means.  We  have  a  Bride- 
ivell^  Stocks,  and  Whipping-Pojl,  always  in 
their  Sights,  but  never  had  occcafion  to  make 
ufe  of  either. 

What  is  done  in  that  City,  I  humbly 
hope  may  be  carried  on  by  the  fame  Steps 
throughout  the  Kingdom  ;  the  Poor  may  be 
fet  at  Work,  their  Wages  advanced  without 
Danger  to  our  Manufafturers,  and  they  there- 
by enabled  to  live  on  their  own  Labours, 
whereby  the  Charge  of  the  Poor's  Rates  may 
be  faved,  and  a  great  many  worthy  Benefac- 
tors encouraged  to  give,  when  they  fhall  fee 
their  Charity  fo  well  difpofed  of.  This  I  have 
great  reafon  to  hope,  becaufe  we  have  had 
near  one  Thoufand  Pounds  freely  given  to  us 
within  the   Compafs  of  one  Year,  and  much 

thereof 
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thereof  by  Gentlemen  who  dwelt  at  a  Dif- 
tance  from  us,  only  were  willing  to  encou- 
rage a  Work  they  faw  likely  to  be  carried 
on,  which  might  be  of  good  Example  to  the 

Nation. 

I  am^ 

Right  Honourable 

And  HonourahUy 

Tour  Honours  moji 

Obedient  Servant, 

JOHN    GARY. 
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To  the  Right  Honourable  the  LORDS 
Spiritual  and  Temporal,  and  to 
the  Honourable  the  Commons  ef 
ENGLAND  in  Tarliament  AJ- 
fembled» 


AV I N  G  lately  prefented  your 
Honours  with  An  EJfay  on  Coin 
and  Credit,  the  chief  Defign 
whereof  was  to  Ihew  the  Ne- 
ceflity  of  Settling  a  well-ground- 
ed Credit  in  this  Nation,  for  Support  of  the 
Government,  and  carrying  on  its  Trade ;  I 
do  now  with  all  Humility  lay  before  you  Pro- 
pofals  to  anfwer  that  End,  which  I  have  not 
clogg'd  with  Compulfion  to  the  Subjeft,  fup- 
pofing  nothing  of  this  Nature  can  be  good, 
where  a  common  Confent,  grounded  upon 
Interell,  doth  not  make  it  valuable. 


Banks 
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Banks,  as  I  humbly  conceive,  ought  chiefly 
to  be  calculated  for  the  Ufe  of  Trade,  and 
modeled  fo  as  may  bell  content  the  Traders. 
What  gives   them  Satisfa6lion,   will  anfwer 
all  other  Occafions  of  the  Kingdom.     Mo- 
ney paffes  through  the  Hands  of  the  Nobi- 
lity and  Gentry,  only  as  Water  doth  through 
Conduit-Pipes  into  the  Ciftern,  but  Centers 
in  the  Hands  of  Traders,    where  it  circu- 
lates, and  may  be  faid  to  be  ufed  ;  and  a- 
mong  thefe,  Eafe,  Profit,  and  Security,  are 
Arguments  to  keep  a  Bank  always  full :  Be- 
fides,  when  the  Streights  of  the  Government 
are  taken  of,    greater  Sums  will  come  into 
Trade,  which  are  now  drawn  out,  in  order  to 
make  Advantages,  above  what  the  Profits  of 
Trade  will  bring  in. 

The  Heads  whereon  I  propofe  to  build 
this  National  Credit,  are  thefe  which  fol- 
low : 

That  a  Bank  be  erefled  on  the  Credit 
of  Parliament,  the  Profit  or  Lx)fs  thereof  to 
redound  to  the  Nation,  whofe  chief  Cham- 
ber fhall  be  fettled  in  London,  but  leffer 
Chambers  in  other  Places  of  this  Kingdom, 
at  fuch  Diftances,   as  may  beft  anfwer  the 

Oc- 
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Occafions  of  the  Country,  which  Cham- 
bers to  account  with  that  of  London^  and 
that  to  Commiflioners  appointed  by  Parlia- 
ment. 

That  this  Bank  fhall  take  in  what  run- 
ning Cafli  fhall  be  offered,  and  fhall  give 
their  Notes  for  it ;  and  fhall  alfo  allow  In- 
tereft  after  the  Rate  of  'per  Cent,  per 

Annum,  after  the  firft  Days,  till  thofe 

Notes  be  paid,  and  fhall  alfo  pay  it  again  to 
the  Proprietors,  or  any  Part  thereof,  when 
demanded. 

That  if  any  Man  put  in  his  Money  for 
a  Time  certain,  not  lefs  than  Months, 

he  fhall  receive  Intereft  from  the  Time 
of  paying  it  in,  to  the  Time  he  is  Re- 
paid. 

That  this  Bank  fhall  let  out  any  Sum  a- 
gain  on  reafonable  Security,  either  Real,  Per- 
fonal,  or  Goods,  receiving  Interefl  after  the 
Rate  of  per  Cent,  per  Annum,  till  the 

Borrower  fhall  think  fit  to  pay  it  in,  which 
he  fhall  do,  by  fuch  Parts  as  will  bell  fuit  his 
Occafions,  and  be  difcharged  from  the  Intereft 
of  what  he  fo  pays,  and  only  pay  after  the 
Rate  aforefaid,  for  fo  much  as  doth  remain 
in  his  Hands, 

That 
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That  Lombards  be  erected  to  attend 
this  Bank,  for  the  Benefit  of  Traders, 
under  Regulations,  which  may  Encourage 
Trade; 

That  for  the  Benefit  of  Returns,  the 
Notes  given  in  any  one  Chamber  of  this 
Bank,  fhall  be  demandable  in  any  other,  to- 
gether with  the  Intereft  due  till  Payment,  the 
Receiver  allowing  for  fuch  Returns  after  the 
Rate  of  for   each   Hundred 

Pounds,  in  the  Chamber  where  he  receives 
his  Money, 

That  to  prevent  Counterfeits,  all  Notes 
given  out  at  any  Chamber,  Ihall  be  made  pay- 
able to  or  Order,  and  affigned  from 
one  to  another,  each  Affignee  to  be  Warrantee 
for  the  Note,  both  to  the  Bank,  and  alio  to 
eyery  later  Affignee. 

That  thefe  Notes  fhall  be  taken  by  the 
King  in  all  Payments,  which  will  make  them 
current  among  the  Subjefts. 

That  this  Bank  do  fupply  the  King  with 
all  Loans  at  per  Cent.  Intereft /»^r  Ann.  from 
the  Time  of  borrowing,  to  the  Time  the 
Money  is  paid  in  again,  and  that  it  hath  the 
Taxes,  or  Funds  fettled  by  A61  of  Parliament, 
for  it§  Security. 

That 
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That  all  Debts  contraded  to  this  Bank, 
Ihall  be  of  the  fame  Nature  with  Dc;bts  con- 
trafted  to  the  King,  and  be  firft  paid  out  of 
the  Eflates  of  the  Debtors  j  and  that  Ex- 
tents fhall  lye  accordingly. 

That  an  Account  be  kept  of  Profit  and 
Lofs  in  each  Chamber,  together  with  the 
Charges  of  the  Officers,  ^c.  And  that  it  be 
return*d  up  every  three  Months,  as  alfo  Ac- 
compt  Current,  to  the  Grand  Chamber  in 
London^  where  the  whole  Ihall  be  Examined 
by  the  Commiflioners,  and  they  be  liable  to 
the  infpeiflion  of  the  Parliament. 

That  Regifters  for  Lands  be  ereded  in 
all  Countries,  &c.  where  defired,  by  Ad  of 
Parliament. 

That  Bills  be  paft  on  the  Bank  by  fuch 
as  are  appointed  to  buy  for  the  Public  Ufe 
of  the  Nation,  payable  at  the  Time  of  their 
Agreement  •,  by  which  means  every  one  will 
endeavour  to  furnifh  the  Government  cheap- 
eft,  when  their  Payments  fhall  be  punctual ; 
the  King  will  fave  a  great  deal  of  Money, 
paid  now  for  Procuration,  Exceffive  Intereft, 
^c.  and  the  Fleet  and  Army  will  be  well 
paid. 
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That  the  Commiflioners  do  once  every 
Year  at  Jeaft,  make  up  the  Accounts  depend- 
ing between  the  Public  and  the  Bank,  al- 
lowing per  Cent.  Intereft  as  before; 
and  make  Application  to  the  Parliament  for 
its  Reimburfement. 

That  Bills  and  Bonds  be  made  Aflignable 
by  Law,  and  the  Property  be  thereby  tranf- 
fer'd  to  the  Afligne. 

That  Truftees  may  put  the  Money  be- 
longing to  Orphans  into  this  Bank,  which 
fliall  be  a  Difcharge  to  them  for  fo  much  of 
their  Truft,  the  Intereft  to  be  duly  iflued  out 
for  the  Maintenance  of  the  faid  Orphans  ;  and 
that  all  Plate  and  Bullion  belonging  to  the 
faid  Orphans  be  by  the  Truftees  coined  up  at 
the  next  Mint,  and  the  Money  put  into  the 
Bank  for  the  ufe  of  the  faid  Orphans. 

That  the  Money  in  this  Bank  be  freed 
from  Taxes. 

Concerning  which  Credit  I  fliall  briefly 
fpeak  to  thefe  Four  Things. 

I.  Plrft,  lis  Security. 

II.  Secondly,  Some  of  thofe  Advantages  the 
Nation  will  reap  hy  it, 

III. 
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III.  Thirdly,  I  Jhall  make  fome  Comparifon 
hetween  this  Credit^  and  the  prefent  Bank  of 
England. 

IV.  Fourthly,  I  Jhall  fet  forth  the  necejftty 
of  fetling  the  Nations  Credit  in  this  prefent 
Sejfions. 

I.  As  to  the  Fir/?,  It  hath  the  Legiflative 
Power  of  the  Kingdom  of  England  for  its 
Foundation,    a  Security  flrong  enough,  and 
nothing  elfe  can  be  fo,  to  build  this  Great  Su- 
perftrudlure  upon,  the  well  modeling  whereof, 
will  keep  it  from  being  fubjeft  to  the  Defigns 
of  private  Perfons :  This  will  lad  fo  long  as 
the  Peoples  Liberties  laft,  for  no  Change  can 
weaken  it,  fo  long  as  the  People  of  England 
have  a  hand  in  making  their  own  Laws,  whofe 
Common  Interefl  will  be  riveted  and  made 
up  with  the  Security  of  this  Bank,  that  they 
will  in  a  ihort  time  become  one  thing,  fo  thac 
nothing  lefs  than  a  Conqueft  will  be  able  to 
(hake  it :  This  we  cannot  fear  from  any  Na- 
tion befides  the  French^  nor  from  them  neither, 
till  Holland  is  firfl  fubdued ;  therefore,  as  thofe 
States  mull  firft  truckle,  fo  far  will  our  Bank 
be  more  fecure  than  theirs :    France  cannot 
eredt  a  Bank  on  any  fort  of  Security,  becaufc 
N  2  the 
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the  Will  of  the  Prince  being  his  Law,  alters 
according  to  his  prefent  Occafions :  Nor  can 
Spain  do  it ;  where,  not  only  the  Government 
but  alfo  the  Profits  thereof,  are  divided  a- 
mongft  its  Minifters :  As  for  Sweden,  Den- 
mark, and  Portugal^  the  Princes  of  Italy  and 
Germany,  few  believe  their  Circumftances  to 
be  fuch,  as  to  render  them  capable  of  erect- 
ing a  Bank,  which  may  draw  the  Eyes  of 
Europe  to  look  towards  it  ;  England  only  can 
do  it,  for  as  an  eafy  Government  is  its  own 
Security,  fo  that  Security  encourages  Trade, 
and  thefe  two,  accompanied  with  the  Profits 
offered  to  a  running  Cafb,  will  make  all  £«- 
rvpe  defire  to  fettle  their  Monies  here. 

Seeing  then,  that  nothing  but  the  fame 
Power  which  firfl  conftituted  this  Bank  can 
defiroy  it,  (a  Power  with  whom  we  intruft 
our  Lives,  IJbtrties,  and  Eftates)  I  cannot 
fee  the  leaft  Room  left  for  diftruft  ;  for  what 
Advantage  can  any  future  Parliament  expert 
by  a  defign  of  feizing  this  Bank,  when  the 
Treafure  thereof  may  be  drawn  out,  whilfl 
they  are  framing  the  Law;  and  the  Con- 
fequence  thereof  will  be,  the  Ruining  their 
own  Eflates,  for  which  they  can  promife  no- 
thing 
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thing  to  themfelves,  fave  the  being  pofleft  of 
empty  Papers. 

What  farther  Hazard  the  Nation  can 
run,  mud  proceed  from  the  Neglcft  of  the 
Managers,  or  the  Fraud  of  und<,r  Officers, 
which,  Care  in  the  Fird,  and  Security  for 
the  Laft,  will  prevent. 

II.  The  next  Thing  is  to  (hew  the  Ad- 
vantages which  England  will  reap  by  fetling 
the  Credit  here  propofed  ;  whereof  fome  do 
immediately  attend  it,  others  are  confequen- 
tial. 

Those  which  immediately  attend  it, 
are, 

iji.  The  Rate  of  Intercft  will  hereby  be  ^/^ 

brought  lower,  to  the  Advance  of  our  Lands,  "^ '^  ^^ 
and  Encouragement  of  our  Trade,  by  V^^^ 
Methods  altogether  as  profitable  to  the  Ufurer, 
■who  will  be  willing  to  let  his  Money  Cheaper, 
when  it  Ihall  never  lie  dead  without  his  Con- 
fent,  his  Security  be  unqueftionable,  and  freed 
from  the  Charges  of  litigious  Suits,  which  fo 
frequendy  accompany  doubtful  Mortgages. 

2dly,  Both  Gentlemen  and  Traders  wilj 

hereby  be  fupplied  with  Money  to  ferve  their 

Occafions,  on  fuch  reafonable  Security  as  they 

arc  able  to  give,  when  that  Security  Ihall  be 

N  3  ilrength- 
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ftrengthned,  by  having  the  Preheminence 
above  all  other  obligations ;  they  may  alfo 
have  Liberty  to  pay  it  in  by  fuch  Proportions, 
as  they  can  beft  fpare  it,  when  it  Ihall  be 
equally  the  Intereft  of  the  Bank  to  receive  it 
fo,  which  will  never  want  new  Opportunities 
to  let  it  out  again. 

Q,dly,  This  Credit  will  gTve  us  an  Efteem 
in  Foreign  Parts,  draw  their  Moneys  hither, 
and  confcquently  their  Trade,  and  thereby 
their  People,  all  which  will  be  an  Advantage 
to  England. 

/\.ly.  It  will  fupply  the  Government  with 
Money  to  carry  on  the  War  at  moderate  In- 
tereft, and  make  its  Credit  good  ;  whereby 
the  public  Revenues  will  reach  farther  to  ferve 
its  Occafions,  and  the  Minifters  of  State  be 
freed  from  many  anxious  Thoughts,  which 
now  make  them  uneafy. 

5/y.  It  will  make  Returns  from  place  to 
place  in  Engfand,  both  cheap  and  certain, 
which  will  help  our  Inland  Trade,  and  pre- 
vent Robberies,  now  too  much  encouraged 
by  travelling  with  Money  ;  It  will  alfo  be 
profitable  to  our  Foreign  Trade,  by  bringing 
Exchanges  low  in  our  favour, 

6ly, 
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6/y.  The  Frauds  put  on  the  County,  by 
Counterfeit  Notes  will  be  prevented  •,  for 
though  the  Method  of  Indentures  and  -^Jiined 
Paper  now  ufed  by  the  Bank  of  England,  may 
be  a  Security  to  it  felf,  yet  it  is  not  fo  to  any 
one  elle,  feeing  Art  is  able  to  counterfeit  every 
Thing,  at  lead  fo  like,  as  not  to  be  eafily 
difcover*d  :  Now,  what  Satisfa(5tion  will  it  be 
to  thofe  who  have  received  their  Notes  inftead 
of  Money,  to  be  told  by  the  Managers  that 
they  are  counterfeit,  when  they  know  not 
where,  nor  from  whom  to  get  Reparation  5 
whereas,  being  Affigned  from  Man  to  Man, 
they  are  taken  on  the  Credit  of  the  Afllgnor, 
who  runs  no  other  rifque  thereby,  fave  his 
Warrant  that  they  are  truly  what  he  pays 
them  for. 

yly.  This  Bank  will  be  free  from  Stock- 
jobbing, the  Bane  of  all  good  D.figns, 
which  will  find  no  room  here,  brcauio  it 
cannot  be  divided  into  private  and  particular 
Interefts. 

The  Confequential  Advantages  will  be  thefe, 

iji.  By  this  means  the  Taxes  for  carrying 

on  the  War  the  enfuing  Year,  together  with 

N  4  the 
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the  Twenty -five  hundred  and  Sixty -four 
Thoufand  Pounds,  which  fell  ihort  on  the 
Salt  Fund,  may  be  raifed,  by  Methods,  where- 
in the  King's  Revenue,  and  the  Peoples  Pro- 
fits, (hall  go  hand  in  hand,  without  Antici- 
pations. 

2ly.  The  Funds  now  fettled  on  our  Manu- 
faftures,  which  difcourage  our  Trade,  and 
ruin  our  Poor,  may  be  funk  and  taken  ofFj 
fuch  as  thofe  on  the  Giafs-makers,  '^obaccopipe- 
vnakers^  Diflillers,  and  others,  many  whereof 
have  yielded  little  to  the  Government,  above 
the  charge  of  Colleding,  and  the  beft  of  them 
have  done  great  Mifchief  to  our  Trade  ;  now 
feeing  thefe  are  only  fo  many  feveral  Mo- 
dus*s  of  raifmg  Money,  thofe  Methods  muft 
doubtlefs  do  befl:,  which  leaft  injure  our 
Trade. 

^ly.  The  Debt  due  to  the  Tranfport- 
Ships  majr  be  paid  off,  and  thofe  People,  to 
whofe  early  Loyalty  and  Redudlion  of  Ire- 
land is  very  much  owing,  be  contented, 

4/)^.  The  Mints  may  be  kept  Imployed, 
and  the  Kingdom  thereby  filled  with  Coin. 

5/y.  Our  Wool  may  be  kept  at  home, 
which  I  humbly  conceive  can  never  be  done, 
till  a  good  Credit  be  fettled,  any  thing  lefs 

will 
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will  not  be  large  enough  to  cover  the  Sore 
intended  to  be  cured. 

6ly.  Th  e  Plantation  Trade  may  be  better 
fecured,  efpeciaily  that  of  Tobacco,  and  Me- 
thods may  be  propofed  to  render  it  more  pro- 
fitable, both  to  the  King,  and  alfo  to  the 
Subjed:. 

yly.  The  Bank  of  England's  Notes  may 
be  brought  to  Par,  and  Tallies  of  all  forts 
in  a  fhort  time  be  paid  off  at  their  full  Value, 
which  I  humbly  conceive  will  be  difficult  to 
be  done,  any  other  way,  the  fettling  a  Credit 
on  either,  or  grafting  them  both  together, 
feem  improbable  Methods  to  anfwer  thofc 
ends. 

I  humbly  hope  to  make  Propofals  in  this 
prefent  Seffions  for  putting  thefe  into  praftile, 
if  a  good  Credit  be  timely  fettled. 

Besides  thefe,  many  other  Advantages 
will  accrue  to  the  Nation,  many  of  which  I 
have  fet  forth  in  my  before  recited  Effay  on 
Coin  and  Credit.     Pag.  27,  28,  29. 

III.  The  third  Thing  Is  to  make  fome 
Comparifon  between  the  Credit  here  propo- 

pofed. 
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pofed,  and  the  prefent  Bank  of  England; 
which  I  humbly  conceive  is  fo  Ihaken  in  its 
Reputation,  as  hath  rendred  it  uncapable  to 
be  made  the  Foundation  of  a  national  Credit ; 
and  whilft  we  labour  to  recover  it,  we  may 
run  the  hazard  of  deftroying  our  Trade,  dif- 
turbing  the  Government,  and  keeping  our 
felves  under  a  lingring  War,  whilft  we  encou- 
rage the  French  King,  to  try  his  utmoft  Ef- 
forts, hoping,  that  our  Difficulties  at  home, 
will  force  us  to  accept  of  a  diflionourable 
Peace. 

'Tis  certain,  nothing  can  be  the  Support 
of  a  National  Credit,  which  is  not  better,  or 
at  leaft  fo  good  as  Money ;  and  this  is  not  to 
be  found  in  the  Bank  of  England^  whofe 
Notes  whilft  they  are  One  per  Cent,  worfe 
than  Specie,  will  always  keep  their  Coffers 
empty,  becaufe  no  Man  will  put  into  it  a 
hundred  Pounds  in  Money,  when  he  can  pur- 
chafe  a  Note  of  the  fame  Value  for  Ninety- 
nine  ;  and  the  Confequcnce  will  be  tliis,  that 
the  Lender,  or  rather  the  Jobber,  will  never 
reft  till  he  is  repaid,  that  fo  he  may  be  ma- 
king advantage  by  a  new  Purchafe  \  and  if 
this  will  be  the  EfFed  of  a  Credit  worfe  only 
by  One  per  Cent,  than  Money,  what  will  it 

be 
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be  when  'tis  funk  to  fixteen  ;  Whereas,  on 
the  other  fide,  when  a  Credit  is  better  than 
Money,  the  Coffers  will  ever  be  full,  becaufe 
all  Men  will  endeavour  to  put  in  their  Mo- 
ney, and  be  impatient  till  'tis  done  ;  and  thus  ^ 
it  will  be,  when  the  Lender  thinks  himfelf 
fecure,  and  makes  more  Profit  by  having  his 
Money  in  the  Bank  then  in  his  Cheft,  who 
will  therefore  receive  out  no  more  at  a  Time, 
then  his  Neceflities  fhall  require,  and  for  the 
fame  Rcafon,  thofe  to  whom  he  pays  it,  will 
endeavour  to  return  it  thither  again  fo  foon 
as  they  can. 

IV.  As  to  the  fourth  Thing  propofed, 
.  The  NecefTity  the  Nation  lies  under  to  have 
its  Credit  fettled  this  prefent  SelTions,  it  will 
appear,  if  we  confider,  how  London  now 
ftands  in  Competition  with  all  England  be- 
fides,  as  to  the  Specie  of  Money,  and  how 
it  will  {land  before  another  SefTions :  'Tis 
generally  agreed,  that  about  one  Moiety  of 
the  Money  of  England  is  already  Center'd  in 
that  great  City,  and  the  reft  is  not  enough  to 
pay  the  Debts  owing  to  it,  togcth<.r  with 
his  Majefty's  Revenues,  Bonds  already  enter- 
ed into,   and  Taxes  now  to  be  given,  for 

fix 
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Six  Months  longer,  befides  the  Foreign  Bills, 
which  are  generally  made  payable  there,  all 
which  muft  be  return'd  in  Specie  -,  for  thougk 
by  an  A6t  of  this  prefent  Seflions :  Intituled, 
An  Att  for  the  farther  Remedying  the  ill  State 
of  the  Coin  of  this  Kingdom,  it  is  among  other 
things  provided,  That  all  Money  that  fhalt 
be  brought  in  upon  Account  of  Taxes,  or 
Revenues,  or  Loans,  at  Five  Shillings  and 
Eight  Pence  per  Ounce,  Ihall  be  carried  to 
the  next  adjacent  Mint,  in  order  to  be  Re- 
toined,  yet  this  will  no  way  be  Serviceable  to 
the  Country,  unlefs  a  Credit  be  fettled,  it 
muft  otherwife  be  fent  up  to  London  after 
coined  for  want  of  Returns,  the  Debts  due  to 
the  Country  being  paid  there  in  Bank,  which 
is  Sixteen  ^^r  Cetit.  worfe  than  Money,  and 
thofe  due  from  the  Country  demanded  in 
Specie,  fo  that  the  Money  of  England  is  every 
Week  brought  up  thither ;  and  then,  if  it  be 
next  confidered,  what  Methods  are  left  to 
the  Country  to  draw  it  back  again,  viz.  by 
Provifions  and  fome  few  other  Things,  'twill 
be  reafonable  to  believe,  that  feeing  the  fup- 
ply  made  from  that  City  to  the  Country  is 
greater  than  what  is  made  from  the  Country 
thither,  all  the  Cafh  of  England  will  center 

there 
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there  in  a  (hort  Time,  to  the  Ruining  of  the 
other  Trading  Cities,  and  difabling  of  the 
Country  to  pay  future  Taxes ;  and  this  will 
makL-  the  dependence  on  London  flill  greater, 
till  by  its  own  Bloatinefs  it  muft  at  laft  burft, 
when  the  Eftates  of  the  Traders  fhall  confift 
only  in  Debts  due  from  the  Country,  which 
muft  ftill  lye  out  for  want  of  a  Specie  to  pay 
them  in  •,  fo  that  all  the  Advantage  London 
will  receive,  is,  that  it  will  be  laft  ruined. 

Now  if  a  good  Credit  be  fetded  out  of 
Hand,  and  the  Mints  continued  in  the 
Country,  the  Money  that  is  now  there,  may 
be  ftill  kept  there,  and  Methods  found  out  to 
increafe  it,  and  the  Trade  of  England  carried 
on  with  an  equal  Circulation  in  all  places; 
this  will  keep  up  the  Rents  of  the  Lands  of 
EngJandy  which  muft  otherwife  fall  in  their 
Values,  fuitable  to  the  diftance  they  ftand  in 
from  that  great  Metropolis. 

If  it  be  objedled.  That  the  Management 
of  this  Credit  will  be  very  coftly  to  the  Na- 
tion; I  humbly  conceive,  that  the  Profits 
thereof  will  not  only  fupport  its  Charge,  but 
alfo  bring  in  a  great  Overplus,  which  may 
be  ufefully  Imployed  to  the  Nation's  Ad- 
vantage j  yet  were  this  Objedion  true,  no- 
thing 
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thing  can  be  termed  good  Hufbandry  which 
fpoils  our  Trade,  the  Hopping  whereof  but 
for  one  Month,  will  be  many  Millions  loft  to 
the  Kingdom. 

If  by  rcftifying  this,  or  any  better  Pro- 
pofal  from  a  more  thinking  Head,  the  Credit 
of  the  Nation  may  be  fettled  in  this  prefent 
Seffions,  I  have  reaped  the  End  I  aimed  at, 
the  Good  and  Welfare  of  my  Native  Country  ; 
which  I  humbly  fubmit  to  your  Honours  great 
Wifdom,  and  ftiall  be  ready  to  explain  any 
Thing  that  may  feem  doubtful,  when  I  am 
thereto  commanded. 

Tour  Honours^ 
Moji  Obedient  Servant^ 
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CONSID  E  RATIONS 

Relating  to 

The  Linneii   Manufadure 

1t\  the  Kingdom  of 

I  R  E  L  A  H  D, 


H  E  Linnen  Manufadure  in 
Ireland,  being  a  Subje6t  fo  much 
difcoiirs'd  of  the  laft  Scfllons 
of  Parliament,  I  humbly  pre- 
fume  to  offer  Ibme  Thoughts 
how  it  may  bell  be  carried  on. 
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t'V. ''  \ 
B  u  Ti  before  I  enter  upon  it,  I  will  don*. 

fider  the  State  of  that  Kingdom,  with  re- 

fpe£t  to  its  Foreign   Trade;    the  Ballance 

whereof  I  take  to  be  againft  them,  and  mult 

therefore  be  fupplied,  by  carrying  out  their 

Coin,  which  is  already  grown  fo  fcarce,  that 

'tis  to  be  fear*d,  in  a  fhort  time  there  will  be 

little  left. 

To  explain  this,  I  will  lay  down  Ibme  of 
thdfe  Steps,  by  which  the  Ballance  of  Trade 
daily  alters  to  their  Prejudice. 

iji.  The  great  Fall  of  their  Produds, 
viz.  Wool,  Tallow,  Hides,  Beef,  &c.  which 
are  abated  in  their  Prices  above  one  Third 
of  what  they  yielded  before  the  War ;  fo  that 
fliould  the  lame  Quantities  of  thofc  Com- 
modities be  bought  up  for  Exportation,  as 
formerly  there  were,  yet  they  would  not 
amount  to  the  Value  they  then  did. 

2ly.  The  Ports  of  Sjiain,  France,  and 
Flanders,  which  were  their  great  Markets, 
being  now  fhut  againft  them,  the  Profits 
which  they  made  by  their  Foreign  Trade  in  ' 

the 


T/^^    A  P  P  E  N  D  I  X.  ip5 

the  Times  of  Peace,  over  and  above  the  firll 
Value  of  the  Commodities  exported,  are  alfb 
loft  to  the  Kingdom. 

Sfy.  The  Prohibiting  the  Exportation 
of  their  Woollen  Manufadures,  whereby 
their  People  were  employed,  and  their  La^ 
bours  fold  to  Foreign  Nations,  hath  very 
much  leflened  the  Ballance  of  their  Foreign 
Trade, 

4ly.  The  great  Sums  of  Money  fpent  in 
this  Kingdom  by  the  Nobility  and  Gentry 
of  Ireland,  who  come  over  hither  for  Pleafure, 
or  necelTary  Attendances,  on  the  Court,  Parr 
liament,  or  private  Affairs,  and  fend  hither 
their  Children  for  Education ;  the  Purchafes 
they  have  lately  made  of  the  Forfeited  E- 
ftates ;  and  the  yearly  Remittances  thence  for 
the  Rents  of  Lands  belonging  to  the  Nobility 
and  Gentry  of  this  Kingdom,  do  all  make 
againft  them. 

c,Iy.   The    great  Confumption  of  Con>- 

modities  among  them  from  this  Kingdom, 

which,    though  it  encreafes  our  Trade,  and 

makes  it  our  Interefb  to  Support  that  King- 

Q  2  dott\ 
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dom,  oiufl:  be  allov/^d  to  be  a  JPrejudiGe  to 
them. 

All  which  being  laid  together,  it  ieems 
apparent  to  ine,  that  the  Baliance  of  their 
Trade  muft  every  Year  grow  more  againft 
them,  till  their  Money  is  drawn  away,  ex- 
cept fome  New  Manufa(5lure,  fit  ft>r  Exporr 
tatipn,  be  encouraged  amongft  them, 

ArTD  I  think  none  more  proper  than  that 
of  Linnen  5  which,  befides  the  Employment 
it  will  give  to  their  Poor,' will  alfo  take  up 
large  Tra<5ls  of  Land  for  raifing  of  Hemp 
and  Flax  ;  and  being  a  Manufacture  no  way 
Interfering  with  our  own,  we  may  take  it 
from  them,  in  Barter  for  what  they  have 
hence,  without  any  Manner  of  Prejudice  to 
the  Trade  of  this  Kingdom. 

Besides,  The  People  of  Ireland,  being 
employed  on  the  Linnen  Manufafture,  would 
by  degrees  be  taken  off  from  making  fo  much 
Worfted  and  Woollen  Yarn  as  they  now 
do,  which  they  fend  hither  at  Cheaper  Rates 
than  we  are  able  to  make  *em  :  The  Price 
of  Labour    in   all  Places    being    according 

to 
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to  the  Rents  of  Lands,  the  Poor  can  afr 
ford  to  work  there  on  lower  Terms  than  it 
can  be  expe6ted  they  Ihould  do  here :  On 
the  other  fide,  if  the  low  Labour  of  the 
Poor  of  Ireland,  was  employed  on  Spinning 
of  Linnen  Yarn,  it  would  be  an  Advantage. 
to  the  Kingdom  of  Ireland,  to  have  it  fent 
hither,  becaufe  it  would  enable  us  to  make 
our  Fuftions,  and  other  Manufacftures,  where- 
it  is  ufed,  cheaper  than  now  we  do  j  whilft 
pur  own  Poor  might  be  employed  on  Spin- 
ning of  Wool  i  and  we  might  afford  to  give 
them  better  Wages,  without  fear  of  being 
beat  out  of  our  Manufa6lures  by  any  other 
^ration,  provided  Care  was  taken  to  keep  our 
Wool  at  Home, 

The  next  Thing  to^be  confidered  is,  how 
this  Work  may  be  beft  carried  on  i  which  I 
am  of  Opinion  muft  be  done  by  a  Corpora- 
tion, with  a  Joint-Stock,  fufficient,  not  only 
to  buy  up  what  Linnens  fhall  be  made,  but 
alfo  to  furnilh  the  Kingdom  with  Money  or; 
eafy  Terms ;  which  will  Hkewife  encourage 
the  Raifing  of  Hemp  and  Flax. 


If 
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I F  the  High  Rates  of  Intereft  in  Ireland 
be  confidered,  and  the  prefent  [State  of  the 
Linnen  Manufa6lure  there,  'twill  not  b^ 
difficult  to  fee,  how  unlikely  it  is  to  be  car- 
ried on  by  private  Stocks,  who  can  make 
Ten  per  Cent,  per  Annum,  by  letting  out 
their  Money  ;  'tis  true,  the  late  Ad  hath  re- 
duced it  to  Eight,  but  that  A6t  having  no 
regard  to  Incumbrances  entred  into  before  the 
25th  of  Marcby  1704,  I  do  not  fee  how  it 
will  much  help  the  People  of  Ireland  at  this 
Time,  when  the  Scarcity  of  Money  does  dif- 
able  them  to  difcharge  prior  Engagements  5 
fo  that  private  Men  have  Opportunities  e- 
nough  to  fettle  theirs  at  Ten  per  Cent,  which 
in  all  probability  they  will  rather  chufe,  than 
to  lay  it  out  in  Linnens,  unlefs  they  can  be 
afTured  of  a  far  greater  Profit,  than  they  can 
piake  by  letting  it  out. 

Besides,  as  Intereft  is  now  managed, 
'tis  both  a  Clog  to  the  Gentlemen's  Eftates, 
and  a  Difcouragement  to  Traders  and  Manu- 
fafburers,  confidering,  that  the  whole  Sum 
borrowed  muft  be  paid  in  at  once  ;  by  which 
means,  being  got  into  the   Ufurer*s  Books, 

they 
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they  cart  fcarce  ever  find  the  way  out  *,  Now 
if  the  Borrower  had  Liberty  to  pay  in  the 
Principle^  by  fuch  Parts  as  he  is  able  to  raife 
it,  and  the  Intereft  for  fo  much  to  ceafe  froni 
that  time,  this  would  encourage  Induftry^ 
and  promote  Improvements,  both  in  Pro- 
dud  and  Manutaflures,  which  are  the  two 
Things  that  encreafe  the  Wealth  of  a  Na- 
tion; 

An  Infant  -  Manufadure  mufl:  be  carried 
on  at  a'fmall  Profit,  and  mufl  as  I  may  lay. 
Fight  its  way  through;  which  cannot  be 
done,  where  Intereft  carries  fuch  a  Load 
with  it ;  and,  therefore,  I  am  of  Opini- 
on, that  nothing  lefs  than  a  Joint- Stock, 
can  make  Ireland  Flourifh  ;  which  will  in 
the  Confequence  turn  likewife  to  the  Advan- 
tage of  England',  the  Gentlemen  of  Ireland, 
being  by  thefe  Means  made  more  eafy  in 
their  Circumftances,  and  having  their  former 
Incumbrances  brought  Lower,  will  ipend 
more  of  their  Money  here,  and  wear  more  of 
our  Manufa(5tures  there. 

Nor  will  this  way  of  Lending  out  Mo- 
ney be  any  Difadvantage  to  a  Corporation, 

who 
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who  will  find  fit  Opportunities  of  Employ* 
ing  their  Stock,  as  faft  as  it  is  paid  in  *,  and 
the  Profits  thereof  being  returned  hither  in 
Linnens,  they  may  afford  to  fell  them  cheapo 
er  than  private  Stocks  can  do. 

But  I  do  not  think  this  Work  can  be 
prefently  brought  about  s  'twill  not  be  eafy 
to  perfuade  the  Landlords  nor  Tenants  a 
Ireland^  to  leave  off  the  way  of  Hufbandry 
they  are  now  upon,  and  to  turn  their  Lands 
to  Hemp  and  Flax,  till  they  fee  fome  En- 
couragement ;  but  when  they  (hall  find  thi<» 
new  Produd  bring  ready  Money,  they  wii 
foon  Set  upon  it ;  if  the  Manufafburer  receive 
ready  Money  for  his  Cloath,  he  will  be  abl< 
to  pay  ready  Money  both  for  Materials  ana 
Labour,  which  Circulation  will  Encourage 
both  the  Farmer  and  the  Manufadurer  j  and 
by  Degrees*  Hemp  and  Flax-feed  will  be 
Sowed  in  all  Lands  proper  for  them,  and  the 
Owners  will  foon  fee  the  Difference,  be* 
tween  raifing  Commodities,  for  which  there 
is  a  prefent  Demand,  and  fuch,  as  lye  on 
their  Hands :  For  though  Ireland  may  in 
time  produce  greater  Quantities  of  Hemp 
and  Flax  than  they  can  work   up,  yet  not 

more 
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more  than  England  may  Take  off,  without 
Prejudice  to  any  Foreign  Trade  we  drive  ; 
and  their  Number  of  Hands  will  in  all  Pro- 
bability be  encreafed  by  the  French  Refugees, 
who  will  be  glad  to  go  thither,  where  they 
may  be  employed  in  a  Manufadure,  fo  na- 
tural to  them  as  Linnen  is  ;  which  will  alio 
give  a  fatal  Blow  to  the  Kingdom  of  France 
in  that  Manufafture, 

The  People  in  the  North  of  Ireland, 
make  good  Cloth,  fell  it  at  Realbnable  Rates, 
and  would  every  Year  make  much  more, 
had  they  Vent  for  it ;  and  it  is  to  be  obferv- 
ed,  that  Money  is  not  plentier,  nor  Rents 
paid  better,  in  any  Part  of  Ireland,  than 
there. 

The  Rents  of  Ireland  grow  due  at  two 
Times  of  Payment,  viz.  ift  of  May,  and 
I  ft  of  November-,  the  firft  becomes  payable 
whilft  their  Cattle  are  lean,  which  puts  the 
Tenants  under  great  Straits,  and  forces  them 
to  fell  very  low,  if  they  are  preft  for  Money  ; 
but  the  Second  Payment  is  more  eafily  made> 
their  fat  Cattle  being  fold,  and  their  Harveft 
over  :  This  is  the  State  of  that  part  of  the 
P  King. 
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Kingdom  that  depends  on  Feeding  and  Til- 
lage ;  but  where  the  Linnen  Manufafbure  is, 
the  Tenants  are  much  eafier;  they  fpin  in 
the  Winter  Nights,  and  at  other  leifure  times, 
which  being  wove  into  Cloth,  and  whiten*d 
early  in  the  Year,  provides  Money  for  their 
6rft  Payment,  without  felling  their  Cattle  be- 
fore fatted  for  a  Market. 

It  is  neceflary  for  a  new  Undertaking,  to 
be  attended  with  Ibme  lucky  Accident ;  the 
Linnen  Manufacture  can  never  be  begun  in 
Ireland  at  a  more  feafonable  Time  than  now, 
being  imported  hither  Cuftom-Free,  when  all 
the  other  Linnens  of  Europe  pay  confiderable 
Duties. 

Th  e  Gentlemen  of  Ireland  at  this  Time, 
feem  to  be  Difcontented,  they  find  themfelves 
Uneafy,  but  cannot  tell  where  the  Sore  lies ; 
therefore,  fometimes  they  Complain  of  one 
Thing,  and  fometimes  of  another  ;  but  ihQ 
true  Ground  of  all  is  this :  Their  Exports 
are  leflened,  whilfl:  their  Imports  encreale 
upon  them,  and  the  Specie  of  their  Money 
decreafes  every  Day  ;  by  which  means  their 
Rents  come  in  flowly,    their  Products  fall 

on 


7^^    A  P  P  E  N  D  I  X.  20^ 

On  tlieir  Hands,  and  will  morC)  as  they  en* 
creafe  above  their  Expence;  fo  that  their 
Improvements  rather  turn  to  their  Difadvan- 
tage  *,  and  their  Lands  muft  fall  (which  *tis 
our  Intereft  to  keep  up)  unlefs  fbme  new 
Produd  be  encouraged,  which  may  be  Ma- 
nufaflured  amongft  them  :  If  this  was  done, 
They  would  foon  fee  where  their  Intereft 
lay  ;  and  though  I  do  not  believe  they  would 
all  fall  on  fowing  Hemp  and  Flax,  nor  is 
it  neceflary  they  fhould,  yet  there  would  be 
u  r.uch  Land  turned  that  way,  as  might 
reflrain  their  other  Produds,  within  the 
Compafs  of  their  Exports,  and  Home  Con- 
Ui  ^t^tion,  and  caufe  a  Circulation  of  Mo- 
ney through  all  Parts  of  the  Kingdom. 

This  will  give  a  greater  Employment 
to  the  Poor  of  Ireland^  and  encourage  People 
to  fettle  among  them,  without  any  Manner 
of  Prejudice  to  England-,  and  Create  a  mu- 
tual Friend fhip,  and  a  profitable  Correfpon- 
dence,  between  both  Kingdoms. 


And   as  the   Eftablifhing  flich  a  Fund 
will  be  an  Advantage  to  that  Kingdom,  fo  it 

will 
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will  bring  a  confiderable  Profit  to  the  Un- 
dertakers, befides  the  Benefit  which  may 
arife  from  it  to  the  Government,  during  the 
Continuance  of  this  War. 


i  'iA 


FINIS. 
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